Sl gl ga B eled) e o ) WG
Al ghaal) & claad) g lall) e

s L) J) 580 g

sl JI g8 C alsil) B pald) o oA dSall Jas) g
4818 o) Jauadilly 4dadil) 38 & JA3) o) S

Gl 1) iy S ¢ Ry S G ) g (a9 leadl) Bl g Al ) AdlS (e () alS £ Ll) ) 6B)
2y 13g1 g i S ) LIS Lia 3 Y1 g dglaead) Uiia 8 Wl (o alaiand Y AgSaudl) SLial) 03 g
Cal S 5gd A 1) 8 AuSuil) agila daph g agllA agdy o (o £ LY ) 8)

11 (Ao (ugii )5S £ saga 8 s LY 7 i a8l Liay) day g Sal) 23S atbliu g

G IESCNY 5 patalS) sunail

98 a3 i yall S 3

GO9Sy £ 98 g Ak o ghd g dading (udla (8 Sl g g Ja il g o) sal) O

oda (¥ J3iall (A Y) (od Lgta g ) g W 3 Ll i Lgraaa (35S &) el o) pall & 4l g
Aidadl) B hid o (Say Y slad) iy dlasati Al g ) ) &l il e Lgant dadiiaal) Gudlall
038 (Y 5 L4 9 S 131 Addadl) B A0 Jo gheat ole e 1585 Y g LaS W 1) W (o A g3y

ol ) Blaia 4 ol) Aiia Ll (0 &y g (Y AalSl) ) A



i gdianls) (puall) aNS g

Woman and man are to go to church decently attired, with natural step, embracing
silence, possessing unfeigned love, pure in body, pure in heart, fit to pray to God.
Let the woman observe this, further. Let her be entirely covered, unless she happen
to be at home. For that style of dress is grave, and protects from being gazed at.
And she will never fall, who puts before her eyes modesty, and her shawl; nor will
she invite another to fall into sin by uncovering her face. For this is the wish of the

Word, since it is becoming for her to pray veiled.
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It is enough for women to protect their locks, and bind up their hair simply
along the neck with a plain hair-pin, nourishing chaste locks with simple care to
true beauty. For meretricious plaiting of the hair, and putting it up in tresses,
contribute to make them look ugly, cutting the hair and plucking off it those
treacherous braidings; on account of which they do not touch their head, being
afraid of disordering their hair. Sleep, too, comes on, not without fear lest they pull

down without knowing the shape of the braid.
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But additions of other people’s hair are entirely to be rejected, and it is a most

sacrilegious thing for spurious hair to shade the head, covering the skull with dead



locks. For on whom does the presbyter lay his hand? Whom does he bless? Not the
woman decked out, but another’s hair, and through them another head. And if “the
man is head of the woman, and God of the man,” how is it not impious that they
should fall into double sins? For they deceive the men by the excessive quantity of
their hair; and shame the Lord as far as in them lies, by adorning themselves
meretriciously, in order to dissemble the truth. And they defame the head, which is

truly beautiful.
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Consequently neither is the hair to be dyed, nor grey hair to have its colour
changed. For neither are we allowed to diversify our dress. And above all, old age,
which conciliates trust, is not to be concealed. But God’s mark of honour 1s to be
shown in the light of day, to win the reverence of the young. For sometimes, when
they have been behaving shamefully, the appearance of hoary hairs, arriving like
an instructor, has changed them to sobriety, and paralyzed juvenile lust with the

splendour of the sight.
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He signifies that not at the time of prayer only but also continually, she ought to be

covered.



Wherefore, as touching the woman, he said, “But if she be not veiled, let her also

be shorn;”
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but if a woman have long hair, it is a glory to her, for her hair is given her for a
covering.”
“And if it be given her for a covering,” say you, “wherefore need she add

another covering?” That not nature only,
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Chapter XXI1.—Of Virgins.

But that point which is promiscuously observed throughout the churches,
whether virgins ought to be veiled or no, must be treated of. For they who allow to
virgins immunity from head-covering, appear to rest on this; that the apostle has
not defined “virgins” by name, but “women,”®% [He{# M. as “‘to be veiled;” nor
the sex generally, so as to say “females,” but a class of the sex, by saying
“women:” for if he had named the sex by saying “females,” he would have made
his limit absolute for every woman; but while he names one class of the sex, he
separates another class by being silent. For, they say, he might either have named

“virgins” specially; or generally, by a compendious term, “females.”
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So completely has Paul by naming the sex generally, mingled “daughters” and
species together in the genus. Again, while he says that “nature herself,”®%» 1 Cor.
xi. 14. which has assigned hair as a tegument and ornament to women, “teaches that

veiling is the duty of females,” has not the same tegument and the same honour of
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the head been assigned also to virgins? If “it is shameful” for a woman to be shorn

it is similarly so to a virgin too.
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, “why do you boast,” saith he, “as if you have not received it?” Why, by your
ostentation of yourself, do you judge others? Is it that, by your boasting, you invite

others unto good? Nay, but even you yourself run the risk of losing, if you boast;
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and you drive others unto the same perils! What is assumed from love of boasting
Is easily destroyed. Be veiled, virgin, if virgin you are; for you ought to blush. If
you are a virgin, shrink from (the gaze of) many eyes. Let no one wonder at your
face; let no one perceive your falsehood. You do well in falsely assuming the
married character, if you veil your head; nay, you do not seem to assume it falsely,
for you are wedded to Christ: to Him you have surrendered your body; act as

becomes your Husband’s discipline
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Chapter XX.—Of Women’s Dress.



So far, however, as regards the dress of women, the variety of observance
compels us—men of no consideration whatever—to treat, presumptuously indeed,

after the most holy apostle,®™== See 1 Cor. xi. 1-16; 1 Tim. ii. 9, 10. €Xcept in so far as it

will not be presumptuously if we treat the subject in accordance with the apostle.
Touching modesty of dress and ornamentation, indeed, the prescription of
Peter®= 1 pet. iii. 1-6. likewise is plain, checking as he does with the same mouth,
because with the same Spirit, as Paul, the glory of garments, and the pride of gold,

and the meretricious elaboration of the hair.
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I mean woman’s, as already taken possession of by this very thing, is not open also
to a band. She has the burden of her own humility to bear. If she ought not to
appear with her head uncovered on account of the angels, much more with a crown
on it will she offend those (elders) who perhaps are then wearing crowns

above.®* Rev.iv. 4. For what is a crown on the head of a woman,
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What matters it to you how | use them, if nevertheless the flowers are
purchased? | think it more agreeable to have them free and loose, waving all
about. Even if they are woven into a crown, we smell the crown with our
nostrils: let those look to it who scent the perfume with their hair. We do not
go to your spectacles; yet the articles that are sold there, if I need them, I will
obtain more readily at their proper places. We certainly buy no frankincense.
If the Arabias complain of this, let the Sabaeans be well assured that their
more precious and costly merchandise is expended as largely in the burying of

Christians [140] as in the fumigating of the gods.
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For the Apostle asks: "'Is it comely that a woman pray unto God uncovered;
doth not nature itself teach you that if a man have long hair, it is a shame unto

him? For it is contrary to nature.” And again he says: "'If a woman have long



hair, it is a glory unto her." [328] It is according to nature, since her hair is
given her for a veil, for it is a natural veil. Thus nature arranges for us both
character and appearance, and we ought to observe her directions. Would
that we could guard her innocence, and not change what we have received by

our wickedness!

We have that general seemliness; for God made the beauty of this world. We

have it also in its parts;
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and Paul’s image of “control” over women in 1 Corinthians 11. These women are

prophesying
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As the context makes clear, “...Paul does not silence the women’s voices, but takes
their prophetic role for granted” (Mary Rose D’ Angelo, “Veils, Virgins, and the

Tongues of Men and Angels: Women’s Heads in Early Christianity,” in Off with
Her Head:
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The Denial of Women's Identity in Myth, Religion, and Culture [ed. W. Eilberg-
Schwartz and W. Doniger; Berkeley: University of California Press, 1995], 139).
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Your head has remained free from the impious and wicked veil with which the
captive heads of those who sacrificed were there veiled; your brow, pure with the
sign of God, could not bear the crown of the devil, but reserved itself for the

Lord’s crown.
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