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Og’s bed (engraving circa 1770 by Johann Balthasar Probst)
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The Defeat of King Sihon and Og

Awvss  The people mourned 30 days for Aaron, after which Moses
moved the army on to the river Arnon, which plunges into Lake
Asphaltitis [the Dead Sea]. On the other side of this river lay the
land of the Amorites, a fruitful region capable of supporting a
host of men. Moses sent messengers to Sihon, the king of this
country, asking if he would grant his army passage. He prom-
ised not to harm the country or its inhabitants. But Sihon re-
fused, put his army in battle array, and prepared to stop the
Israelites from crossing the river.

Moses then asked God if He would give him permission to
fight. God answered yes, and that He would give him the vic-
tory, so they joyfully put on their armor and went to meet the
enemy. Although brave enough before the battle, the foe proved
cowardly, fleeing even before the first attack. The Hebrews
pursued them with a great slaughter. Sihon, their king, was also
killed, and the Hebrews took possession of their land, which
was full of abundance. Thus the Amorites were destroyed, being
neither wise in council nor brave in action.

Meanwhile, Og, the king of Gilead and Gaulanitis, attacked
the Israelites. He was a friend of King Sihon, and had quickly
gathered an army to come to his assistance. Finding him already
dead, Og determined to avenge him by defeating the Hebrews.
But after a great battle, he was himself defeated and killed. Og
was a huge and handsome king, and he had ruled over 60 cities,
all of which fell into the hands of the Israelites. He was a giant,
his iron bedstead measuring four cubits in width, and nine in
length.
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Og in non-Biblical inscriptions

A reference to "Og" appears in a Phoenician inscription from Byblos
(Byblos 13) published in 1974 by Wolfgang Rolling in "Eine new
phoenizische Inschrift aus Byblos," (Neue Ephemeris fur Semitische
Epigraphik, vol 2, 1-15 and plate 1). It appears in a damaged 7-line funerary
Inscription that Rolling dates to around 500 BC, and appears to say that if
someone disturbs the bones of the occupant, "the mighty Og will avenge

me.

A possible connection can also be made with the much older Ugaritic text
KTU 1.108, which uses the term "king" in association with the root /rp/ or
"Rapah” (the Rephaim of the Bible) and geographic place names that
probably correspond to the cities of Ashtaroth and Edrei in the Bible, and
with which king Og is clearly associated (Deuteronomy 1:4; Joshua 9:10;
12:4;13:12, 31).



"QOgias the Giant"

The 2nd century BC apocryphal book "Ogias the Giant" or "The Book of
Giants" depicts the adventures of a giant named Ogias who fought a great
dragon, and who was supposedly either identical with the Biblical Og or was
Og's father.

The book enjoyed considerable currency for several centuries, especially due
to having been taken up by the Manichaean religion.The term og in this
modern world means to be a famous member of a group of people [gangs]

who appears to lead a different life from the society.
Hurtaly

In "Pantagruel”, Rabelais lists Hurtaly (a version of Og) as one of
Pantagruel's ancestors. He describes Hurtaly as sitting astride the Ark,
saving it from shipwreck by guiding it with his feet as the grateful Noah and

his family feed him through the chimney.
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