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el-o-heem*

Plural of 433 gods in the ordinary sense; but specifically used (in the
plural thus, especially with the article) of the supreme God; occasionally
applied by way of deference to magistrates; and sometimes as a
superlative: - angels, X exceeding, God (gods) (-dess, -ly), X (very) great,
judges, X mighty.
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BDB Definition:
2) (plural)
1a) rulers, judges
1b) divine ones
1c) angels

1d) gods


http://www.sacred-texts.com/bib/poly/h0433.htm

2) (plural intensive — singular meaning)
2a) god, goddess
2b) godlike one
2¢) works or special possessions of God
2d) the (true) God
2e) God
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Enhanced Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon.

ta. rulers, judges, either as divine representatives at sacred places or as
reflecting divine majesty and power: 279877 Ex 21:6 (Onk S, but 1o
Kproijprov tod Ocol G) 22:7, 8; 27 ,22:8 277K (T Ra AE Ew RVm; but
gods, G Josephus Philo AV; God, Di RV; all Covt. code of E) cf. 1 S 2:25
v. Dr; Ju 5:8 (Ew, but gods G; God S BarHeb; m7> B Be) vy 82:1, 6 (De
Ew Pe; but angels Bl Hup) 138:1 (S T Rab Ki De; but angels G Calv;
God, Ew; gods, Hup Pe Che). tb. divine ones, superhuman beings
including God and angels y 8:6 (De Che Br; but angels G S T Ew; God,
RV and most moderns) Gn 1:27 (if with Philo T Jer De Che we interpret
mwwi as God’s consultation with angels; cf. Jb 38:7). f¢. angels y 97:7 (G
S Calv; but gods, Hup De Pe Che); cf. ash8(77) "12 = (the) sons of God,
or sons of gods = angels Jb 1:6; 2:1; 38:7 Gn 6:2, 4 (J; so G Bks. of



Enoch & Jubilees Philo Jude v 6; 2 Pet 2:4 JosAnt. i, 3, 1, most ancient
fathers and modern critics; against usage are sons of princes, mighty
men, Onk and Rab.; sons of God, the pious, Theod Chrys Jer Augustine
Luther Calv Hengst; GL read ot viotl 100 @Qgo0), cf. 2v%K 513. d. gods
297987 Ex 18:11; 22:19 (E) 1 S 4:8 2 Ch 2:4 v 86:8; 2717587 7K the God
of gods, supreme God Dt 10:17 y 136:2; 27758 Ex 32:1, 23 (JE) Ju 9:13;
2" R 2%oR other gods Ex 20:3; 23:13 Jos 24:2, 16 (E) Dt 31:18, 20 (JE)
5:7 + (17 times in D, not P) Ju 2:12, 17, 19; 10:131 S 8:8; 26:19 1 K 9:6,
9(=2Ch7:19,22) 11:4, 10; 14:92 K 5:17; 17:35, 37, 38; 22:17 (=2 Ch
34:25) 2 Ch 28:25 Je 1:16 + (18 times Je) Ho 3:1; 221(77) *m7%x foreign
gods Gn 35:2, 4 Jos 24:20, 23 (E) Dt 31:16 (JE) Ju 10:16 1 S 7:32 Ch
33:15 Je 5:19; 7w 'R (v. 4 b); a»xn ') Ex 12:12 (P) Je 43:12, 13; "N /N
Jos 24:15 (E) Ju 6:10; 29 '8 etc. Ju 10:6; >7> mwwn avox Dt 4:28; 'x
2% gods of the nations 2 K 18:33; 19:12 Dt 29:17 2 Ch 32:17, 19 Is
36:18; 37:12; anpn 'R Dt 6:14; 13:8 Ju 2:12 y 96:5 1 Ch 5:25; 16:26 2
Ch 32:13, 14; nos '8 Ex 20:23 (E); am7 '8 Ex 20:23 (E) 32:31 (JE); m99n 'R
Ex 34:17 (J) Lv 19:4 (H).
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Baker, W. (2003, c2002). The complete word study dictionary : Old
Testament (54). Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers.



430. @y elohiym: A masculine plural noun meaning God, gods,
judges, angels. Occurring more than 2,600 times in the Old Testament,
this word commonly designates the one true God (Gen. 1:1) and is often
paired with God’s unique name yehowah (3068) (Gen. 2:4; Ps. 100:3).
When the word is used as the generic designation of God, it conveys in
Scripture that God is the Creator (Gen. 5:1); the King (Ps. 47:7[8]); the
Judge (Ps. 50:6); the Lord (Ps. 86:12); and the Savior (Hos. 13:4). His
character is compassionate (Deut. 4:31); gracious (Ps. 116:5); and
faithful to His covenant (Deut. 7:9). In fewer instances, this word refers
to foreign gods, such as Dagon (1 Sam. 5:7) or Baal (1 Kgs. 18:24). It
also might refer to judges (Ex. 22:8[7], 9[8]) or angels as gods (Ps. 97:7).
Although the form of this word is plural, it is frequently used as if it
were singular—that is, with a singular verb (Gen. 1:1-31; Ex. 2:24). The
plural form of this word may be regarded (1) as intensive to indicate
God’s fullness of power; (2) as majestic to indicate God’s kingly rule; or
(3) as an allusion to the Trinity (Gen. 1:26). The singular form of this
word ’el6ah (433) occurs only in poetry (Ps. 50:22; Isa. 44:8). The

shortened form of the word is el (410).
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