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20798 ‘élohiym

el-0-heem ¢

Plural of gods in the ordinary sense; but specifically used (in the
plural thus, especially with the article) of the supreme God; occasionally
applied by way of deference to magistrates; and sometimes as a
superlative: - angels, X exceeding, God (gods) (-dess, -ly), X (very) great,
judges, X mighty.
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http://www.sacred-texts.com/bib/poly/h0433.htm
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BDB Definition:
1) (plural) g2
1a) rulers, judges alag 3 g8
1b) divine ones (&) 2 gl
1c) angels 4sdal)
1d) gods 4¢
2) (plural intensive - singular meaning) s el e aud
2a) god, goddess 4
2b) godlike one AN Jia
2c) works or special possessions of God 4 jsa g

2d) the (true) God &l &



2e) God 4
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""God" is the rendering in the English versions of the Hebrew "EI,"
"Eloah," and "Elohim."" The existence of God is presupposed
throughout the Bible, no attempt being anywhere made to demonstrate

His reality.

http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/view.jsp?artid=282&letter=G &sear

ch=elohim

The most common of the originally appellative names of God is Elohim (
ewdx), plural in form though commonly construed with a singular verb
or adjective. This is, most probably, to be explained as the plural of

majesty or excellence, expressing high dignity or greatness: comp.
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http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/view.jsp?artid=282&letter=G&search=elohim
http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/view.jsp?artid=282&letter=G&search=elohim

Elohim ( D"n%X, DMIPX) is a word which expresses
concepts of divinity. It is apparently related to the Hebrew word ¢/,
though it consists of the Hebrew word (M>X)
with a plural suffix. Elohim is the third word in the Hebrew text

of and occurs frequently throughout the . Its
exact significance is often disputed. In some cases (e.g. Exodus 3:4,
"... Elohim called unto him out of the midst of the bush ..."), it acts
as a singular noun in Hebrew grammar (see next section), and is
then generally understood to denote the single of .In
other cases, Elohim acts as an ordinary plural of the word Eloah
(M5X), and refers to the polytheistic notion of multiple gods (for
example, Exodus 20:3, "Thou shalt have no other gods before me.").

This may reflect the use of the word "Elohim" found in the

late texts of Ugarit, where Elohim ('lhm) was
found to be a word denoting the entire Canaanite (the
family of El DX, the creator god).
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http://www.babylon.com/definition/Hebrew_language/English
http://www.babylon.com/definition/El_%28god%29/English
http://www.babylon.com/definition/morphology_%28linguistics%29/English
http://www.babylon.com/definition/Eloah/English
http://www.babylon.com/definition/Genesis/English
http://www.babylon.com/definition/Tanakh/English
http://www.babylon.com/definition/God/English
http://www.babylon.com/definition/Israel/English
http://www.babylon.com/definition/Bronze_Age/English
http://www.babylon.com/definition/Canaan/English
http://www.babylon.com/definition/Pantheon_%28gods%29/English
http://www.babylon.com/definition/patriarchy/English
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*lohiym: A masculine plural noun meaning God, gods, judges, angels. Occurring more

than 2,600 times in the Old Testament, this word commonly designates the one true God

(Gen_1:1) and is often paired with God's unique name y*howah (H3068) (Gen 2:4;

Psa 100:3). When the word is used as the generic designation of God, it conveys in
Scripture that God is the Creator (Gen 5:1); the King (Psa 47:7 [8]); the Judge
(Psa_50:6); the Lord (Psa_86:12); and the Savior (Hos 13:4). His character is
compassionate (Deu 4:31); gracious (Psa_116:5); and faithful to His covenant
(Deu_7:9). In fewer instances, this word refers to foreign gods, such as Dagon (1Sa_5:7)
or Baal (1Ki 18:24). It also might refer to judges (Exo 22:8-9 [7-8]) or angels as gods
(Psa_97:7). Although the form of this word is plural, it is frequently used as if it were

singular-that is, with a singular verb (Gen 1:1-31; Exo 2:24). The plural form of this

word may be regarded (1) as intensive to indicate God's fullness of power; (2) as majestic

to indicate God's kingly rule; or (3) as an allusion to the Trinity (Gen 1:26). The singular

form of this word “/6ah (H433) occurs only in poetry (Psa_50:22; Isa 44:8). The

shortened form of the word is ’é/ (H410).
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el-o’-ah, el-o'-ah
(The second form is rare); probably prolonged (emphatically) from
H410; a deity or the deity: - God, god. See H430.
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BDB Definition:



1) God
2) false god
Part of Speech: noun masculine

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: probably prolonged
(emphatically) from H410

Same Word by TWOT Number: 93b
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essence with the Athanasius: Wherefore He is very God, existing one in
are Gods had very Father; while other beings, to whom He said, ‘I said ye

the of the Word, through_only by participation ,this grace from the Father

Spirit. For He is the expression of the Father’s Person, and Light from
Light, and Power, and very Image of the Father’s essence' (Against the

(Orationes contra Arianos ;Arians

a3l el

those to whom He says, “I Irenaeus: "' But of what gods does he speak? Of
High.” (Psa_82:6) To have said, Ye are gods, and all sons of the Most
adoption, by which we “ those, no doubt, who have received the grace of the
(111 c.r.y, Abba Father.” (Rom_3:14) (Against Heresies. BOOK
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Gesenius' Hebrew Grammar
The Jewish grammarians call such plurals

Ny %129 plur. virium or virtutum; later grammarians call them plur.
excellentiae, magnitudinis, or plur. maiestaticus. This last name may
have been suggested by the we used by kings when speaking of
themselves (cf. already 1 Macc. 1019, 1131); and the plural used by God
in Gn 126, 117, Is 68 has been incorrectly explained in this way. It is,
however, either communicative (including the attendant angels; so at all
events in Is 68, cf. also Gn 322), or according to others, an indication of
the fullness of power and might implied in 2758 (see Dillmann on Gn
126); but it is best explained as a plural of self-deliberation. The use of

the plural as a form of respectful address is quite foreign to Hebrew.
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