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Including all the forms of declension; apparently a primary word; all, any,

every, the whole: - all (manner of, means) alway (-s), any (one), X daily, +

ever, every (one, way), as many as, + no (-thing), X throughly, whatsoever,

whole, whosoever.
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Thayer Definition:
1) individually

1a) each, every, any, all, the whole, everyone, all things,everything
2) collectively

2a) some of all types
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All that ever came before me - Or, as some translate, all that came

instead of me, oo guov, i.e. all that came as the Christ, or Messiah, such as

Theudas, and Judas the Gaulonite, who are mentioned, Act 5:36, Act 5:37;

and who were indeed no other than thieves, plundering the country wherever
they came; and murderers, not only slaying the simple people who resisted

them, but leading the multitudes of their followers to the slaughter.

But our Lord probably refers to the scribes and Pharisees, who pretended
to show the way of salvation to the people - who in fact stole into the fold,

and clothed themselves with the fleece, and devoured the sheep.

>

Joh 10:8 All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers,.... This
must be understood with some restrictions, not of every individual person,
nor of every individual prophet or shepherd; not of Moses, nor of the
prophets of the Lord, nor of John the Baptist, who came immediately before
Christ, was his harbinger, and prepared his way; but of those prophets who
came, and were not sent of God, and so did not come in by the door; of the
shepherds of Israel, who fed themselves, and not the flock, but lorded it over



God's heritage; and of such, as Theudas, and Judas the Galilean, who
boasted that they were some great persons, but were only thieves and
robbers; and particularly of the three shepherds cut off in one month,
Zec_11:8, supposed to be the three sects among the Jews, and the leaders of
them, the Pharisees, Sadducees, and Essenes, especially the former; who
were wolves in sheep's clothing, usurped a power that did not belong to
them, robbed God of his authority, and glory; and, in a literal sense,
plundered men of their substance, and devoured widows' houses, as well as

destroyed their souls.

oy

Joh 10:8 Whosoever are come - Independently of me, assuming any part of
my character, pretending, like your elders and rabbis, to a power over the
consciences of men, attempting to make laws in the Church, and to teach
their own traditions as the way of salvation: all those prophets and
expounders of God's word, that enter not by the door of the sheepfold, but
run before I have sent them by my Spirit. Our Lord seems in particular to
speak of those that had undertaken this office since he began his ministry,
are thieves - Stealing temporal profit to themselves, and robbers - Plundering

and murdering the sheep.

S



all that went before him, not in time, many of them were faithful shepherds,
but all that anticipated his commission, and went before he sent them

(Jer _23:21), that assumed a precedency and superiority above him, as the
antichrist is said to exalt himself, 2Th_2:4. “The scribes, and Pharisees, and
chief priests, all, even as many as have come before me, that have
endeavoured to forestal my interest, and to prevent my gaining any room in
the minds of people, by prepossessing them with prejudices against me, they
are thieves and robbers, and steal those hearts which they have no title to,
defrauding the right owner of his property.” They condemned our Saviour as
a thief and a robber, because he did not come in by them as the door, nor
take out a license from them; but he shows that they ought to have received
their commission from him, to have been admitted by him, and to have come
after him, and because they did not, but stepped before him, they were

thieves and robbers.
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