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Jericho



The ancient city of Jericho is identified with Tell es-Sultan. The first large

scale excavation was by Sellin and Watzinger from 1907 to 1909. The next
major excavation was directed by Garstang from 1930 to 1936. Garstang
believed that the fourth city was destroyed by Joshua just after 1400 BC A
third major excavation was done by Kenyon between 1952 to 1958. She
challenged Garstang's date by insisting that the fourth city double walls were
from the Early Bronze Age. Jericho was mainly abandoned during the Late
Bronze Age, but the Middle Bronze Age was violently destroyed by fire.
Kenyon states: The date of the burned buildings would seem to be the very
end of the Middle Bronze Age, and the destruction may be ascribable to the
disturbances that followed the expansion (expulsion) of the Hyksos from
Egypt in about 1540 BCE (Stern 1993, Vol. 2, 680). Could these
disturbances be the Israelite conquest? Both Kenyon and Garstang agree that
the Middle Bronze Age city of Jericho was destroyed as a result of the
expulsion of the Hyksos from Egypt. There have been many proposals to
solve the time of Joshua's conquest. Courville cuts out over 600+ years by
equating the end of the Early Bronze Age with Joshua's conquest around
1400 BC (1971, 151; Bimson 1981, 119).
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Al has been located at Et-Tell by Albright. A brief excavation was
conducted here by Garstang in 1928. A second excavation was done from
1933 to 1935 by Marquet-Krause. A third excavation was conducted by
Calloway sponsored by the American Schools of Oriental Research from
1964 to 1970. The major problem here is that Al was destroyed at the end of
the Early Bronze Age, and was abandoned until the beginning of the Iron
Age, yet Joshua is said to have destroyed it (Stern 1993; Zevit 1985, 58).
There are several explanations for this. Livingston locates Al at Khirbet
Nisya, yet there is no clear evidence for this (Bimson and Livingston). Yadin
interprets the Bible etiologically here (Shanks 1988, 64). It explains how the
ruins of Al got this way according to the writer. Millard believes that the
villagers would only use Et-Tell as a stronghold when under attack (1985,
99). The name "Al" means "ruin," so Al was destroyed earlier, but reused

only as a fort. This seems to be the best explanation.
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Ramesses’ mummy was diagnosed and examined, scientific analysis
revealed battle wounds and old fractures, as well as the pharaoh's

arthritis and poor circulation.

For the last decades of his life, Ramesses 11 was essentially crippled with
arthritis and walked with a hunched back,[58] but a recent study
excluded ankylosing spondylitis as a possible cause of the pharaoh's
arthritis.[59] A significant hole in the pharaoh's mandible was detected.
Researchers observed "'an abscess by his teeth (which) was serious

enough to have caused death by infection,
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1. ” Stephanie Pain. "Ramesses rides again™. New Scientist.
http://space.newscientist.com/article/mg18424736.400-ramesses-
rides-again.html. Retrieved 2008-05-15.

2. " Bob Brier, The Encyclopedia of Mummies, Checkmark Books,
1998., p.153

3. ™ Can. Assoc. Radiol. J. 2004 Oct;55(4):211-7, PMID 15362343
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Amenhotep 11

Amenhotep Il was the son of Thutmose 11 who ruled Egypt from 1453-
19 BC There are three known military campaigns into the land of
Canaan (Aharoni 1979, 166). The lists of prisoners gives a cross-section
of the population at that time. Aharoni states: The first group included
550 maryannu (noble chariot warriors), 240 of their wives, 640
Canaanites, 232 royal sons, 323 royal daughters and 270 concubines. A
final summary lists: 127 rulers of Retenu, 179 brothers of the rulers,
3600 *apiru, 15,200 living Shasu, 36,300 Huru, 15,070 living Neges, and


http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/51/Thutmose_III_at_Karnak.jpg

30,652 families thereof.... Among the residents of Palestine the Horites
account for 66 per cent, the Shasu 27.5 per cent and the ‘apiru 6.5 per
cent (1979, 168-9; Lemche 1991, 43-46). The Israelites have been
associated with both the "apiru and the Shasu (Akkadian Shutu). Some
scholars think the name ""Hebrew'' came from "'apiru.” This does seem
to give clear evidence for the Hebrews being settled in Canaan at this

time.
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