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Introductory Note to the Epistle of Polycarp to the Philippians



[A.D. 65-100-155.] THE Epistle of Polycarp is usually made a sort of preface
to those of Ignatius, for reasons which will be obvious to the reader. Yet he was
born later, and lived to a much later period. They have been friends from the days
of their common pupilage under St. John; and there is nothing improbable in the
conjecture of Usher, that he was the “angel of the church in Smyrna,” to whom the
Master says, “Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” His
pupil Irenzus gives us one of the very few portraits of an apostolic man which are
to be found mn antiquity, in a few sentences which are a picture: “I could describe

the very place in which the blessed Polycarp sat and taught;
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| have translated the books of Josephus [2249] and the volumes of the holy
.men Papias [2250] and Polycarp
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Might | not array against you the whole series of ancient writers? Ignatius,
Polycarp, Irenaeus, Justin Martyr, and many other apostolic and eloquent
men, who against Ebion, Theodotus of Byzantium, and Valentinus, held these
.same views, and wrote volumes replete with wisdom
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There is also a very graphic account given of Polycarp by Irenaeus in
his Epistle to Florinus, to which the reader is referred. It has been
[preserved by Eusebius (Hist. Eccl., v. 20
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An Epistle to Florinus, of which a small fragment has been preserved by
Eusebius; a treatise On the Valentinian Ogdoad; a work called forth by
;the paschal controversy, entitled On Schism, and another On Science
all of which that remain will be found in our next volume of his
writings
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1. Saint Polycarp at Encyclopaedia Britannica
2. Encyclopaedia Britannica: Saint lIrenaeus
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he said to them prophetically, “I must be burnt alive.”
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Now, as soon as he had ceased praying, having made mention of all that had at
any time come in contact with him, both small and great, illustrious and
obscure, as well as the whole Catholic Church throughout the world, the time
of his departure having arrived, they set him upon an ass, and conducted him
into the city, the day being that of the great Sabbath. And the Irenarch Herod,

439439 Jacobson

accompanied by his father Nicetes (both riding in a chariot
deems these words an interpolation. ), met him, and taking him up into the

chariot, they seated themselves beside him,

So they, having no hope of persuading him, began to speak bitter words
unto him, and cast him with violence out of the chariot, insomuch that, in
getting down from the carriage, he dislocated his leg [by the fall]. But without
being disturbed, and as if suffering nothing, he went eagerly forward with all
haste, and was conducted to the stadium, where the tumult was so great, that

there was no possibility of being heard.
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When he had pronounced this amen, and so finished his prayer, those who
were appointed for the purpose kindled the fire. And as the flame blazed forth

in great fury,***®

Literally, “a great flame shining forth.” we, to whom it
was given to witness it, beheld a great miracle, and have been preserved that
we might report to others what then took place. For the fire, shaping itself
into the form of an arch, like the sail of a ship when filled with the wind,
encompassed as by a circle the body of the martyr. And he appeared within
not like flesh which is burnt, but as bread that is baked, or as gold and silver
glowing in a furnace. Moreover, we perceived such a sweet odour [coming
from the pile], as if frankincense or some such precious spices had been

461461

smoking Literally, “breathing.” there.
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At length, when those wicked men perceived that his body could not be
consumed by the fire, they commanded an executioner to go near and pierce
him through with a dagger.
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POLYCARP (PERSON). Bishop of Smyrna in Asia Minor, born ca. 70 C.E. and
martyred in Smyrna ca. 156 C.E. Our sources for the life of Polycarp include
Ignatius’ letter to Polycarp, Irenaeus’ Adversus Haereses, Eusebius’ Historia
Ecclesiastica, and most importantly, the anonymous Martyrdom of Polycarp.
Irenaeus, quoted by Eusebius (Hist. Eccl. 5:20:6), states that Polycarp was a
disciple of John the Apostle. Some scholars doubt the accuracy of this assertion,
especially considering Eusebius’ preoccupation with demonstrating apostolic
succession. Neither Ignatius nor Polycarp himself mentions any connection with
John. According to a scribal addition to the Martyrdom of Polycarp (22:2),

Irenaeus was a disciple of Polycarp.’
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ca. circa (about, approximately)

C.E.common (or Christian) era



Hist. Eccl. Eusebius, Historia ecclesiastica (= Church History)

'Freedman, D. N. (1996, c1992). The Anchor Yale Bible Dictionary (5:389). New
York: Doubleday.



