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y*hovah

yeh-ho-vaw'’

From H1961; (the) self Existent or eternal; Jehovah, Jewish national name

of God: - Jehovah, the Lord. Compare H3050, H30609.
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yeho[vallh
BDB Definition:
Jehovah = “the existing One”
1) the proper name of the one true God

1a) unpronounced except with the vowel pointings of H136
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H1961

I
hayah

haw-yaw'

A primitive root (compare H1933); to exist, that is, be or become, come to
pass (always emphatic, and not a mere copula or auxiliary): - beacon, X
altogether, be (-come, accomplished, committed, like), break, cause, come
(to pass), continue, do, faint, fall, + follow, happen, X have, last, pertain,

quit (one-) self, require, X use.
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Like other Hebrew proper names, the name of God is more than a mere
distinguishing title. It represents the Hebrew conception of the divine nature or

character and of the relation of God to His people.
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It can readily be understood, therefore, how the divine name is often spoken of as

equivalent to the divine presence or power or glory.,
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YHWH.

Of the names of God in the Old Testament, that which occurs most frequently
(6,823 times) is the so-called Tetragrammaton, Yhwh (=), the distinctive personal
name of the God of Israel. This name is commonly represented in modern
translations by the form "Jehovah," which, however, is a philological impossibility

(see Jehovah). This form has arisen through attempting to pronounce the


http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/view.jsp?artid=206&letter=J

consonants of the name with the vowels of Adonai (»»~ ="Lord"), which the
Masorites have inserted in the text, indicating thereby that Adonai was to be read
(as a "k eri perpetuum") instead of Yhwh. When the name Adonai itself precedes,
to avoid repetition of this name, Yhwh is written by the Masorites with the vowels
of Elohim, in which case Elohim is read instead of Yhwh. In consequence of this
Masoretic reading the authorized and revised English versions (though not the
American edition of the revised version) render Yhwh by the word "Lord" in the

great majority of cases.
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In appearance, Yhwh (=) is the third person singular imperfect "k al" of the verb
mn("to be™), meaning, therefore, "He is," or "He will be," or, perhaps, "He lives,"
the root idea of the word being,probably, "to blow," "to breathe,” and hence, "to
live." With this explanation agrees the meaning of the name given in EX. iii. 14,
where God is represented as speaking, and hence as using the first person—"I am"
(mnx, from ~n, the later equivalent of the archaic stem ~a). The meaning would,
therefore, be "He who is self-existing, self-sufficient," or, more concretely, "He
who lives," the abstract conception of pure existence being foreign to Hebrew
thought. There is no doubt that the idea of life was intimately connected with the
name Yhwh from early times. He is the living God, as contrasted with the lifeless
gods of the heathen, and He is the source and author of life (comp. | Kings xviii.;
Isa. xli. 26-29, xliv. 6-20; Jer. x. 10, 14; Gen. ii. 7; etc.). So familiar is this
conception of God to the Hebrew mind that it appears in the common formula of



an oath, "h ai Yhwh" (= "as Yhwh lives"; Ruth iii. 13; | Sam. xiv. 45; etc.).
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If the explanation of the form above given be the true one, the original
pronunciation must have been Yahweh (™) or Yahaweh (™). From this the
contracted form Jah or Yah (™) is most readily explained, and also the forms Jeho
or Yeho ("™ = ™="") and Jo or Yo (+, contracted from ), which the word
assumes in combination in the first part of compound proper names, and Yahu or

Yah (" ') in the second part of such names..
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from the "hif'il" form of ~~("to be™), meaning, "He who causes to be," “the

Creator";
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The Septuagint, and after it the New Testament, invariably render oxvpiog

(*"the Lord").
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Lachish Ostraca dated 586 B.C.
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A Benediction Revealed % enuanceD
Writing scratched on two tiny sitver scrolls, found in 1979 in |
Jerusalem, took years to interpret. Special lighting and photography

jproved that a familiar prayer dates from around 600 B.C EDGE OF A

SCROLL g
The start of the e
benediction on the %'A'}\
first two lines, &
transiated lterally: ¢ e g

s,
“MAY HE BLESS"
THE TWO SCROLLS

“THE LORD* i AT ACTUAL SIZE
4 romrsor They o presenved
WESING in plastic.
The English
translation:

Dr. Nrsce Zuckerman

Some theorize that
the scrolls were
worn around the
neck with a cord,
or kept in a pouch.

o/

“May the Lord bless you and keep you;
may the Lord cause his face to shine

upon you and be gracious to you;

may the Lord lift up his countenance
upon you and grant you peace.”
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onr God
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Proto-Sinaitic writing. 15th century BC.
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