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Jericho  

 

 

Jericho an oasis near the Dead Sea Destruction layer at Jericho 

The ancient city of Jericho is identified with Tell es-Sultan. The first large 

scale excavation was by Sellin and Watzinger from 1907 to 1909. The next 

major excavation was directed by Garstang from 1930 to 1936. Garstang 

believed that the fourth city was destroyed by Joshua just after 1400 BC A 



third major excavation was done by Kenyon between 1952 to 1958. She 

challenged Garstang's date by insisting that the fourth city double walls were 

from the Early Bronze Age. Jericho was mainly abandoned during the Late 

Bronze Age, but the Middle Bronze Age was violently destroyed by fire. 

Kenyon states: The date of the burned buildings would seem to be the very 

end of the Middle Bronze Age, and the destruction may be ascribable to the 

disturbances that followed the expansion (expulsion) of the Hyksos from 

Egypt in about 1540 BCE (Stern 1993, Vol. 2, 680). Could these 

disturbances be the Israelite conquest? Both Kenyon and Garstang agree that 

the Middle Bronze Age city of Jericho was destroyed as a result of the 

expulsion of the Hyksos from Egypt. There have been many proposals to 

solve the time of Joshua's conquest. Courville cuts out over 600+ years by 

equating the end of the Early Bronze Age with Joshua's conquest around 

1400 BC (1971, 151; Bimson 1981, 119).  
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AI 

AI has been located at Et-Tell by Albright. A brief excavation was 

conducted here by Garstang in 1928. A second excavation was done from 

1933 to 1935 by Marquet-Krause. A third excavation was conducted by 



Calloway sponsored by the American Schools of Oriental Research from 

1964 to 1970. The major problem here is that AI was destroyed at the end of 

the Early Bronze Age, and was abandoned until the beginning of the Iron 

Age, yet Joshua is said to have destroyed it (Stern 1993; Zevit 1985, 58). 

There are several explanations for this. Livingston locates AI at Khirbet 

Nisya, yet there is no clear evidence for this (Bimson and Livingston). Yadin 

interprets the Bible etiologically here (Shanks 1988, 64). It explains how the 

ruins of AI got this way according to the writer. Millard believes that the 

villagers would only use Et-Tell as a stronghold when under attack (1985, 

99). The name "AI" means "ruin," so AI was destroyed earlier, but reused 

only as a fort. This seems to be the best explanation. 
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Treasury of scriptural knowledge  

Several of the transactions related in it are confirmed in a very 

extraordinary manner, by the traditions current among heathen nations, and 

preserved by ancient profane historians of undoubted character.  Thus there 

are monuments still in existence, which prove that the Carthaginians were a 

colony of Syrians who escaped from Joshua; as also that the inhabitants of 

Leptis, in Africa, came originally from the Sidonians, who abandoned their 

country on account of the calamities with which it was overwhelmed.  

Procopius relates that the Phoenicians fled before the Hebrews into Africa, 

and spread themselves abroad as far as the pillars of Hercules; and adds, “In 

Numidia, where now stands the city Tigisis (Tangiers), they have erected 

two columns, on which, in Phoenician characters, is the following 

inscription: “We are the Phoenicians who fled from the face of Jesus 

(Joshua) the son of Naue” (Nun). 
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T. Bab. Bava Bathra, fol. 14. 2.

http://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showChapter.php?book=68&chapter=11&q=%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%A8+%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B2%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9
http://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showChapter.php?book=69&chapter=2&q=%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%A8+%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B2%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9


Tertullian, Lactantius, Eusebius, Augustin. apud Hottinger. Thesaur. 

Philolog. l . 2. c. 1. sect. 2. p. 960. so Ben Gersom in Jud. 11. 26. & 

Abulpharag. Hist. Dynast. p. 25.
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