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A primitive root (compare H1933); to exist, that is, be or become, come to
pass (always emphatic, and not a mere copula or auxiliary): - beacon, X
altogether, be (-come, accomplished, committed, like), break, cause, come

(to pass), continue, do, faint, fall, + follow, happen, X have, last, pertain,

quit (one-) self, require, X use.
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BDB Definition:

1) to be, become, come to pass, exist, happen, fall out

1a) (Qal)

lala) to happen, fall out, occur, take place, come about, come to

pass
lalb) to come about, come to pass
1a2) to come into being, become
1a2a) to arise, appear, come
1a2b) to become
1a2bl) to become
1a2b2) to become like
1a2b3) to be instituted, be established
1a3) to be
1a3a) to exist, be in existence
1a3b) to abide, remain, continue (with word of place or time)
1a3c) to stand, lie, be in, be at, be situated (with word of locality)
1a3d) to accompany, be with
1b) (Niphal)
1b1) to occur, come to pass, be done, be brought about
1b2) to be done, be finished, be gone
Part of Speech: verb

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: a primitive root [compare
H1933]
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after he had been a long time king, as he now was;

Jk

Was - This tense does not imply that Solomon had ceased to be king when
the word was written. See the introduction to Ecclesiastes. He begins with
the time of his accession to the throne, when the gifts of wisdom and riches

were especially promised to him 1Ki_3:12-13.

g5

It has also been conjectured from this, that if the book were written by
Solomon, it was intended to be a posthumous publication. “I that was king,
still continue to preach and instruct you.” Those who suppose the book to

have been written after Solomon’s fall, think that he speaks thus through



humility. “I was once worthy of the name of king: but I fell into all evil; and,
though recovered, I am no longer worthy of the name.” I am afraid this is not

solid.

He had his royal seat in Jerusalem, which then deserved, better than Athens

ever did, to be called the eye of the world.

Some observe how slightly Solomon speaks of his dignity and honour. He
does not say, | the preacher am king, but | was king, no matter what | am.
He speaks of it as a thing past, because worldly honours are transitory. 2. He
applied himself to the improvement of these advantages, and the
opportunities he had of getting wisdom, which, though ever so great, will not

make a man wise unless he give his mind to it.

ey

| was king - Having asserted the vanity of all things in the general, he now
comes to prove his assertion in those particulars wherein men commonly
seek, and with greatest probability expect to find, true happiness. He begins
with secular wisdom. And to shew how competent a judge he was of this
matter, he lays down this character, That he was the preacher, which implies
eminent knowledge; and a king, who therefore had all imaginable

opportunities and advantages for the attainment of happiness,
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