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From G2596 and G153; to shame down, that is, disgrace or (by

implication) put to the blush: - confound, dishonour, (be a-, make a-)

shame (-d).
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Thayer Definition:
1) to dishonour, disgrace

2) to put to shame, make ashamed

Jad g S Y Al S B (s

258 ugaldy



2a) to be ashamed, blush with shame

2b) one is said to be put to shame who suffers a repulse, or whom some
hope has deceived
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ing before attaining maturity. (In the
poorest places, like Egypt, perhaps half
of those born died by the age of twelve,
Poorer *Gentile families often dis-
carded babies if they thought they
could not support them.) Eager to get
on with the business of setting up the
*kingdom, the “disciples have little
time for people who do not wield polit-
bcal power.

10:14-15. Some thought that the
*kimgdom would be achieved by force
of arms; others, by radical moral re-
form. and 3o on. Bul although Jewsish
people (unlike Greeks) respected hu-
mility, no one expected the kingdom o
come by becoming poererless like chil-
dren. The totally pawerless can depend
an no ane but God.

10:16. In Genesis some of the patri-
archs conferred blessings by the laying
on of hands {Gen 48:14), and their
prayers wene answered. We may be

sure that these children were truly
blessed.

1:17-31
A Rich Man and the Kingdom
10:17. A pious man  cusiomarily

sought out his own teacher; a man of
wealth could normally find the best or
most popular teacher bor himself. For a
man of wealth to bow before a teacher
indicated tremendous respect. We know
that at least some “disciples asked their
teachers questions like the one this rich
man asks fesus. To “inherit “eternal
life” meant to share in the life of the
coming world, the life of the *kingdom
of Gl

10:18-19. Without denying that ke
hkimaelf is good, Jesus reminds the man
of the standard [ewish conpeption of
God's goodness (others could be good,
but no one compared with Godl; he
then lists zebrct commandments from
the "Old Testament {Fve from the Ten
Commandmenisl dealing with human

162
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relations (cather than directhy with
Cad) that people could test (not, for
instance, a prohibition against a sin of
the heart, coveting),

10:28.  IF only God is good, the man
will have to admit he has broken some
commandment; but the command-
ments Jesus had listed were kept by
most well-raised. educated Jewish peo-
ple.

10:21-22. Judaism stressed charity
heavily, but [ewish teachers did not
normally require a prospective “disci-
phe 1o divest himself entirely of funds.
Several teachers, especially some radi-
cal Greek teachers, made such de-
mands on rch students o see iF they
would value true teaching above their
wealth; a fewr rich persons would give
up their goods, but most disappointed
such teachers,

10:23-24. Jesus turns the soclal order
upside down. The well-to-do were
often hailed for their generosity (they
had maore to givel; being less educated
in the law, the poor were sometimes
seen as less plous (although poverty it-
self was certainly not seen as a sign of
implety, especially by the poor them-
selves).

125 This image reflects a Jewish
figure of speech for deing something
impossible {a  large animal  going
through a needle’s eye). The saying, a
*hyperbale, refers to a literal needle.
{Those whao think |esus refers here o
a gate in Jerusalem called the “eye of a
needle” are mistaken, becauee that gate
was built in medieval times.) A wealthy
persan could relinguish wealth only by
God's grace {10:26-27).,

12e-30  Most of Jesus” “disciples
had not been poor (being Fisheemen
and *tax gathecers) but had sbandoned
their economie position o follow him.
Their reward would be Found in believ-
ers sharing possessions as a family in
this world {cf. &:10; Bt 100d2; Acts
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braided with gold, which Paul might
have in view here; men were especially
attracted by women’s decorated hair.
Like most other writers who con-
demned such gaudiness, Paul should be
understood as attacking excess, not as
ruling against all adornment.
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