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The occasion of this psalm was the captivity of the Jews in Babylon, and the
treatment they met with there; either as foreseen, or as now endured. Aben

Ezra ascribes this psalm to David; and so the Syriac version, which calls it,

""a psalm of David; the words of the saints, who were carried captive into
Babylon."

The Septuagint, Vulgate Latin, and Ethiopic versions, make it to be David's,
and yet add the name of Jeremiah; and the Arabic version calls it David's,
concerning Jeremiah: but, as Theodoret observes, Jeremiah was not carried
into Babylon, but, after some short stay in or near Jerusalem, was forced

away into Egypt; and could neither be the writer nor subject of this psalm:



and though it might be written by David under a spirit of prophecy; who
thereby might foresee and foretell the Babylonish captivity, and what the Jews
would suffer in it; as the prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah did, many years before
it came to pass; yet it seems rather to have been written by one of the
captivity, either while in it, or immediately after it.
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Yoo

sela®

seh'-lah

From an unused root meaning to be lofty; a craggy rock, literally or

figuratively (a fortress): - (ragged) rock, stone (-ny), strong hold.

H5553



yoo

sela“

BDB Definition:

1) crag, cliff, rock
1a) crag, cliff

1b) as stronghold of Jehovah, of security (figuratively)
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That takes the infants from their mothers' breasts, or out of their arms, and
dashes out their brains against a *'rock™, as the word (k) signifies; which,
though it may seem a piece of cruelty, was but a just retaliation; the
Babylonians having done the same to the Jewish children, and is foretold
elsewhere should be done to theirs, Isa_13:16. Nor is this desired from a spirit
of revenge, but for the glory of divine justice, and that such a generation of
cruel creatures might be rooted out of the earth; see Rev_2:2. Some
allegorically understand this of crushing and mortifying the first motions of

sin in the heart; but such a sense seems to have no place here.
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These excesses were common in all barbarous nations, and are only
prophetically declared here. He shall be reputed happy, prosperous, and
highly commendable, who shall destroy Babylon.
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