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H853 

 את

'e  th 

ayth 

Apparently contracted from H226 in the demonstrative sense of entity; 

properly self (but generally used to point out more definitely the object of a 

verb or preposition, even or namely): - (As such unrepresented in English.)



H853 

 את

'e  th 

BDB Definition: 

1) sign of the definite direct object, not translated in English but generally 

preceding and indicating the accusative 

Part of Speech: untranslated particle 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: apparent contracted from 

H226 in the demonstrative sense of entity  

H5973 

 עם

‛im 

eem 

From H6004; adverb or preposition, with (that is, in conjunction with), in 

varied applications; specifically equally with; often with prepositional prefix 

(and then usually unrepresented in English): - accompanying, against, and, 



as (X long as), before, beside, by (reason of), for all, from (among, 

between), in, like, more than, of, (un-) to, with (-al).
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When critics ask 



SOLUTION: Because God is absolutely sovereign, the actions of any evil 

spirit would be subject to the authority of God. Therefore, it was according 

to God’s permission that the spirit was allowed to come upon Saul to bring 

him distress. Saul had already rejected God, and God had rejected him from 

being king. God had a special reason for allowing this spirit to incite Saul to 

action against David. Saul’s attempt to kill David only made Saul realize 

that God was with David. By sending David away and making him captain 

over a thousand, Saul inadvertently increased David’s popularity with the 

people and hastened his own demise. The sending of the evil spirit upon 

Saul is similar to God’s allowing Satan to afflict Job. God allows evil, but 

always uses it to accomplish His own good purposes (see comments on 1 

Kings 22:22 ). 

 

 

and an evil spirit from the Lord troubled him; the reverse of the former, 

which by the permission of God, and as a punishment to him for his sins, 

came upon him; he seemed to be a demoniac, as Josephus represents (i) him, 

as if possessed with the devil; by whom he was almost suffocated and 

strangled, as well as was distracted in his counsels, and became weak and 

foolish; lost all courage and greatness of mind, was timorous and fearful, 



and alarmed by everything, and was full of envy, suspicion, rage, and 

despair.

 

an evil spirit from God troubled him. Those that drive the good Spirit 

away from the do of course become prey to the evil spirit. If God and his 

grace do not rule us, sin and Satan will have possession of us. The devil, by 

the divine permission, troubled and terrified Saul, by means of the corrupt 

humours of his body and passions of his mind. He grew fretful, and peevish, 

and discontented, timorous and suspicious, ever and anon starting and 

trembling; he was sometimes, says Josephus, as if he had been choked or 

strangled, and a perfect demoniac by fits. This made him unfit for business, 

precipitate in his counsels, the contempt of his enemies, and a burden to all 

about him. 

1Sa 16:14  Departed - God took away that prudence, and courage, and 

alacrity, and other gifts wherewith be had qualified him for his public 

employment. From the Lord - That is, by God's permission, who delivered 

him up to be buffeted of Satan. Troubled - Stirred up in him unruly and 

tormenting passions; as envy, rage, fear, or despair. He grew fretful, and 

peevish, and discontented, timorous and suspicious, frequently starting and 

trembling.



 

 

 

 


