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Neolithic Tower

Discovered and excavated by Kathleen Kenyon in her Trench I, the
Neolithic tower was built and destroyed in PrePottery Neolithic A,
which Kenyon dated to 80067000 B.C. The 8m diameter tower stands

8m tall and was connected on the inside of a 4m thick wall.

On the basis of this discovery, archaeologists have claimed that Jericho
Is the "oldest city in the world." Clearly such monumental construction
reflects social organization and central authority, but there are good
reasons to question both its dating to the 8th millennium B.C. and its

function as a defensive fortification.



MB Revetment Wall

From the excavations of Sellin and Watzinger, archaeologists have
recognized the existence of a large revetment wall that supported the

slope of the tell in the Middle Bronze Age.

This revetment wall was composed of large Cyclopean stones and
supported amudbrick wall above it. This southern portion of the wall

was exposed in 1997.



Collapsed MB Wall

Sellin and Watzinger and later Kenyon found remains of a collapsed

mudbrick wall at the base of the stone revetment wall.

Bryant Wood points to the baseof that mudbrick wall. All agree that
the wall fell down, but they differ on the date. Wood's conclusions are
the most informed and they date the destruction of the wall to the time
of Joshua (1400 B.C.)



Storejars of Grain

Both Garstang and Kenyon faind dozens of storejars full of grain from
the last Canaanite city of Jericho. The obvious conclusion: these were
from the time of the harvest when the city was burned (not looted) by
Joshua. As such, the archaeological record fits the biblical record #tis

point precisely.

The storejars pictured here still remain in one of Kenyon's balks at

Jericho.
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When critics askls ¢ dai

1. That the city which once existed on this site was strongly fortified,
correspondingo the biblical record in Joshua 2.5, 7,15 ; 65, 20.

2. That the ruins give evidence that the city was attacked after harvesttime in
the

spring, corresponding to Joshua 2:6 , 3:15, 5:10 .

3. That the inhabitants did not have the opportunity toviiée their

foodstuffs

from the invading army, as reported in Joshua 6:1 .

4. That the siege was short, not allowing the inhabitants to consume the food
which was stored in the city, as Joshua 6:15 indicates.

5. That the walls were leveled in such a wapravide access into the city

for the

invaders, as Joshua 6:20 records.

6. That the city was not plundered by
instructions in Joshua 6:178 .

7. That the city was burned after the walls had been destroyed, just as Joshua
6:24

says.
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This photo
was taker
on top of the
tel (remains) =
of the | ,‘
ancient city

of Jericho.

This is the
outside basi

(retaining

wall) of one

of two walls KN

The wall "%
that -
collapsed ir ~ Base of Jérichb's,City Walls’
Joshuaday =~ “* - P41 '
would have

been built



straight up
on top of
this angled
retaining

wall.

This
retaining
wall would
have itsel
been highel
than the
remains

show.

Jericho
quall Viewed from s|d

The same '

retaining {}’:’*
wall that ¢ ,' 4

This is the

¥
outside WaII._;_ 5

There was sl
ﬂﬂ;. v



another
larger inside
wall to the
left of this
photo.

The mud
bricks on
top of this
wall fell
down and
infront of
this
retaining
wall so that
Joshua mer
would have
used the
rubble as
steps to "gc
up into the
city" and to
go "straight
in" to the
city as
Joshua 6:2(



says

Cross
section o
the walls of

Jericho.

This image
was taker
from HERE

In the
picture
below Galyn
stands or
the
retaining
wall that
supported
the
protective
wall around
the outside
of the city of
Jericho.

Schematlc cross-section dlagram of
the tartitication system at Jericho
based on Kenyon's west trench

Thisis they
that Galyn is standmg


http://biblicalstudies.qldwide.net.au/cs-wallhttp:/biblicalstudies.qldwide.net.au/cs-walls_of_jericho.htmls_of_jericho.html

Galyn

standing on®
- 4
Jericho's #== X
- =
outer wall.

This is the
retaining
wall that |

would itself
have beel
higher. This
wall servec
as the bas .-
to the actual
wall that
surrounded
the city.

Thereis

second inne
wall that is
to the right
of this
photo.



An
illustration
showing the
falling of the
walls of

Jericho.

This
drawing is
by Gene
Fackler and
labeled by
Galyn
Wiemers.
This was
taken from

this location
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Rooms
infront of
Jericho's

outside
retaining

wall.

This could
be Rahab's
house in the

city wall.

Excavatioin
revealec
that the city
had beer
destroyec
by fire but
that the
walls had
fallen down

first.



