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. “It was a custom of the ancient heathens, when they had gathered in
all their fruits, to take a kid and boil it in the milk of its dam; and
then, in a magical way, to go about and besprinkle with it all their
trees and fields, gardens and orchards; thinking by these means to
make them fruitful, that they might bring forth more abundantly in the

following year.”
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ugaritic text ut 52.14 cta 23

thirteenth—century B.C. Ugaritic text called “The Birth of the Gods

Pleasant and Beautiful” (text 52, line 14).

Barker, K. L. (1994). Expositors Bible Commentary (Abridged Edition: Old

Testament) (107). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House.
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excavations at Ras Shamra (ancient Ugarit),
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Exodus By T. Desmond Alexander
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however: What motivated this prohibition? Following Maimonides many
scholars have suggested that the command not to cook a kid in its mother’s
milk was intended to prevent the Israelites from taking over a custom from their
pagan neighbours (e.g. Clements 1972: 153). Support for this idea has recently
been derived from a Ugaritic text (UT 52.14), which possibly reads ‘Cook a kid
in milk, a lamb (?) in butter’ (Cassuto 1967: 305; Childs 1974: 485-486).
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The Book of DeuteronomyBy Peter C. Craigie

18. The text is (1A 23.14 (=UJT 52.14). For a discussion and further bibliography, see Anton Schoors, RSP |,
pp. 29-32. Schoors is very confident of the parallel: “the biblical prohibition is certainly directed against the
practice described in this text” (p. 31).
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Cassuto reminds readers that Maimonides centuries ago said that this law
was intended to keep Israelites away from idolatrous practices. Then he
cites the recently discovered Ugaritic tablet on "The gods pleasant and
beautiful," text 52, line 14: "boil a kid in milk, a lamb in butter." The words
'kid in milk" are the same as the Hebrew words in Exodus, but it does not
say that this is the mother's milk. See C. M. Carmichael, 'On Separating
Life and Death: An Explanation of Some Biblical Laws," H7TR 69 (1976): 1-
7; J. Milgrom, "You Shall Not Boil a Kid In Its Mother's Milk," BRev 1
(1985): 48-55; R. J. Ratner and B. Zuckerman, 'In Rereading the 'Kid in
Milk' Inscriptions,” BRev 1 (1985): 56-58; and M. Haran, "Seething a Kid in
lts Mother's Milk," JJS 30 (1979): 23-35. Here and at Exo_34:26, where
this command is repeated, it ends a series of instructions about procedures

for worship.
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Dr. Cudworth has produced a passage out of a Karaite author (i), who
affirms,"it was a custom of the Heathens at the ingathering of their fruits to
take a kid and seethe it in the milk of the dam, and then, in a magical way,
go about and besprinkle all their trees, fields, gardens, and orchards,

thinking by this means they should make them fructify, and bring forth fruit

again more abundantly the next year:"

Apud Gregory's Notes & Observ. c. 19. p. 97, 98.

Laads

Spenser has shown that the Zabii used this kind of magical milk to sprinkle

their trees and fields, in order to make them fruitful.
Aigh Salal) odgd Uil (iligy agay culd Lagy

Targum of Jonathan on Exo 34:26 seems to have respect to this, where,

having paraphrased the words as here quoted above, adds,'lest | should



destroy the fruit of your trees with the unripe grape, the shoots and leaves

together:'
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