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Scene from the tomb of Khnumhotep in Beni Hasan, Middle Egypt,
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Ipuwer Papyrus, National Archaeological Museum, Leiden,
Netherlands.
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Metro Museum of Art.
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Ebla archives
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In 1887 an Egyptian peasant woman discovered a collection of
cuneiform tablets at the site of Akh-en-Aton's capital from the 14th

century BC, now called Tell EI-Amarna. There were a total of 377
tablets found.
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(Na'aman 1979, 680; Moran 1992, 318).
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The El Amarna (EA) 299 from Gezer says, ""Now the Hapiru are
prevailing over us. So may the King, my Lord, take me away from the
land of the Hapiru, so that the Hapiru will not destroy us"
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EA 273 says, ""May the king, my lord, be informed that war is waged in
the land and that the land of the king, my lord, is being ruined by going
over to the Hapiru™
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Glass fish from the EI Amarna Period used as a cosmetic vessel. Fish,
although regarded as unclean, were also sacred animals. All the Nile

fish died in the plague.
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The Papyrus Ipuwer,
Egyptian Version of the Plagues
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Papyrus The Papyrus Ipuwer Exodus The Hebrew Scriptures on
Describing a Disaster the 10 Plagues

2:5-6  "'Plague is throughout the 7:21 ""... there is blood
land. Blood is everywhere."" throughout all the land of
Egypt.”
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2:8  "Forsooth, the land turns
round like a potter's

wheel."
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2:10  "Forsooth, gates, columns  7:20 ... all the waters that were

and walls are consumed."" in the river turned to
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2:10  Men shrink from tasting -
human beings and thirst

after water.""

AS ) (3535 (3o | gualiy Jia
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2:11 'The towns are destroyed.
Upper Egypt has become

dry (wastes?)."
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2:13 '*He who places his brother
In the ground is

everywhere."

JS b s e 4iid iy o3
e

31, "Forsooth, the desert is
throughout the land. The

nomes are laid waste. A

7:24 "And all the Egyptians dug

12:30

round about the river for

water to drink."
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Al a1 gyl pla JaY gl

A sla Ga ) gy ) ) g Ay

'* .. there was not a house
where there was not one

dead. ... there was a great

cry in Egypt."”
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foreign tribe from abroad

has come to Egypt."
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3:10-
13

"That is our water! That is
our happiness! What shall
we do in respect thereof?

Allis ruin."
13gd Jadi 13la Likialaw 038 Lala 022
A (ol JS

3:14 "It Is groaning that is
throughout the land,

mingled with lamentations."
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4:2 'Forsooth, great and small

say: | wish I might die.""
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12:12

**... and the river stank."
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"'... this night ... against all
the gods of Egypt I will

execute judgment.*

raa ga ) B bl A8 12 012
A B USa JS il g ALl ola

gikal g adlgdl) g il (2 paa
G L peaal) dgd) U< Lalgal



< gal

4:3  'Forsooth, the children of
princes are dashed against

the walls.™

Jilia (a5 sk o) pa¥) gLyl s
Laif gal)

4:4 *Forsooth, those who were
in the place of embalment
are laid on the high

ground.™
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4:14 "Trees are destroyed. ...
Years of noise [hrw]. There

IS no end to noise.""

Taall (& gl pladl) & paad

12:29 "And it came to pass, that
at midnight the Lord smote
all the firstborn in the land

of Egypt, from the first
born of Pharaoh that sat on

his throne unto the first
born of the captive that was

in the dungeon.™
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5:5 "All animals, their hearts
weep. Cattle moan ...""

Apdilall g (S5 g ot ) gaal) aan
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O

e "Forsooth, that has
perished which yesterday
was seen. The land is left

over to its weariness like the
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9:3 ... the hand of the Lord is
upon thy cattle which is in
the field ... there shall be a

grievous morain.""
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9:19 ... gather thy cattle and all
that thou hast in the field
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cutting of flax.™
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5:14f ""Would that there might be
an end of men, no

conception, no birth! Oh,

that the earth would cease

from noise, and tumult be

no more!**

¥ Jaa¥ Juall dilgd oda (198 B g
Zaaall (o i gl a Y o) oY
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g4k ""No fruits nor herbs are
found. ... hunger. ... Oh, that
the earth would cease from
noise, and tumult (uproar)

be no more.™
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9:25 "... and the hail smote every
herb of the field, and brake

every tree of the field."
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6:7

""Forsooth, public offices
are opened and their census

lists are taken away."
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9:23- ... the fire ran along upon
24 the ground. ... there was
hail, and fire mingled with

the hail, very grievous."
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6:9 "Forsooth, the laws of the
judgment hall are cast
forth. Men walk upon

[them] in the public places.™
(Ali daSaal) deld oyl 6B Lia
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6:12 "Forsooth, the children of
princes are cast out in the

streets."
)54l A e o) pa¥) Jlk)

&l ""Behold, the fire has
mounted up on high. Its
burning goes forth against

the enemies of the land. ...

weep ... the earth is ... on

every side ... weep."'
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overturned in a minute."
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7:20 '...all the waters that were
in the river were turned to
blood."

o ) Glgad gl olaa JS

7221 "'... there was blood
throughout all the land of
Egypt. ... and the river

stank."
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8:14 ""Behold, the chiefs of the

land flee."
15 p o) sl A gh

9:2-3  "Behold, no offices are in
their (right) place, like a
frightened herd without a
herdsmen. Behold, cattle
are left to stray, and there is
none to gather them

together.
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9:21 "And he that regarded not
the word of the Lord left his
servants and his cattle in the
field."
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Each man fetches for
himself those that are

branded with his name.""
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9:11 "Theland is not light ... **

WA (Ao 5 gl 25

10:2 ""Men flee ... Tents are what
they make like the dwellers
of the hills ...""

CAS Jia clan aLAY 158 Jla )
D

10:3-6 ""Lower Egypt weeps. ... The
entire palace is without its
revenues. To it belong (by

right) wheat and barley,
geese and fish. The

storehouse of the king is the

10:22

10:15

Jaal)

... and there was a thick

darkness in all the land of

Egypt.”
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... and there remained not
any green thing in the trees,
or in the herbs of the fields,
through all the land of

Egypt."
""He smote their vines also



common property of

everyone."
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12:6ff ""Today fear ... more than a

million of people. Not seen
... enemies ... enter into the

temples ... weep."'

Gl G G gala (e AS) G gA a gl)

and their fig trees; and
brake the trees of their

coasts." Psalms 105:33
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14:11 Men ... They have come to
an end for themselves.

There are none found to

stand and protect

themselves."
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15:1 '"What has happened? ... through it is to cause

the Asiatics to know the condition of the land.""
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PAPYRUS 2:5-6 Plague is throughout the land. Blood is everywhere.
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PAPYRUS 2:10 The river is blood
10 Jhw 2 dada

ad gual gl

PAPYRUS 2:10 Men shrink from tasting -- human beings, and thirst

after water.
10 s 2 dada
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11 Jbow 2 dada
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2:13 He who places his brother in the ground is everywhere.
13 Jhw 2 dadia
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PAPYRUS 3:10-13 That is our water! That is our happiness! What shall

we do in respect thereof? All is ruin!
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papyrus 3:14:

It is groaning that is throughout the land, mingled with lamentations.
14 shu 3 dada

Clsilly V) Olsa JS A 0l

PAPYRUS 4:2 Forsooth, great and small say: | wish I might die.
2 shu 4 dada

< gall ey JS)

PAPYRUS 4:3, and 5:6 Forsooth, the children of princes are dashed

against the walls.
3 Jhw 4 dadia
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PAPYRUS 5:5 All animals, their hearts weep. Cattle moan....
5 Jhw 5§ Aada
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PAPYRUS 6:1 No fruit nor herbs are found... hunger.
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PAPYRUS 6:3 Forsooth, grain has perished on every side.
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6:12 Forsooth, the children of princes are cast out in the streets.
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PAPYRUS 9:2-3 Behold, cattle are left to stray, and there is none to
gather them together. Each man fetches for himself those that are

branded with his name.
3-2 b 9 dada
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PAPYRUS 9:11 The land is not light....
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