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Psa 151:1 Ovtog O yopdg id1oypapog gic Aowtd koi EEmdev 10D aptdpod:
ote gpovoudymoev T® ['oAtad. Mikpog funy €v 1oic AdeApoic pov Kol
VEDTEPOC €V T 0TK® TOD TUTPHS LoV EMoipatvov Td TpoPata ToD TaTPOC
LOV.

Psa 151:2 ai yelpécg pov Emoinocav dpyavov, ol daKTLA0l pLov fiprocav
YOATTPLOV.

Psa 151:3 «xai tic avayyerel T@ Kupim Hov; aOTOS KUPLOG, ADTOS EICAKOVEL.

Psa 151:4 ontog é€améotethey TOV dyyehov odTod Koi Npév LE €K TRV
pofatwv Tod mTatpdg pov Kol ExPloév He &v T@ Elaim Th¢ ypioems
avTOD.

Psa 151:5 ot adelpoi pov karoi kol pueydrot, kol o0k EDOOKNGEV €V ADTOIG
KUP10G.

Psa 151:6 €ENABov €lg cuvavInoy T@ AAALOPUA®, Kol EMKATNPACATO UE EV
TO1G EI0MA0IS AVTOD

Psa 151:7 €y® 0& OTOGAUEVOC TV TOP ODTOD LAYOLPOV ATEKEPAMOTO.

aOTOV Koi fpo. Svedog &€ vidv IopanA.
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THE LETTER OF ATHANASIUS,
OUR HOLY FATHER,
ARCHBISHOP OF ALEXANDRIA,
TO MARCELLINUS
ON THE INTERPRETATION OF THE PSALMS

you yet are chosen for some position of authority among the brethren,
you must not be puffed up as though. you were superior to them, but

rather glorify the Lord Who chose you and sing Psalm 151,
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Manuscript of 11Q5 Col. XXVIII (Psalm 151A and B)
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Psalm 151 is the name given to a short psalm that is found in most copies of

the Septuagint™ but not in the Masoretic text of the Hebrew Bible. The title

given to this psalm in the Septuagint indicates that it is supernumerary, and

no number is affixed to it: "This Psalm is ascribed to David and is outside
the number. When he slew Goliath in single combat"®2. It is included also in

some manuscripts of the Peshitta.
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The Eastern Orthodox Church accepts Psalm 151 as canonical. Roman

Catholics, Protestants, and most Jews consider it apocryphal. However, it is

found in an appendix in some Catholic Bibles, such as certain editions of the

Latin Vulgate, as well as in some ecumenical translations, such as the New

Revised Standard Version.
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Dead Sea scrolls discovery

Although for many years scholars believed that Psalm 151 might have been
an original Greek composition and that “there is no evidence that Psalm 151

ever existed in Hebrew”[ﬂ, we now know from the Dead Sea scrolls that this

psalm did in fact exist in Hebrew and was a part of the psalter used by the

Qumran community.
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Psalm 151 appears along with a number of canonical and non-canonical

psalms in the Dead Sea scroll 11QPs(a) (named also 11Q5), a first century

CE scroll discovered in 1956. The editio princeps of this manuscript was
first published in 1963 by J. A. Sanders™. This scroll contains two short
Hebrew psalms which scholars now agree served as the basis for Psalm
15151
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[edit] Content

The title of the psalm claims that it was written by King David after his
battle with Goliath. As it stands in the Greek text in this psalm, David

rejoices that God favors him and hears his prayers and worship%. David
states that he was the least of his brothers, and yet God chose him to be
anointed king (vv. 1-5). It goes on to commemorate how David cut off
Goliath's head with the Philistine's own sword, and thereby removed Israel's
disgrace (vv. 6-7).
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The psalm assumes familiarity with and draws ideas and phraseology from

elsewhere in the Bible 22,
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[edit] Cultural influence

At the beginning of his first address to his Council of State, Emperor Haile

Selassie of Ethiopia recited this psalm in total 1%
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Psalm 151
Superscription*
151:1% This psalm was written® by* David himself
(even though it lies outside the accepted number of psalms)>
after® he fought single-handedly” with Goliath.2

1sn Although this psalm is not accepted as canonical by Jews, Catholics, or
Protestants, it is usually included in Greek Bibles.

Lgs g ot g ) o) cld TS g 3 ggl) i L gl (gula 1 ) gajall 13 (f (3 a8 0
gl Jaali¥) B oasa 5


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psalm_151#cite_note-14
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Psalm_151&action=edit&section=3
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haile_Selassie_of_Ethiopia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haile_Selassie_of_Ethiopia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethiopia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psalm_151#cite_note-15
mk:@MSITStore:C:/Program%20Files%20(x86)/NET%20Bible/NETBible2009.chm::/netbible/adp151_notes.htm#1511
mk:@MSITStore:C:/Program%20Files%20(x86)/NET%20Bible/NETBible2009.chm::/netbible/adp151_notes.htm#1512
mk:@MSITStore:C:/Program%20Files%20(x86)/NET%20Bible/NETBible2009.chm::/netbible/adp151_notes.htm#1513
mk:@MSITStore:C:/Program%20Files%20(x86)/NET%20Bible/NETBible2009.chm::/netbible/adp151_notes.htm#1514
mk:@MSITStore:C:/Program%20Files%20(x86)/NET%20Bible/NETBible2009.chm::/netbible/adp151_notes.htm#1515
mk:@MSITStore:C:/Program%20Files%20(x86)/NET%20Bible/NETBible2009.chm::/netbible/adp151_notes.htm#1516
mk:@MSITStore:C:/Program%20Files%20(x86)/NET%20Bible/NETBible2009.chm::/netbible/adp151_notes.htm#1517
mk:@MSITStore:C:/Program%20Files%20(x86)/NET%20Bible/NETBible2009.chm::/netbible/adp151_notes.htm#1518

2tc As it stands in the Greek text this apocryphal psalm celebrates David’s
rise from humble beginnings to become a famous figure in ancient Israel.
After describing David’s boyhood life as a shepherd and his surprising
selection by the Lord (vv. 1-5), this psalmist emphasizes David’s role as a
hero responsible for the defeat of the giant Goliath who mocked the Israelite
army (vv. 6-7). As such the psalm assumes familiarity with and draws ideas

and phraseology from certain portions of biblical material
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Although in the early part of the twentieth century H. B. Swete had to
acknowledge that “there is no evidence that it [i.e., Psalm 151] ever existed
in Hebrew” (H. B. Swete, Introduction to the Old Testament in Greek, 253),
we now know from the Dead Sea scrolls that this psalm did in fact exist in
Hebrew and was actually a part of the psalter used by the Qumran

community.
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Psalm 151 appears along with a number of canonical and non-canonical
psalms in 11QPs?, a first century A.D. scroll discovered in 1956. (The editio
princeps of this manuscript first appeared in J. A. Sanders, “Ps. 151 in
11QPss,” ZAW 75 [1963]: 73-86, and was slightly revised in J. A. Sanders,



ed., The Psalms Scroll of Qumran Cave 11 (11QPs®), DJD 4, 54-64. On
details of translation, structure, and meaning of this psalm see especially the
following: P. W. Skehan, “The Apocryphal Psalm 151,” CBQ 25 [1963]:
407-09; W. H. Brownlee, “The 11Q Counterpart to Ps 151,1-5,” RevQ 4
[1963]: 379-87; J. Carmignac, “La forme poétique du Psaume 151 de la
grotte 11,” RevQ 4 [1963]: 371-78; J. Carmignac, “Précisions sur la forme
poétique du Psaume 151,” RevQ 5 [1965]: 249-52; J. Strugnell, “Notes on
the Text and Transmission of the Apocryphal Psalms 151, 154 (= Syr. I1)
and 155 (= Syr. III),” HTR 59 [1966]: 257-81; |. Rabinowitz, “The Alleged
Orphism of 11QPss 28 3-12,” ZAW 76 [1964]: 193-200; A.
Dupont-Sommer, “Le Psaume CLI dans 11QPs® et le probléme de son
origine essénienne,” Semitica 14 [1964]: 25-62. On the Qumran evidence for
the Psalter in general see the following: P. W. Flint, The Dead Sea Psalms
Scrolls and the Book of Psalms, STDJ 17 [Leiden: Brill, 1997].)
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God’s victory over Goliath through ‘your servant David’ is repeatedly
recalled to embolden God’s people to faith and perseverance (1 Macc. 4:30,
NRsV; War Scroll 11:1-2; Psalms Scroll 28; Ps. 151, LxX). Also recalled are
David’s musical talents. In the Psalms scroll from Qumran,
OS3 LaS Jadad) g (D Al o aandil &) 58 39 g0 dladld A e il e &) & jlalil
b el all A gal) 4p gall (B a2 g LaS 151 saday sl LA Cpnlsa b
O a8 i ghada

pll) agad) (o gald (B o gy dius)



GOLIATH
Goliath was a soldier in the *Philistine army from the city of *Gath. His
name appears six times in the Historical Books, once in Sirach 47:4, and
once in the superscription of Psalm 151 Lxx and Syriac (the body of Ps 151
refers to the *David and Goliath story but does not mention Goliath by
name).
i
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P-B The literary and archeological records indicate continued use of the
sling throughout the intertestamental and NT periods (cf. 1QM 8:1; Jdt 6:12;
9:7; 1 Macc 9:11). Sir 47:4 emphasizes the sling to the exclusion of all other
weapons mentioned in the biblical account of David and Goliath (contra
LXX Ps 151:7). Josephus records the use of the sling by both sides in the
first Jewish revolt against Rome (War 2:423; 3:211; 4:14, etc.).
i
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The first volume contains the Octateuch with Kings and Chronicles (opov
Bipria ¢). The Books of Chronicles are followed (vol. 11.) by the Prophets
(rpoenron 1¢) Minor and Major, Jeremiah including Baruch, Lamentations
and the Epistle; Daniel (Theodotion’s version) is succeeded by Esther, Tobit,
Judith, Esdras 1, 2, and the four Books of Maccabees. The third volume
contains the Psalter, with Ps. 151, ™
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Notes by Adam Clark
PSALM cli

Besides these hundred and fifty Psalms, there is one additional in the Syriac,
Septuagint, AEthiopic, and Arabic, of which it will be necessary to say
something, and to give a translation. 1. The Psalms is not found in the
Hebrew, nor in the Chaldee, nor in the Vulgate. 2. It is found, as stated,
above, in the Syriac, Septuagint, AEthiopic, and Arabic; but not in the
Anglo-Saxon, though Dom. Calmet has stated the contrary. But | have not

heard of it in any MS. of that version; nor is it in Spelman's printed copy.
NOTES ON PSALM cli.

If we were sure this was David's composition, we should not be willing to
see it out of the number of the Psalms, or standing among the apocryphal

writings. As a matter of curiosity | insert it; as, if a forgery, it is very ancient;



and | leave it to the intelligent reader to add his own notes, and form his own

analysis.
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In the Qumran Hebrew scroll Psalm 151 actually consists of two separate
poems that have been brought together; they are now known as Psalm 151A

and Psalm 151B (which is only partially preserved).
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The Hebrew form of the psalm is thus quite different from that known
previously through Greek, Latin, and Syriac translations. In some ways the
Greek version of Psalm 151 does not seem to make good sense, and the
Hebrew text provides a basis for a better understanding what transpired in

the creation of the Greek version.
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It appears that two earlier psalms have been brought together in the Greek
version in such a way that their original structure and even meaning have

been modified to a significant degree.
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