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Bareheadedness of Women.

In ancient Biblical times there is no indication that women covered their hair
except with head-gears for ornament. The Shulammite's long flowing locks are an

object of admiration in the Song of Songs (iv. 1; vi. 5; vii. 5; compare Ezek. xvi.



7); and much art is bestowed in coquetry upon the braiding (see Isa. iii. 24; 11 Sam.
Xiv. 26; Judges xiii.). The woman suspected of adultery was therefore signally
disgraced, or humiliated like a mourner, when for punishment her head was
disheveled by the priest (Num. v. 18; compare Lev. xxi. 10; A. V. "uncover"); and
shaving off the hair was an insult inflicted only on captive women (Jer. vii. 29; |
Cor. xi. 15).
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Mishnaic Times.

In Mishnaic times, however, it was regarded as an inviolable Jewish custom (“dat
Yehudit") that women should not be seen in the streets with uncovered hair (Ket.
vii. 6); and the infringement of that rule by a married woman was deemed
sufficient ground for divorce, a view stated also in Roman law (Marquardt and
Mommsen, "Handbuch der Romischen Alterthiimer,"” vii., part 2, pp. 554 et seq.).
Accordingly, the Mosaic law (Num. v. 18) mentioned above is taken by the
Septuagint and the Rabbis to mean "the priest shall uncover the woman's head";
and, consequently, R. Ishmael derives from it the law forbidding the daughters of
Israel to walk abroad with uncovered hair (Ket. 72a; Sifre, Num. 11). The great
Importance of the traditional custom may be inferred from the following story,

related in Num. R. xviii. 20:
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Among women long hair is extolled as a mark of beauty (Cant. iv. 1, vii. 6). A
woman'S hair Was never cut except as a sign of deep mourning or of degradation (Jer.
vii. 29; comp. Deut. xxi. 12). Women gave much thought to the care and
decoration of their hair (11 Kings ix. 30; Cant. iv. 1, vi. 4, vii. 5; Judith x. 3). The
prophet Isaiah derides the many aids used by the women in curling and tending
their hair (Isaiah iii.). Josephus mentions the custom—still obtaining in the East—
of sprinkling gold-dust on the hair in order to produce a golden shimmer ("Ant."
viii. 7, 8 3).
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Religious Customs
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As a sign of mourning, part of the head, especially in front, was shaved. Although
this was forbidden by the Law as a heathen superstition (Deut. xiv. 1; Lev. xxi. 5),
the words of the Prophets indicate that it was customary among the people (Isa. xii.
12; comp. ib. iii. 24; Jer. vii. 29, xvi. 6; Ezek. vii. 18; Amos viii. 10; Micah i. 16;
compare also the same custom among Arab women). The practise can not be
interpreted as indicating a renunciation of everything considered in ordinary life to

be a mere ornament (comp. Jer. vii. 29).
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The Law regards it in an entirely different light, as it forbids shaving of the head on
the ground that Israel belongs to Yhwh only (Deut. xiv. 1). Originally, shaving in
times of mourning indicated that the hair was sacrificed to the dead (comp. Lucian,
"De Dea Syria," 60). The Law also regarded as a heathen custom the shaving of the
head in a circle, so that only a strand remained in the center (comp. Jer. ix. 26, Xxv.
23, xlix. 32), and forbade it as such to the Israelites (Lev. xix. 27). Herodotus (iii.
8) says expressly that the Arabs intended to imitate thereby the fashion of their god
Orotal-Dionysus, and he correctly ascribes to the custom a religious reason. The



ancient conception, mentioned above, that the continuously growing hair, like the

blood, is a sign of vitality sufficiently explains the sacrifice of the hair.
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Conservative and Reform Judaism do not generally require women to wear head
coverings. Some more traditional Conservative synagogues will ask that married
women cover their heads during services. However, some more liberal
Conservative synagogues suggest that women, married or not, wear head-coverings

similar to those worn by men, and some require it,
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From H7200; a view (the act of seeing); also an appearance (the thing
seen), whether (real) a shape (especially if handsome, comeliness; often
plural the looks), or (mental) a vision: - X apparently, appearance (-reth),
X as soon as beautiful (-ly), countenance, fair, favoured, form, goodly, to
look (up) on (to), look [-eth], pattern, to see, seem, sight, visage, vision.
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From an unused root meaning to wrap; a veil: - vail.
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Shawl or veil

et
Complete Word Study Dictionary

6809. §"VXsa‘iyp: A masculine noun indicating a veil, a shawl. It refers to a piece of

cloth used to cover a bride’s face, a wrap (Gen. 24:65). Some prefer to understand a shawl in this

context, a covering for a woman’s head and shoulders (Gen. 38:14, 19).
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BDB Definition:

1) to cover, conceal, hide

1a) (Qal) conceal, covered (participle)



1b) (Niphal) to be covered
1c) (Piel)
1c1) to cover, clothe
1¢c2) to cover, conceal
1¢3) to cover (for protection)
1c4) to cover over, spread over
1c5) to cover, overwhelm
1d) (Pual)
1d1) to be covered
1d2) to be clothed

1e) (Hithpael) to cover oneself, clothe oneself
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She took a veil - 7oy hatstsaaif. This is the first time this word occurs, and it is

of doubtful signification; but most agree to render it a veil or a cloak. The former is



the most likely, as it was generally used by women in the east as a sign of chastity,
modesty, and subjection.
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24165/And said to the servant: Who is that et ait ad puerum quis est ille
man who cometh towards us along the (homo qui venit per agrum in
field? And he said to her: That man is |occursum nobis dixit ei ipse est
my master. But she quickly took her |[dominus meus at illa tollens cito

cloak, and covered herself. pallium operuit se
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for the veil was put on when the bride was introduced to the bridegroom, as among
the Romans (x) in later times.
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(x) Vid. Lucan. I. 2. & Martial. Epigr. I. 2. 74. (y) See Shaw's Travels, p. 228.
Tertullian. de Virgin. Veland, c. 17.
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On being informed by the servant that this is his young master, she puts on the veil,

which covers the head, and hangs down gracefully both behind and before.

Cgmad e 9
In a bride it was a token of her reverence and subjection to her husband.
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She then inquired the name of the man; and as soon as she heard that it was lIsaac,
she enveloped herself in her veil, as became a bride when meeting the bridegroom.
7wy, Bémotpov, the cloak-like veil of Arabia (see my Archaologie, §103, 5).
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(KJV) And she put her widow's garments off from her, and covered her with a
vail, and wrapped herself, and sat in an open place, which is by the way to
Timnath; for she saw that Shelah was grown, and she was not given unto him to

wife.
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BDB Definition:
1) to cover
1a) (Pual) covered, encrusted (participle)

1b) (Hithpael) to enwrap oneself, disguise oneself, faint
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| qt?g G998, 5969 T\ OT634 K834 €635 1y cover (NH id., cover, faint; Arabic Cali(galafa)

smear, I1. cover, CsNig(gildfun) sheath; Assyrian elpitu, pining, exhaustion)®
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Complete Word Study Dictionary
5968. ’]z_?l;?‘dlap: I. A verb meaning to cover, to wrap, to overlay. It means in context to hide

one’s identity by wrapping oneself in something (Gen. 38:14)
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and expose: He unravels the plaits of her hair to

humiliate her. From here [we derive] that a bared

head is considered a disgrace for the daughters of
Israel. — [Keth. 72a]
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before the Lord: At the Nicanor Gate, the eastern gate of the [Temple] courtyard
(Sotah 7a) the route by which everyone enters
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Additional support that the color red, is the color of Argaman according to Rashi's
viewpoint, comes from his commentary to Shir Hashirim {Canticles 7:6} "And
the locks of your hair are as Argaman" - the braids of
the hair of your Nazirites {who vow not to cut their
hair} are beautiful in their commandment like the
braids of Argaman". Now a color found on the heads of people is red hair
and not the color, dark purple. And so too in the book Eitz Chaim (Shaar 13
chapter 5 M"T, clal 3) "Behold the hairs of the head... black as it is written "the tips
of his curled hairs are black like a raven" {Shir Hashirim / Canticles 5:11} and of
the female, red as argaman, as it is written the locks of your hair (are as

Argaman)".
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In the first chapter, we have proven that according to the sages the word, U'pharah

is to be defined as the revealing of the head.
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http://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showChapter.php?book=26&chapter=7&q=%D8%B4%D8%B9%D8%B1
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Num 5:18
Uncover the woman’s head - To take off a woman’s veil, and expose her to the

sight of men, would be considered a very great degradation in the East. To this St.
Paul appears to allude, 1Co_11:5, 1Co_11:6,1Co_11:10.
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Rabbi Ishmael derives from this, the law forbidding women to walk with
uncovered hair (Ket. 72a; Sifre Num.11).
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In Mishanic times it was a universal practice for women to cover their hair, it's

violation was deemed grounds for divorce without paying the kethubah. Later

custom became more lenient toward unmarried women. It was an inviolable Jewish



custom that women should not be seen in the streets with their hair uncovered (Ket.
7:6).
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It was forbidden to pray in the presence of an unmarried woman with uncovered

hair (Ber 25A).
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(KJV) Tell me, O thou whom my soul loveth, where thou feedest, where
thou makest /1) flock to rest at noon: for why should I be as one that

turneth aside by the flocks of thy companions?


http://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showChapter.php?book=26&chapter=1&q=%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B8%D9%87%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A9

Apaie Gl g Adiaa (o) (ladall) Cuilay Adile ¢ 6S) Jilal  giié

58 P9 (g 13 a8t

Ol (BB )8 UAS (alit ol iy g Alas s 4133 Ul 5

W 8D 5 skt iglaa Sl 1 gl ) g Bl B Gt 3Y eplag 38 D) GoBE Y 6
5okl A a3k

LAl

B8 30 oSlaa o dpin (83 ikl BT o (580 oLl G Alasdl i 5 41 40 8
il (8 Al Gl (b ja alS) o) ale) 819 A al) rally da 0 Vg Al ) Jsay adly dard) () a4
gl Lbadl = 5l oSl g (g e )

130 5 A Cud 1gS) Gl 138 5 Lgtia 5 (il () oupnny 0 i) A5S10 Lgly Lguadll ciactli Ay
Lt Lgaman A3 (e Wgada Gglglang g Lgale | ganad Lgh o) (Y (uadl) s gl o g ctucdad L)

Y S 8 my (e e LAY Jglady uadd) (B pued cullh g s (8 Gad Sl g agle S R
Wais qilaual ale Glakdd Jga pLAAY) ) cuiatd 4%y (e W griag g Lgale ¢ g Lgal | i ) 9 iy
AN da) (e (AT Y g GLLAR) (e A Ll J ol g Lgdiaka AdST g oA () il O 4 S lin I
L Alan g A€l g gramsall (0 Aadl) J ey 41 @3S 4d) ) S 9 Lgany aolally

Laad (8 pail g WHLidl (e Al A il g daalld

Aaidial) Agalil) (o) ABAAY dray dvimand) B ey i dalSl) 13gd

gy o al g gy aaadi (A Jgd Gl g) laa ad dada dalS () L b (pSSiial) & b 9l
¢ Sy 13a Ja § GiLad) Jy

J 58y sgd Auaae il Ledl iy rlasal) A, L) oSl

1518 i oyl 134 Jadi a 10

¢ Al Lghie daall J¢b

Coaall g i) (8 alSh g B A Gl g (g 30y (Arall ) 2S) Al 0 ja g Agdpal) (e | g f ) g
Claal) Gl (s L 3a Al 4d) 2L

e i



Lﬁ})ﬁﬂj‘i@hﬁg?wﬁj\h@

Al Sy AY) By BN S S NS J ol g AN Lad i fruddly Gllal) dlSdial) 2l g
Aoy g uilal) QU & sy
1 :4 L&) .\:u.ﬁ

Aaiil) o3n aie o g g )Felih ciad (e llalaa @l Al il B s L dea @il 1 24
dala Jaa Ao () e bl &l % (A g a4V 23S JaSh (e J gy g

pliac) plac) 43 2 51 M Cue ) LaS coa oS AT g & i o giSa ATY il g ) S Ly o8] g
OOy CidSy 4SSty A (adld BIAY Jia dpds placly clbuw B ) 5 AY) ISl hany Jia dsda

st &

Lghuay 4d) 385y o4

dala Jaa Ao Gl ) Jre pukais & ad

SO LS daaa & gh o) el W pd diay Vg

38 Juall o gl Selall Y ey 8 01y o le gty U i doiy (Ol o) el iy s 8 Ll
Juall e pust A SoVal) (in g s ol (fia a3 Lgie OB ) AleagiS g Sl guad ol o L
LA Cigd Y Cua Jaadl (598 Lgw a1 O Aw sidal) cili) gaad) (e L) ()9 Adiahaa g

padl) i pal) dlada Jia (Ao AbiE 2 Joba gl sl
Tl ol L ndi Caases OIS dpaae ils gl g

o W i A a8 s dalS La)

Gl B ALK o (a1 lad LGS AalS) g iy sa g

T S (o gald

H6777



a8

tsammah

tsam-maw'

From an unused root meaning to fasten on; a veil: - locks.
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BDB Definition:

1) veil, woman’s veil

Part of Speech: noun feminine
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Thou hast doves’ eyes within thy locks - Perhaps this refers rather to
a sort of veil worn by many of the Eastern women, but especially in Egypt.
It is a species of black cloth made of the hair of some animal, probably the
black goat; is suspended from the head by silken cords, one of which comes
from the crown of the head, down the forehead, to the upper part of the
nose, just under the eyes, at which place the veil begins; for the forehead
and the eyes are uncovered, except the cord above mentioned, which is

ornamented with gold, silver, and precious stones, according to the

circumstances of the wearer. This partial veil not only covers all the face,

the eyes and forehead excepted, but the neck also
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shaw-beece'
From an unused root meaning to interweave; a netting for the hair
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ra‘alah

rah-al-aw'
Feminine of H7478; a long veil (as fluttering): - muffler.
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Treasury of scriptural knowledge
mufflers: or, spangled ornaments
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Gesenius' Hebrew and Chaldee lexicon to the Old Testament Scriptures
51 m.—(1) reeling (from drunkenness), Zec. 12:2.
(2) pl. ni®>yq a woman’s vails, so called from their tremulous motion, Arab.
J&5 Isa. 3:19."Y
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Enhanced Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon

F[nbw7 S TWOT?'*® GK®*] n.[f.] prob. veil (cf. Arabic supr.);—pl. ni%7 s

3:19, in list of finery."



Hok s
Mufflers - Margin, “spangled ornaments.” The word used here is derived from a
verb, “to tremble, to shake” - %37 rd ‘al - and the name is given to the ornament,
whatever it was, probably from its “tremulous” motion.
Dl (o £ il 13gd (as ) and 98 9 gu o) (i Jadll (e ) Ui Ladiieal) Al g 4dy ) Gl
ducd) 1) 4S Al iy LIS g ALy 30
Jia el Ll g
the Targum here explains the word by "women's veils"; though some think
only the "spangles" which were on them are meant, so called from their
trembling and shaking motion.
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mufflers — veils covering the face, with apertures for the eyes, close above
and loosely flowing below. The word radically means “tremulous,” referring

to the changing effect of the spangles on the veil.
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Isaiah 1-12: a commentary
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The theme of the humiliation of the haughty by Yahweh, which
underlies the saying, had been presented quite generally in 2.10ff.
Its roots are to be found in the notion that Yahweh helps the poor
while he brings down the eyes of the proud, a notion that has found
classic formulation in Ps. 18.28, and also was commeon in Wisdom
(cf. Prov. 21.4; Job 22.19). In v. 16 it is applied to the women of
Jerusalem who deliberately held their heads high and also cast
enticing or derogatory glances around them, tripping along with
their feet restrained by pacing chains (cf. v. 20), and tinkling with
their anklets (cf. v. 18). The social background is not further devel-
oped as it is in Amos 4.1ff. So it is not clear that the prophetic critic
has anything but feminine vanity and delight in jewellery in mind;
this, along with an exaggerated self-consciousness, causes him
offence.
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judgment holds in prospect the reversal of present circumstances:
Yahweh himself will bind up the hair of these proud women, who
would be ashamed and be thought shameless to show themselves in
public without veil and head-covering. That means that they will be
degraded to the status of slaves, taken prisoner in war.'* As no one
keeps stinking slave-girls in the house,"” v. 24 might suggest the
march of the women into captivity, on which they go to meet an
unknown fate unwashed, stripped of their proud clothing, with
shorn hair to mark their change of owner (cf. Deut. 21.12), and at the
mercy of all the attentions of their captors.
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[18-23] Puzzling though the meaning of some words still are, ' the
catalogue inserted into vv, 18-23 of everything that would make the
heart of Hebrew woman beat faster isimportant evidence for cultural
history. We see Hebrew women tripping through the street wearing
rings round their ankles, joined together and often one on top of the
other;"” sewn and woven headbands, at their simplest made of wool,
and at their most ornate, precious gold plates held on with bands."
Inaddition, thereare amulets, crescents, worn on valuable necklaces
or as individual items, which may have been hoped to provide
protection from evil spirits as well as external adornment." Earrings
dangle from their ear-lobes, hanging on a chain, shaped like droplets
or with several elements (cf. also Judg. 8.26).* Bronze bracelets
shine on their arms, the open ends of which often had the shape of
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tsammah
tsam-maw'
From an unused root meaning to fasten on; a veil: - locks.
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tsammah

BDB Definition:
1) veil, woman’s veil
Part of Speech: noun feminine
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(KJV) Take the millstones, and grind meal: uncover thy locks, make bare the leg,

uncover the thigh, pass over the rivers.
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show'-bel

From an unused root meaning to flow; a lady’s train (as trailing after her):

- leg.
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Take off the ornaments
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Make bare the leg, uncover the thigh - This is repeatedly seen in
Bengal, where there are few bridges, and both sexes, having neither shoes
nor stockings, truss up their loose garments, and walk across, where the
waters are not deep.
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counsel, they seek Jesus; and they are !

ungplied from the inexhaustible fount
of

ie humanity. When the sinner feels |

the burden of his sin pressing heavily
and groans for release, when the insoly-
ent debtor falls at the feet of his Lord,

erying, * Have mercy !” when the saint '

is set amid the perplexities of life, when
he enters the valley of the shadow of
death, when he comes to the brink of the

river,—these are times when the perfect |

divinity of Jesus is proven to the satis-
faction of the soul.

“ Behold the God-Man!” ories the
Church; and this is the exultant ex-
clamation of the soul left to its deepest
instincts and noblest aspirations, the
soul which was originaﬂy made for
Christ, and finds in him the solution of
all moral problems, the satisfaction of
all its wants, the unfailing fountain of
everlasting life and peace.

Pervonal Appearance of Jesus Chriat.

—None of the evangelists—not even the |
beloved disciple and bosom-friend of |
Jesus—has given us the least hint of |

his countenance and stature. This was
wise. We ought to cling to the Christin
the spirit rather than to the Christ in
the flesh. Yet there must have been
aEiritual beauty in his fuce. He won
t

e hearts of his disciples by a word. '
We are indeed left to cunjecture merely, |

but we cannot read in the hints of his

?ersonal puwer any necessity for taking '
saiah’s description of the suffering Mes-

siah in all its literal baldness. There
was nothing repulsive about Jesus. He

had not the physiognomy of a sinner; a |

supernatural purity and dignity must
have shone through the veil of his flesh,
The first formal dercription of his

looks dates from the fourth century— '
is,indeed,unnuthentic, probably a monk- |
ish fabrication, and yet, because it is |
curious and has had a great influence |
upon the pictorial representations of

Jesus, we insert it here., It is asoribed

to Publius Lentulus, a heathen, supposed .

contemporary and friend of Pilate, in an
apooryphal letter to the Roman Senate:
“In this time appeared a man, who
lives till now—a man endowed with
great powers. Men call him a great
prophet; his own disciples term him
the Son of God. His name is Jesus
Christ. He restores the dead to life

and cures the sick of all manner of dis- !
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eases. This man is of noble and well-
. Eroportioned stature, with a face full of

indness, and yet firmness, so that be-
holders both love him and fear him. His
' hair is the color of wine, and golden at
the root, straight and without Justre, but
from the level of the ears curling and
glossy, and divided down the centre,
after the fashion of the Nazarenes. His
forehead is even and smooth, his face
without blemish, and enhanced by a
tempered bloom, his countenance in-
genuous and kind. Nose and mouth
are in po way faulty. His beard is full,
of the same color as his hair, and forked
in form; his eyes blue and extremely
brilliant. In reproof and rebuke he is
formidable; in exhortation and teach-
ing, gentle and amiable of tongue.
None have seen him to laugh, but
! many, on the contrary, to weep. His
' person is tall, his hands beautiful and
straight. In speaking he is deliberare
and grave and little given to loquacity ;
in beauty, surpassing most men.”

-1t may be proper to suggest the lead-
ing points and principal references re-
specting the divinity of our Lord.

I. The names and titles of the su-

reme Being are applied to him. John

:1; Rom. 9:5; 1 John §:20; Rev. 1:
11; comp. Isa.6:1-10 with John 18 : 41.

IL. The principal attributes of God
| are ascribed to Christ; as, eternity,
John 1:1; 8:58; Rev. 82:13; super-
human knowledge, Matt. 9:4; John 18:
30; 81:17; omnipotence, Phil. 8:21;
Col. 8:9, 10; omnipresence, Matt. 18 :
20;: 28:20; John 3: 13; and unchange-
. ableness. Heb. 13:8,

IIL. The works and prerogatives of
God are ascribed to him, such as the
creation of all things, John 1:1,3; Col.
1:16, 17, nnd their preservation, Heb.
1:3; forgiveness of sins, Dan. 8:9;
comp. with Ps. 30: Matt. 9:2, 6: Col.
8:13; power to raise the dead and to
judge the world. Matt. 25: 31-33; Jobn
5:2-29: Rom.14:10; 2 Cor. §: 10,

IV. He is the object of religions wor-
ship. Phil. 8:10, 11; Heb.1:6; Rev.
8:11-13,
| "We insert here, as a help in study-
( ing the harmony of the four Gospels, the
| chronologioal table of the life o}) Christ,
i from Schaff’s Popular Commentary on
| the New Testament (New York, 1879),
vol. i, p. 18, :
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FORE'HEAD. Inasmuchas mod-
est women kept the forehead covered
with a veil, not to do so was indicative
of shamelessncss. Jer. 8 : 3. Jewels for J
the forehead, Eze.16 : 12, were nose- |
jewels, although at the present dny in
the East women wear jewels and strings
of coins acruss their foreheads. Towark
the forehead with the device of a god
denoted the consecration of the intelloct
unto it. Thus, the mark of the beast
was upon the forehead. Rev. 18: lﬁ.l
So Gmr's name is upon the saint’s fore-
head. Rev. 22: 4. |
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whole bodies every third day. The
women, however, wore their natural
bair long and plaited. In place of the

Sy g Jash bl ab 2l (S agdl Sl gl sludl) (o J gy Sl

s ) (a8 Lyl g
. hair about the temples. The hair (erpe-
cially black or dark hair) was coneider-
ed an ornament, and it was anointed
with aromatic oil, particularly on feeti-
vale and other joyous oceasions. Buth
3:3; 2S8am.14:2; Ps. 283:5; 82:10;
Fcel. 9:8; Luke T:48. Combs and
' hair-pins are mentioned in the Talmud

ns in use among the Jews,

The hair is epoken of by the apostle
as 8 natural ﬂﬂf or covering to women,
which it is & shame to put off, 1 Cor.
11:15. It was plaited or braided, as is
| the custom at this day among the Ariat-
ic women. The excessive care bestowed
upon the head-dress led to the apostolio
recbuke. 1 Tim. 2:9; 1 Pet. 3: 3. BSee

| HHEAD-DRESS.
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(KJVA) And these wicked men commanded to uncover her face, (for she

was covered) that they might be filled with her beauty.
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1 Mow Sousanna was very refined and beauti-
ful in appearance. ¥Then the soundrels com-
mancled that she be uncovered [for she was veiled)
st that they could be sated with her beauty. 7 llut

those wha were with her and all who saw her
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n. NOMen, noun.

f. feminine, feminae.
cf. confer, compare.
supr. supra, above.
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