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Twenty-fifth dynasty (Nubians) (712-671) 

Alara c.780-760 

Maatra Kashta c.760-747 

Usermara Sneferra Piye c.747-c.716 

Neferkara Shabaqo c.716-c.702 

Djedkaura Shebitqo c.702-c.690 

Nefertumkhura Taharqo c.690-664 

 



Shabaqo 

 



 

 





 

Detail of a fragmentary papyrus of the Kushite period in Egypt. The black-skinned High 

Priest of Amun (on the right) greets the god's shrine as it is carried from the temple by 

light-skinned priests (on the left). The two men in the middle are high officials of the city 

of Thebes. Note that the highest ranking man has the darkest skin, for he was a Nubian 

and a grandson of King Shabaqo. 

Shabaqo (Louvre) Shabaqo: name of a Nubian king ruling over Egypt 

(c.716-c.702). 

(The name was also written as Sow.) 

Relatives 

Father: Kashta  

Mother: Pebatjma  

Sons: Horemakhet, Shebitqo, Tamwetamani  

Life 



c.716: Succeeds Piye, who may have been his brother  

Resides in Memphis  

Intervenes in the Levant  

Shabaqo consolidated Cushite control over all of Egypt, and he ruled 

from Memphis. He defended Egypt against attacks from the Assyrian 

king, Sargon 2, a power that had emerged as the strongest power of the 

Middle East. 

Gives refuge to King Iamanni of Ashdod after his unsuccessful rebellion 

against the Assyrians. 

c.702: Succeeeded by Shebitqo  

Buildings 

Thebes  

Tomb at El-Kurru  
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for he had sent messengers to So king of Egypt; to treat with him, and 

enter into alliance with him, to help him against, and free him from, the 

king of Assyria. This king of Egypt is supposed to be Sabacon the 

Ethiopian, who reigned in Egypt ninety years; of whom Herodotus (y) 

and Diodorus Siculus (z) make mention; by Theodoret he is called 

Adramelech the Ethiopian, who dwelt in Egypt:

(y) Euterpe, sive, l. 2. c. 137. 

(z) Bibliothec l. 1. p. 59.

 

2Ki 17:4   

So, king of Egypt, is generally identified with Shebek (730 B.C.), the 

Sabaco of Herodotus. 

He had sent messengers to So, king of Egypt — the Sabaco of the classic 

historians, a famous Ethiopian who, for fifty years, occupied the 

Egyptian throne, and through whose aid Hoshea hoped to resist the 

threatened attack of the Assyrian conqueror. But Shalmaneser, 

marching against [Hoshea], 



 

 


