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H430

אלהים

ĕlôhı̂ymאֱלוֹהִים

el-o-heem

Plural of544godsin the ordinary sense; butspecifically used (in the 

plural thus, especially with the article) of thesupremeGodoccasionally 

applied by way of deference tomagistratesand sometimes as a 

http://holy-bible-1.com/articles/display/10567
http://www.sacred-texts.com/bib/poly/h0433.htm


superlativeangels, X exceeding, God (gods) (-dess, -ly), X (very) 

great, judges, Xmighty

H430

אלהים

ĕlôhı̂ym

BDBDefinition

2 plural

0a) rulersjudges

0b) divineones

0c) angels

0d) gods



8plural intensive – singularmeaning

8a) godgoddess

8b) godlikeone

8c) works or special possessionsof God

8d) the (trueGod

8e) God

EnhancedBrown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon

a. rulers, judges, either as divine representativesat sacred places or as 

reflecting divine majesty and powerהאלהיםEx 21:6 (Onk S, but ηὸ

κριηήριον ηοῦΘεοῦG) 22:7, 8988;88אלהיםT Ra AE Ew RVm; but 

gods, G Josephus Philo AV; God, Di RV; all Covt. code of Ecf. 1 S 2:25 

v. Dr; Ju 5:8 (Ew, but gods G; God S BarHebיהוהB Be) ψ 82:1, 6 (De 



Ew Pe; but angels Bl Hup) 138:1S T Rab Ki De; but angels G Calv; 

God, Ew; gods, Hup Pe Che). †b. divine onessuperhuman beings 

including God and angels ψ 8:6 (De Che Br; but angels G S TEw; God, 

RV and most moderns) Gn 1:27 (if with Philo T Jer De Che we interpret

 as God’s consultation with angels; cf. Jb 38:7). †cangels ψ 97:7נעשה

(G S Calv; but gods, Hup De Pe Che); cfאלהיםהבניthe) sons of 

God, or sons of gods = angels Jb 1:68;049;8Gn 6:2, 4 (J; so G Bks. of 

EnochJubilees Philo Jude v 6; 2 Pet8;5JosAnt. i, 3, 1, most ancient 

fathers and modern critics; against usage aresons of princes, mighty 

men, Onk and Rab.; sons of God, the pious, Theod ChrysJer Augustine 

Luther Calv Hengst; GL read οἱσἱοὶηοῦΘεοῦcfאליםבניd. gods

 the GodהאלהיםאלהיEx 18:11; 22:19 (E) 1 S 4:8 2 Ch 2:4 ψ 86:8האלהים

of gods, supreme God Dt01;08ψ 136:2אלהיםEx 32:1, 23 (JE) Ju 9:13

 (other gods Ex 20:3; 23:13 Jos 24:2, 16 (E) Dt 31:1881JEאחריםאלהים

5:7 + (17 times in D, not P) Ju 2:12, 17, 19; 10:13 1 S 8:8; 26:19 1 K:;7

:8Ch 7:19, 22) 11:4, 10; 14:9 2 K 5:17; 17:35, 37, 38; 22:17 ( = 2 Ch

45;868Ch 28:25 Je 1:16 + (18 times Je) Ho 3:1נכרהאלהיforeign 

gods Gn 35:2, 4 Jos 24:20, 23 (E) Dt 31:16JE) Ju 10:16 1 S 7:3 2 Ch 

33:15 Je 5:19נחורא׳v. 4 bמצריםא׳Ex 12:12 (P) Je 43:12, 13א׳

Dt 4:28ידימעשהאלהיםetc. Ju 10:6ארםא׳Jos 24:15 (E) Ju 6:10האמרי



 gods of the nations 2 K 18:33; 19:12 Dt 29:17 2 Ch48;080:Isהגויםא׳

 Dt 6:14; 13:8 Ju 2:12 ψ 96:5 1 Ch 5:25; 16:26 2העמיםא׳37:12 ;36:18

Ch48;0405כסףא׳Ex 20:23 (Eזהבא׳Ex 20:23 (E) 32:31 (JEא׳

Ex 34:17 (J) Lv 19:4Hמַסֵּכָה

Baker, W. (2003, c2002). The complete word studydictionary : Old 

Testament (54). Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers

 ,ʾelōhiym: A masculine plural noun meaning God, godsאֱלֹהִים541

judges, angelsOccurring more than 2,600 times in the Old Testament, 

this word commonlydesignates the one true God (Gen. 1:1) and is often 

paired withGods unique nameyehōwāh (3068) (Gen. 2:4; Ps. 100:3). 



When the word is used as the genericdesignation of God, it conveys in 

Scripture that God is the Creator (Gen. 5:1the King (Ps. 47:7[8]); the 

Judge (Ps. 50:6); the Lord (Ps. 86:12); and theSavior (Hos. 13:4). His 

character is compassionate (Deut. 4:31); gracious (Ps007;6and 

faithful to His covenant (Deut. 7:9). In fewer instances, this wordrefers 

to foreign gods, such as Dagon (1 Sam. 5:7) or Baal (1 Kgs. 18:24). It

also might refer to judges (Ex. 22:8[7], 9[8]) or angels as gods (Ps. 97:7

Although the form of this word is plural, it is frequently used as if it 

weresingular—that is, with a singular verb (Gen. 1:1–31; Ex. 2:24). 

The plural formof this word may be regarded (1) as intensive to 

indicate God’s fullness ofpower; (2) as majestic to indicate God’s 

kingly rule; or (3) as an allusion tothe Trinity (Gen. 1:26). The singular 

form of this wordʾelôah (433) occurs only in poetry (Ps. 50:22; Isa. 

44:8). The shortenedform of the word isʾēl (410
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A Psalm of Asaph. God standeth in the congregation of the mighty; he 

judgeth among the gods.

ישׁפט׃אלהיםבקרבאלבעדת־נצבאלהיםלאסףמזמור

Ψαλμὸς ηῷ Αζαθ. Ὁ θεὸς ἔζηη ἐν ζσναγωγῇ θεῶν, ἐν μέζῳ δὲ θεοὺς 

διακρίνει

987



I have said, Ye are gods; and all of you are children of the most High.

כלכם׃עליוןובניאתםאלהיםאני־אמרתי

ἐγὼ εἶπα Θεοί ἐζηε καὶ σἱοὶ ὑψίζηοσ πάνηες·
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 AthanasiusWhereforeHe is very Godexisting one in essence with the 

veryFather; while other beings, to whom He saidI saidye are Gods 

had this grace from the Fatheronly by participationof the Word, 

through theSpirit. For He is the expression of the Father’s Person, and 

Light from Lightand Power, and very Image of the Father’s essence" 

(Against the AriansOrationes contra Arianos



 

IrenaeusBut of what gods does he speak? Of thoseto whom He says, 

―I have said, Ye are gods, and all sons of the Most HighPsa_82:6To 

those, no doubt, who have received thegrace of the ―adoptionby which 

we c.r.y, Abba Father.‖ (Rom_3:14Against Heresies. BOOK III
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