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In addition he makes the following statements in regard to the Epistle to 

the Hebrews in his Homilies upon it: ―That the verbal style of the epistle 

entitled ‗To the Hebrews,‘ is not rude like the language of the apostle, who 

acknowledged himself ‗rude in speech‘ that is, in expression; but that its 

diction is purer Greek, any one who has the power to discern differences of 

phraseology will acknowledge.

 

12. Moreover, that the thoughts of the epistle are admirable, and not 

inferior to the acknowledged apostolic writings, any one who carefully 

examines the apostolic text will admit.‘

 

13. Farther on he adds: ―If I gave my opinion, I should say that the 

thoughts are those of the apostle, but the diction and phraseology are those 

of some one who remembered the apostolic teachings, and wrote down at his 

leisure what had been said by his teacher. Therefore if any church holds that 

this epistle is by Paul, let it be commended for this. For not without reason 

have the ancients handed it down as Paul‘s.



 

14. But who wrote the epistle, in truth, God knows. The statement of 

some who have gone before us is that Clement, bishop of the Romans, wrote 

the epistle, and of others that Luke, the author of the Gospel and the Acts, 

wrote it.‖ But let this suffice on these matters. 
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Pamphilus 

Lommatzsch in Vol. V. p. 297 sq



Paul‘s fourteen epistles are well known and undisputed. It is not indeed right 

to overlook the fact that some have rejected the Epistle to the Hebrews, 

saying that it is disputed by the church of Rome, on the ground that it was 

not written by Paul. But what has been said concerning this epistle by those 

who lived before our time I shall quote in the proper place. 



Origen De Principiis

And therefore I think it sufficient to quote this one testimony of Paul from 

the Epistle to the Hebrews, in which he says:  ―By faith Moses, when he was 

come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh‘s daughter; choosing 

rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures 

of sin for a season; esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the 

treasures of the Egyptians.‖
19171917

    Heb. xi. 24–26. 
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    [Here, and frequently elsewhere (some two hundred times in all), 

Origen, in his extant works, ascribes the authorship of the Epistle to the 

Hebrews to St. Paul.  



Apostle Paul says, that the only-begotten Son is the ―image of the invisible 

God,‖ and ―the first-born of every creature.‖
 7
    Col. i. 15.   And when 

writing to the Hebrews, he says of Him that He is ―the brightness of His 

glory, and the express image of His person.‖    Heb. i. 3.  
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But since we quoted the language of Paul regarding Christ, where He says of 

Him that He is ―the brightness of the glory of God, and the express figure of 

His person,‖    Heb. i. 3. 
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But since He is called by the apostle not only the brightness of His glory, but 

also the express figure of His person or subsistence,    Heb. i. 3. 

Paul also declares that the Son is the splendour of everlasting light.    Cf. 

Heb. i. 3.  As light, accordingly, could never exist without splendour, so 

neither can the Son be understood to exist without the Father; for He is 

called the ―express image of His person,‖. Heb. i. 3. 

There are certain holy angels of God whom Paul terms ―ministering spirits, 

sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation.‖    Heb. i. 

14.   In the writings also of St. Paul himself we find him designating them, 

from some unknown source, as thrones, and dominions, and principalities, 



and powers; and after this enumeration, as if knowing that there were still 

other rational offices

And the Apostle Paul warns us:  ―Therefore we ought to give the more 

earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest perhaps we should let 

them slip.‖    Heb. ii. 1.  

To show more clearly, however, what we mean, let us take the illustration 

employed by the Apostle Paul in the Epistle to the Hebrews, where he says, 

―For the earth, which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it, and 

bringeth forth herbs meet for them by whom it is dressed, will receive 

blessing from God; but that which beareth thorns and briers is rejected, and 

is nigh unto cursing, whose end is to be burned.‖    Heb. vi. 7, 8.   Now from 

those words of Paul which we have quoted, it is clearly shown that by one 

and the same act on the part of God—that, viz., by which He sends rain upon 

the earth—one portion of the ground, when carefully cultivated, brings forth 

good fruits; while another, neglected and uncared for, produces thorns and 

thistles.



as it is written, they truly contain within them the ―shadow and form of 

heavenly things.‖  For Paul openly says of them, that ―they serve unto the 

example and shadow of heavenly things.‖    Heb. viii. 5.   There are, 

moreover, contained in this same law the precepts and institutions, according 

to which men are to live in the holy land
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