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The Anchor Bible Dictionary, v. 3, p. 148
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Hermas was written by the brother of Pius, Bishop of Rome, about 140-
154. Despite much speculation, the author remains unknown. It was
written in Rome and involves the Roman church. The document was
composed over a longer period of time. Visions I-1V were composeed
during a threatened persecution, probably under Trajan (the Clement
of 8:3 could be Clement of Rome). Vision V - Similitude V11l and
Similitude X were written perhaps by the same author to describe
reprentance to Christians who were wavering. Similitude IX was
written to unify the entire work and to threaten those who had been
disloyal. This last phase must have occurred before Irenaeus (ca. 175). A
preferred date would be 140. On the basis of this internal analysis
multiple authorship seems necessary (Giet 1963), though the work could
have been composed by one person over a long period of time (Joly
1958).
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The Shepherd speaks of a Son of God; but this Son of God is
distinguished from Jesus. ""That Holy Spirit which was created first of
all, God placed in a body, in which it should dwell, in a chosen body, as
it pleased him." This is Martini's translation. F. C. Conybeare renders
the passage: ""God made His Holy Spirit, which pre-existed and created
all creation, to enter and dwell in the flesh which He approved.' In this
text the Holy Spirit appears to be a divine substance. But we must not
suspect Patripassionism. The **flesh™ is spoken of as a person who
"walked as pleased God, because it was not polluted on earth." *"God,
therefore, took into counsel the Son and the angels in their glory, to the
end that this flesh might furnish, as it were, a place of tabernacling (for
the Spirit), and might not seem to have lost the reward of its service. For
all flesh shall receive the reward which shall be found without stain or
spot, and in it the Holy Spirit shall have its home."" This passage
appears to make the *"tabernacling™ of the Holy Spirit in Jesus a reward
for the purity of his life. Jesus then becomes divine through the power of
God, after consultation with the Son of God, who elsewhere in The

Shepherd is identified with the Holy Spirit. **The most venerable angel,"


http://www.christusrex.net/www1/ofm/1god/scrittiarcaici/didache.htm
http://www.christusrex.net/www1/ofm/1god/pensieri/profetismo.htm

""the glorious angel," "'the holy angel’* are titles that Hermas gives to
Jesus in his allegory; but it is understood that the angelic status of Jesus
Is not his by nature. His labours on earth to save and to cleanse have
gained him a co-inheritance with the Holy Spirit, God's primary Son, so

that Jesus now is the second Son of God.
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Another area of theological interest in the contents of The Shepherd
concerns the Person of Jesus Christ. Parable 9 appears to identify “'the
Son of God"* with the Holy Spirit before the incarnation, and seems to
be stating that the Trinity came into being only after Christ's ascension
into heaven.21 Osiek also points out how the manes 'Jesus' or ‘Christ’
never appear in the book.22 Instead, the words 'Son of God' appear
(most frequently in the similitude's).23 On account of the absence of the
names Jesus and Christ Osiek observes how some have doubted
whether the work should even be considered as Christian.24 But despite

the doubts of some there is ample indication that it is indeed a Christian



writing. This is seen most notably in the parables about the Son of God

and the references to baptism.25
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Muratorian Fragmenton the canon

155 = 140 ) Lag) Lais & LBl oS o3 Gugnd W' Gala g (01" Jie Guils ols
(o

Ll Al (o gl i LS (8 0 puaida 0 S8 g

233 (pamd Aila g Bane N Lagy B am o OlS AT Al e LS diaaly

Rhoda

A 08 o gaild Lgllan ) adhai & cla gad (e 5 AY) Adblay yaY) oaly A jrid

B 58 81 ) e o LS Jluad 5 jladll g Aol )30 Jaidl g Al il L (1:17)) 81l
(623 €3:2 2:1%) aguean &I ((3:17%,) ) Ao gl (uakdld callile o) JiEiy
i Gilaa Unny 3 33 5] ol gl JS (5 Ty Ui SLiald a5 Ul Anadi Jlgecs
((35) sl Lalsia Gils g AT Ul g ¢(2:15))

plagh Ay gll uanty olad) o ¢ S Laly ol 4da gy 98 el dghadl diaa
Jadind qui yhad 8 Lo 5 gl o) Vjgdia Ay gil) o SUad) " o) )" Aglis
w8 Al o g Aghal)
e Gus Y pals aady Ll oS s LAY aliaa i uba g iy o
Sliad) g o glud) & Uabaad) g ol ggid) 9 ) Aala) g Adl) Blan Aalsl LA o) Lils o uas

AT sl GAYA e 5l g A el (olias LS sa g 5kl Bla (ke



OSs alg cciatlil g S A Lioh sa 05y ol LS agald] ()58 iy agass oo gl
il jlaal Usadla g L) ya | lian LT Lalaa’ (LS 40t cAalSl 8 o) iaally L gaY
IS8y (ks cciabd Y) g pibadl slas) B Yaina Jadpe Al sl @lSsld Lel g o e
Agasal) Jiliad) b JLasl Gl ) a5 A @l gdiadl g e sal) Llaagl) o adald
A Al And Jlas) (e Bl Jas Al (gl WL Gl pad s (815 Gilis g

Al g Apal) GUBIAT B eyl JSda L el

1S ) QliS i ga

L e Al Ciglal il Llad ) ALY aial) Al Lgad ady 1) ¢UadY)
Oomeagdil) S auday Luain Laang asl€l) 5Ty 2 325 oo oibalall 5 (ou g SY) coaneny
O 4dSay Le S 3 13 L (SIAT Aai€l) sl g 3) SAY 98 ) cqmammally Chgaiiall jleda¥l g

dane (uohi (A (uall) 7o) Ledigy LAY ASjad) A cAasdl) AS A pda

G ¥ dga garal) dny ) ghalas cyal B pdka ¥ ()l alny alg o0 S8 B i plaly Al (ubap (I
Jod A aasla adaly of WS g ab el g copia Jiall palaal) £¥5A sad Cpiatsall Ciglh ud

A gl way ¢ Y Ailsaly 58 o ulagd o (1S aallad (8 agf g day agd pseaal),

(il oo Lal) A€ Saie oo Y LS gpdlaal) Jgf das pulasa QS



08 (e Gl Jaay Laby cald GlISS IS 13 ) e WY (any iy

Losi sl ABA L i gy alh A cAypdl) (a gl (e Jard) L) Say Y
bl LIS o 5 i) a8 (a3l il pgra 5 (ol gl (om sanalll (ot g g puansl (o gl 09
G Ay e Lo g Apagsal) BLal) Aabuy (8 AESE (A gad Y anlail) quiladly lis)) ta)
s MlSie S [ ALIS b Baald Ay lay 00 il g ) (B s g ) 200
AT 6l Al Alagy o g 4
13 yiiny g . AR 08 e Jo¥) ciualll B AuiSY Jla oo B 38 Bale UK LY Ak

L)) Lpand ol Lol La gy AeiS dna) pay 4nd] lagy)

el )l jlaiad 3 s g Amay B pde Al 53y ouad QUSY g gay

Cilida o) (Sl Liila B Lia g 4dla) A age i€ Liay) AlSlg

A ) aSa adly oa g laa bl la 3l 10y B cpudifal) QUSYH (Y Adla A age QLS oA

ADS (Gliw (A Abas Le



aniliiy ya¥) 13 B ghd g Y g¥) A i Jlad) B aga e ey 4d) D) dBLL )3

daga s A Alia) g

H9AY QS (ud 40Kt g 48185 5 anlalS o) AN a LIS g4

¢Sl ALY Qﬂ\mgéh‘wﬁm@by\de*gﬂ@\h Uil o W
QU Ul Gans 4 gld (o aga QUS Ad) ) AdlaVl 13 4] [ gal) Gany Liad g

o piila cullS Y Aghoddil) (¢ AY) i€ (any oo 08 oy Lia

aga yaly (pud Jigh Und B o g gia) of a (aba el ) ) ulish A oIAN dpudilly g
agad) Ml A G S Galsl) o ﬁa—d\ oSl g gUad) 4.1_94.1@_9‘)3'94.3\ od g AN
dali e ()0 Dla;y A Uagy 62 138 9 1o Led g ) Ao Jida Lgda iy g yiaal)

4y ol

o2ty ) gl agd) (d sy Gl ) Gl 2 Cille 8 Wile il Las e L) (any 13
daa) [ giSall ) ggdia S o may Ul 138 Jgd ((maa s 100 () a ) Lede Y gial)

A A sa LS Gl Gl O (A 1B Jgd e Y A B Al gia Ade o) M (S



¥kl

&) GAG I a1 Jgb S Gl pud AD a ) 0253 Ll IS (e Aley Connil
GlLUS oY oSlg Al Loy (an iy AT piay 13 € Gudlall QUSY (e o 03 glalll) Qs

S (A Gl L) a8 ) L (il Aad) ) 02 9dd LLY)

dSiall IS

A5 sl Gl T yalae ) ol de i A1) g0 e 58
_.ﬁ_._,_._,.L\_Jﬁ,i_'; sall o el );ijt‘;_l_n;nuﬁut_‘lh_"tﬂﬁjjq_ﬂnml
1_3)535_‘“((;L.;:ﬂ]w_tj}-;ilijj'_-ga_?;alsjgbjug_gt_‘ﬁ;ﬁ 5K Lgad

paiie JS8 VAl A al ) agla ) gSall aley JDIS) s
Lﬁ_..._..hgb,;.le,_mr;_u_n«._«m_....._q_‘(l g&ﬁ,,u\_a_uﬂl L_m..:.m._a *'_ﬂl
s A s el 5 *b&‘u—q-erﬁ—ﬂg—"& 585 ey Qe IS,
S s el = 5 0 uﬁrﬁjdmﬁru%ﬁm_m S dwsid

qu_L‘mu.‘t)) 3 5 gl @Dl ) sl JAdl 8 GAS e dy g dl
4}31 u.i'l}htjﬁ‘r KT 4.4.4.\.15.1.\ th&hh |_5.1.1.1 t_)..:.'a.i.‘.'l Cj_)ﬂ—ﬁﬁ)ﬁ-h‘r
...p.,].h_).pt-] 'I_LUJJE_A_;L!_I]J] '-IUJSL’_ Y-y -1 _c.'.)..'lx_i'_ﬁﬂ((

\:J_uvpym s __l..'.'-ll_).lllh_]ljs_l_q. |'|‘9.asn_)_11.5_nll.:)5_1ru _ll_gs al_i_).'.'.
-—"l-b—hhilil—’—uﬁL_,ﬁ_mih_]H].d_u_lx_I_'ll.S_ll})) 1_93.1#-_“1.‘....5._‘\ "'la_b_.‘r_fﬁ".

Wl sg l] «._1! <|I~_i._] _I.Cr .A_n..:l.n.“\_ﬂ r_!l o2 1#‘-1 --\_;élll J_:“:s;;n_sllﬁln

- ._4_5-\_-'




W‘eﬁﬁi_ﬁu‘gﬂdl gﬁﬁi&.ﬁﬁdugﬁuﬁs L@é)&.}Lﬁ.‘;ﬁ
(¢ Hsmas Jo Ay

Lo 0¥ cilall 5 A% B Wi pe 1iglg tan o 8 Agud ga Sal) U 23 9) La 4ldal

utiall ISY A gl B S L A da gy Y Al

() ol ghailal) ey A LAY ol andis 4 ildl) Ay b8

petleliag aga g (A dddl) ol bl

O paleal) alilis alulad)

A€ elae) allic cluld)

L 8 2S5 130 AN g s Ay 0 ) punslly £ L) ity o () (e

o sy o JLAE) 28y s gl g8 385y Sk (pud 130 Lgrba ) panily Liny) 0 palocal) i g sl

Y3 asagl Aglaa 8 Lba ) gouily cpaalal) o) ALY (ha AwwiSl) plae] Cidag sl
Sl slae) claa A aianal) Lgilay 2S5 O i W L) g Lot gl Ankald 4y play oy

Al A ol el candl W) gisa oY Lgdl puad A ) geddy o ) glglan g L saaley



Al 8 ol Uadd) Gud 130 ) 0 08 gl o) JUg el Undl (b 2 ) (18S9
Ry gl (udi b Ay GllS e ) L g (258 pa Ly g2 g 4 a3 aaldll (ha

paal agall il A lel Lo ) Alluy Balgd Lo dms (e Yo cw b (e Jig Y AlSTy

s Dall Y ) ) Chaiial oy palaall da) LS (e dy gh oalgS

17 Jles) ) pgibadld LS (o ABGSEY pa AT L) () Auadi Jgau ) (al gy Lialnad
(

S8l J gl Laga dp0adl agal) e £ gild] Ay gh ien 21,0 Al Balgh 13g]

L ehscal) A Cpmdly

) alBY) (o ALalS o i g Anpaad) L) Ay gila) o) ) Allaa ) oalgdi ad) ) ) g

(luldy) (an; (2 ol

924 :26 917 :17 56 :23 521 :13 §33:10 5 39 :10 5 31 :12 5 28 :5 <

15 :25
23 :10 536 :13 539 :12

33:12 515:19 9 5:12 525 :24 543 :11 541 :11 526 :14 522 :16 o



40 :12 433 :161 :1 &

12 :14 51 :6 530 :17 512 :4 51 :3 513 :12 ¢

16 :11 511 :12 524-22 :8 8 :12 §3 :7 58 :12 521 :11 4,

14 912-11:2 §35:7 539 :7 §15-9:3 518 :15 56 :15 513 :16 <1

37=32

14 :3 510 :6 510 :7 s 11-1 :12 52

21 :5 510 :5 517 :2 S

27 :5 527 :4 §27-26 :4 930 :4 929-25:4 926 :5 912 :2

7:2 920:3 92:2 910-1:3 &

16-15:1 52 :3 &

20 :5 5 13 :5 i1

14 :3 §3 :2 (2

6:5520:1 5 13:5 Al

14-13 :1 2

6:1 4



9 :1 J8

14 :13 924 :9 §27-26 :10 3 17 :13 53 :11 912 :3 525 :10 58-6 :6 =

11-9:1 527 :1 519 :2 58-6:1 97:4 511:3 511 :4 34-1:5 35:1 &

22:1 512-10:1 5 9:4 53 :4 57 :5 520 :3 584 :2 kil

10 :3 L2

12-11:5 515-14 :3 518 :4 99 :3 » 21-19 :3 §27-20 :2 4l

1:1 52

8-6:1 4

$51:397:11 §3:9 516:21 51 :11 5, 94 :10 15:20 5 3 :17 L3y

il 2

asdil) agal) Jlind ) 4LVl 13



O Agghy ALalS waad) agall (udiall S i Aallh ciatd ula gt o150 Alla ) 1Y
A Cppenady 2]) 32l L JLaSS) day g) AN 8D Chatie

3 ¢ adi o) J gy Jslad Lgtiolgah B gh (e ) S Al Siial) 138 e aalg Jaa g1 V3ag
Ol Cnpie 5 Ampedl waad) agal) Ui Gijm alaa clad) (he palgdS Lt b S
cra Wl Uiy Lo (<05 Alla )l Al (1) a0 Uiagy ¥ (N (2 g8 0 4dS aoally

W Ll s oila 0 138 b cpa i) Ay gild aS’sy dlals LacY)

297 diu 3 L A) (i€ A i) S diry S a 145 4 Gabasp Jia (adid AN

OlSa S (A i) g Lgud o8 48 yma Lgmlis g e SN () aSTy

Ladfa &l daall g



