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The Anchor Bible Dictionary, v. 3, p. 148

Hermas was written by the brother of Pius, Bishop of Rome, about 140-
154. Despite much speculation, the author remains unknown. It was
written in Rome and involves the Roman church. The document was
composed over a longer period of time. Visions I-1V were composeed
during a threatened persecution, probably under Trajan (the Clement
of 8:3 could be Clement of Rome). Vision V - Similitude VII1 and
Similitude X were written perhaps by the same author to describe
reprentance to Christians who were wavering. Similitude 1X was

written to unify the entire work and to threaten those who had been



disloyal. This last phase must have occurred before Irenaeus (ca. 175). A
preferred date would be 140. On the basis of this internal analysis
multiple authorship seems necessary (Giet 1963), though the work could
have been composed by one person over a long period of time (Joly
1958).
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http://www.christusrex.net/www1/ofm/1god/scrittiarcaici/didache.htm
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That one God formed all things in the world, by means of the Word and
the Holy Spirit: and that although He is to us in this life invisible and
iIncomprehensible, nevertheless He is not unknown; inasmuch as His
works do declare Him, and His Word has shown that in many modes He

may be seen and known.
b8y el

“Let Us make man after Our image and likeness;”*%®*%®*  Gen. i. 26.
He taking from Himself the substance of the creatures [formed], and the
pattern of things made, and the type of all the adornments in the world.

2. Truly, then, the Scripture declared, which says, “First of all believe

that there is one God, who has established all things, and completed them,

and having caused that from what had no being, all things should come into

existence:” He who contains all things, and is Himself contained by no one.
Rightly also has Malachi said among the prophets: “Is it not one God who

hath established us? Have we not all one Father?”’*%%4%°  nal. ii. 10,
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"First of all, believe that God is One, even He who created all things and set
them in order, and brought all things from non-existence into being, Who

comprehendeth all things, being alone incomprehensible.
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Clement of Rome,
Mathetes,

Polycarp,



Ignatius,

Barnabas,

Papias,

Justin Martyr,

Irenaeus.
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The Shepherd speaks of a Son of God; but this Son of God is
distinguished from Jesus. "*That Holy Spirit which was created first of
all, God placed in a body, in which it should dwell, in a chosen body, as
it pleased him." This is Martini's translation. F. C. Conybeare renders
the passage: ""God made His Holy Spirit, which pre-existed and created
all creation, to enter and dwell in the flesh which He approved.* In this
text the Holy Spirit appears to be a divine substance. But we must not
suspect Patripassionism. The "'flesh™ is spoken of as a person who
"'walked as pleased God, because it was not polluted on earth." *"God,
therefore, took into counsel the Son and the angels in their glory, to the
end that this flesh might furnish, as it were, a place of tabernacling (for
the Spirit), and might not seem to have lost the reward of its service. For
all flesh shall receive the reward which shall be found without stain or
spot, and in it the Holy Spirit shall have its home." This passage
appears to make the "'tabernacling™ of the Holy Spirit in Jesus a reward

for the purity of his life. Jesus then becomes divine through the power of



God, after consultation with the Son of God, who elsewhere in The
Shepherd is identified with the Holy Spirit. **The most venerable angel,**
""the glorious angel," *"the holy angel’* are titles that Hermas gives to
Jesus in his allegory; but it is understood that the angelic status of Jesus
is not his by nature. His labours on earth to save and to cleanse have
gained him a co-inheritance with the Holy Spirit, God's primary Son, so

that Jesus now is the second Son of God.
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Another area of theological interest in the contents of The Shepherd
concerns the Person of Jesus Christ. Parable 9 appears to identify "'the
Son of God" with the Holy Spirit before the incarnation, and seems to
be stating that the Trinity came into being only after Christ's ascension
into heaven.21 Osiek also points out how the manes 'Jesus' or ‘Christ’
never appear in the book.22 Instead, the words 'Son of God' appear
(most frequently in the similitude's).23 On account of the absence of the

names Jesus and Christ Osiek observes how some have doubted



whether the work should even be considered as Christian.24 But despite
the doubts of some there is ample indication that it is indeed a Christian
writing. This is seen most notably in the parables about the Son of God

and the references to baptism.25
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