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[14]

There was a vacancy in the throne of Israel for the space of five years,



When critics ask  

Although Ishbosheth was eventually crowned king of Israel, this did not take 

place until five years after the death of Saul. The Philistines had been a 

major obstacle in uniting the ten tribes of Israel and establishing Israel under 

the reign of Ishbosheth. Once the armies of Israel under Abner’s direction 

had sufficiently driven back the Philistines, Abner set up Ishbosheth as king 

over Israel. During the entire period of Abner’s conflicts with the Philistines, 

and during the two years of Ishbosheth’s reign, David reigned as king of 

Judah. 

That Ish-bosheth’s reign did not commence until five and a half years after 

Saul’s death,
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