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Ethnically, the Samaritans are the inhabitants of Samaria after the beginning

of the Assyrian Exile of the Israelites.”) When Assyria overran the Northern

Kingdom of Israel in 722 BCE, part of the Israelite population was deported,
and other peoples from the Assyrian Empire were resettled in Israel. Sargon

claimed in Assyrian annals that he carried away 27,280 inhabitants from
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Samaria, the capital of Kingdom of Israel.’2 This could not have been the

entire population; many Israelites must have remained.!

1. ~ 2 Kings 17 and Josephus (Ant 9.277-91)
2. ™ Sg I Nimrud Prism 1V:25-41
3. ™ Encyclopzdia Britannica, 11th Ed., v. 24, p. 109 (London, 1910)
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