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Academic says Easter date can now be fixed 
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Colin Humphreys is the Goldsmiths' Professor of Materials Science, 

Cambridge University, Professor of Experimental Physics at the Royal 

Institution in London, and a Fellow of Selwyn College Cambridge. He is 

also the Director of the Rolls Royce University Technology Centre at 

Cambridge on Ni-base superalloys for turbine blades for aerospace engines 

and the Director of the Cambridge Gallium Nitride Centre. He was the 

President of the Institute of Materials, Minerals and Mining for the two years 

2002 - 2003. He is now the Chairman of its Managing Board. He is a Fellow 

of the Royal Academy of Engineering and a Member of the Academia 

Europaea, a Liveryman of the Goldsmiths' Company and a Member of the 

Court of the Armourers and Brasiers' Company and a Freeman of the City of 

London. He is a Member of the John Templeton Foundation in the USA and 

the Honorary President of the Canadian College for Chinese Studies in 

Victoria, Canada. He was President of the Physics Section of the British 

Association for the Advancement of Science in 1998 - 99 and Fellow in the 

Public Understanding of Physics, Institute of Physics 1997 - 99. He has 

received medals from the Institute of Materials, the Institute of Physics, and 

the Royal Society of Arts, and given various Memorial Lectures throughout 



the world. In 2001 he was awarded an honorary D.Sc. from the University of 

Leicester and the European Materials Gold Medal, and in 2003 he received 

the Robert Franklin Mehl Gold Medal from The Materials, Minerals and 

Metals Society in the USA. He graduated in Physics from Imperial College, 

London, did his Ph.D. in the Cavendish Laboratory Cambridge, was a 

Lecturer in the Materials Department in Oxford, then Head of Materials 

Engineering at Liverpool before coming to Cambridge in 1990. His research 

interests include all aspects of electron microscopy and analysis, 

semiconductors (particularly gallium nitride), ultra-high temperature 

aerospace materials and superconductors. His hobby is reconstructing what 

happened in ancient historical events using modern-day science. He has 

written a book The Miracles of Exodus: a Scientist Reveals the 

Extraordinary Natural Causes Underlying the Biblical Miracles, published 

by Harper Collins in the USA and Continuum in the UK in 2003, which 

came out in paperback in 2004. He was awarded the CBE in the New Years 

Honours for 2003. 
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LONDON (Reuters Life!) - The Last Supper took place on a Wednesday -- a 

day earlier than thought -- and a date for Easter can now be fixed,





. 

 

according to a Cambridge University scientist aiming to solve one of the 

Bible's most enduring contradictions. 

 

Christians have marked Jesus' final meal on Maundy Thursday for centuries 

but thanks to the rediscovery of an ancient Jewish calendar, Professor Colin 

Humphreys suggests another interpretation.

 

"I was intrigued by Biblical stories of the final week of Jesus in which no 

one can find any mention of Wednesday. It's called the missing day," 

Humphreys told Reuters. "But that seemed so unlikely: after all Jesus was a 

very busy man."



 

His findings help explain a puzzling inconsistency between the Gospels of 

Matthew, Mark and Luke, who said the Last Supper coincided with Passover 

and John, who said the meal took place before the Jewish holy day 

commemorating the Exodus from Egypt.

 

Humphreys' research suggests Jesus, and Matthew, Mark and Luke, were 

using the Pre-Exilic Calendar, which dated from the time of Moses and 

counted the first day of the new month from the end of the old lunar cycle, 

while John was referring to the official Jewish calendar of the day. 
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It was an extremely curious mistake for anyone to make because for Jewish 

people Passover was such an important meal," said Humphreys, a 

metallurgist and materials scientist and a Christian. 



 

 

 . 

"The contradictions have been known for a long time but not been talked 

about by the general public very much. I am using science and the Bible 

hand in hand to solve this question and showing the Gospels are actually 

agreeing, just using different calendars." 



 

 . 

 

 . 
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 . 



If the Passover meal and the Last Supper did take place on a Wednesday it 

would help explain how the large number of events that the Gospels record 

between the Last Supper and the Crucifixion were able to take place.

 

With the help of an astronomer, Humphreys reconstructed the Pre-Exilic 

calendar and placed Passover in the year AD 33, widely accepted as the year 

of Jesus' crucifixion, on Wednesday April 1.
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