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The most important of Solomon's acts was his building of the Temple, in
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which he was assisted by angels and demons. Indeed, the edifice was
throughout miraculously constructed, the large, heavy stones rising to
and settling in their respective places of themselves (Ex. R. lii. 3; Cant.
R. l.c.). The general opinion of the Rabbis is that Solomon hewed the
stones by means of the Shamir, a worm whose mere touch cleft rocks.
According to Midrash Tehillim (in Yal ., I Kings, 182), the shamir was
brought from paradise by the eagle; but most of the rabbis state that
Solomon was informed of the worm’s haunts through the chief of the
demons, who was captured by Benaiah, Solomon's chief minister (see
Asmodeus). The chief of the demons, Ashmedai or Asmodeus, told
Solomon that theshamir had been entrusted by the prince of the sea to
the mountain cock alone (the Hebrew equivalent in Lev. xi. 19 and Deut.
xiv. 18 is rendered by A. V. "lapwing" and by R.V. "*hoopoe'), and that
the cock had sworn to guard it well. Solomon’s men searched for the
nest of the bird and, having found it, covered it with glass. The bird
returned, and, seeing the entrance to its nest closed by what it supposed
to be a glass door, brought the shamir for the purpose of breaking the
glass. Just then a shout was raised; and the bird, being frightened,
dropped the shamir, which the men carried off to the king (Gi . 68b).

2- Jalll 5315 4
On another day while sailing over a valley where there were many
swarms of ants, Solomon heard one ant say to the others, 'Enter your
houses; otherwise Solomon's legions will destroy you.' The king asked
why she spoke thus, and she answered that she was afraid if the ants
looked at Solomon's legions they might be turned from their duty of
praising God, which would be disastrous to them. She added that, being

the queen of the ants, she had in that capacity given them the order to



retire. Solomon desired to ask her a question; but she told him that it
was not becoming for the interrogator to be above and the interrogated
below. Solomon thereupon brought her up out of the valley; but she
then said it was not fitting that he should sit on a throne while she
remained on the ground. Solomon now placed her upon his hand, and
asked her whether there was any one in the world greater than he. The
ant replied that she was much greater; otherwise God would not have
sent him there to place her upon his hand. The king, greatly angered,
threw her down, saying, 'Dost thou know who | am? I am Solomon, the
son of David!" She answered: 'l know that thou art created of a
corrupted drop [comp. Ab. iii. 1]; therefore thou oughtest not to be

proud.' Solomon was filled with shame, and fell on his face.
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The meeting of Solomon and the Queen of Sheba is narrated in Targum
Sheni as follows: **Solomon, when merry from wine, used to assemble
before him all the kings, his vassals, and at the same time ordered all the
other living creatures of the world to dance before them. One day, the
king, observing that the mountain-cock or hoopoe was absent, ordered
that the bird be summoned forthwith. When it arrived it declared that it
had for three months been flying hither and thither seeking to discover
some country not yet subjected to Solomon, and had at length found a
land in the East, exceedingly rich in gold, silver, and plants, whose
capital was called ""Kitor' and whose ruler was a woman, known as ‘the
Queen of Saba [Sheba].' The bird suggested that it should fly to the
gueen and bring her to Solomon. The king approved this proposal; and

Solomon, accordingly, caused a letter to be tied to the hoopoe's wing,



which the bird delivered to the queen toward the evening as she was
going out to make her devotions to the sun. Having read the letter,
which was couched in somewhat severe terms, she immediately
convoked a council of her ministers. Then she freighted several vessels
with all kinds of treasures, and selected 6,000 boys and girls, all of the
same age, stature, and dress, and sent them with a letter to Solomon,
acknowledging her submission to him and promising to appear before
him within three years from that date. . . . On being informed of her
arrival, Solomon sent his chief minister, Benaiah, to meet her, and then
seated himself in a glass pavillon. The queen, thinking that the king was
sitting in water, lifted her dress, which caused Solomon to smile.""

It is stated in | Kings x. 1 that the queen came to propound riddles to
Solomon: the text of these is given by the Rabbis. A Yemenite
manuscript entitled "*"Midrash ha- efe ** (published by S. Schechter in
"Folk-Lore," 1890, pp. 353 et seq.) gives nineteen riddles, most of which
are found scattered through the Talmud and the Midrash and which the
author of the ""Midrash ha- efe " attributes to the Queen of Saba
(Sheba). The first four riddles are also given in Midrash Mishle i. 1,
where their transmission is attributed to R. Ishmael. See Sheba, Queen
of.

Pre-Talmudic Demonology.
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Upon pre-Talmudic demonology new light has been thrown by the
""Testament of Solomon,"" translated by Conybeare in "*Jew. Quart.
Rev." (1898, xi. 1-45), a work which, notwithstanding many Christian

interpolations, is of ancient Jewish origin and related to the ""Book of



Healing" (*'Sefer Refu'ot') ascribed to King Solomon (see Pes. iv. 9;
Josephus, l.c.; Schrer, **Geseh.™ iii. 300). In this **Testament"" it is told
that by the help of a magic ring with the seal of Pentalpha, Lilith-like
vampires, Beelzebub, and all kinds of demons and unclean spirits were
brought before Solomon, to whom they disclosed their secrets and told
how they could be mastered (see Solomon, Testament of). It contains
Incantations against certain diseases, and specifies the task allotted to
each of the chief demons in the erection of the Temple. The latter was a
favorite theme of the Haggadists (Pesi . R. vi.; So ah 48b; Gi . 68a). The
later Haggadah ascribed to Moses this power to make the demons work
at the erection of the Sanctuary (Pesi . R. iv. 6b; Num. R. xii.); and
Solomon's ""sword against the fear of the spirits at night' (Cant. R. to
iii. 8) was transformed into the Magic *"*sword of Moses'" (Pesi . 140a;
Pesi . R. 15; Cant. R. iii. 7; Num. R. xi., xii.). Henceforth the magic
books of Moses and the **Sword of Moses'* (see Dieterich, ""Abraxas,""
1891, pp. 155,169 et seq.; Gaster, ""Sword of Moses,"* London, 1896)

took the place of ""Solomon's Testament™ in the magic lore of the Jews.

chad) (e 04k

According to a contrary opinion; he was king, private person, and again king
(Sanh. l.c.; Git. 68b; Eccl. R. i. 12). Solomon's ejection from the throne is
stated in Ruth R. ii. 14 as having occurred because of an angel who assumed
his likeness and usurped his dignity. Solomon meanwhile went begging
from house to house protesting that he was the king. One day a woman put
before him a dish of ground beans and beat his head with a stick, saying,

"Solomon sits on his throne, and yet thou claimest to be the king." Gittin



(I.c.) attributes the loss of the throne to Asmodeus, who, after his capture by
Benaiah, remained a prisoner with Solomon. One day the king asked
Asmodeus wherein consisted the demons' superiority over men; and
Asmodeus replied that he would demonstrate it if Solomon would remove
his chains and give him the magic ring. Solomon agreed; whereupon
Asmodeus swallowed the king (or the ring, according to another version),
then stood up with one wing touching heaven and the other extending to the
earth, spat Solomon to a distance of 400 miles, and finally seated himself on
the throne. Solomon's persistent declaration that he was the king at length
attracted the attention of the Sanhedrin. That body, discovering that it was
not the real Solomon who occupied the throne, placed Solomon thereon and
gave him another ring and chain on which the Holy Name was written. On

seeing these Asmodeus flew away (see Asmodeus, and the parallel sources

there cited). Nevertheless Solomon remained in constant fear; and he
accordingly surrounded his bed with sixty armed warriors (comp. Cant. iii.
7). This legend is narrated in ""Emek ha-Melek" (pp. 14d-15a; republished
by Jellinek, I.c. ii. 86-87) as follows: "Asmodeus threw the magic ring into
the sea, where it was swallowed by a fish. Then he threw the king a distance
of 400 miles. Solomon spent three years in exile as a punishment for
transgressing the three prohibitive commandments [see above]. He wandered
from city to city till he arrived at Mashkemam, the capital of the Ammonites.
One day, while standing in a street of that city, he was observed by the
king's cook, who took him by force to the royal kitchen and compelled him
to do menial work. A few days later Solomon, alleging that he was an expert
in cookery, obtained the cook's permission to prepare a new dish.The king of
the Ammonites was so pleased with it that he dismissed his cook and

appointed Solomon in his place. A little later, Naamah, the king's daughter,
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fell in love with Solomon. Her family, supposing him to be simply a cook,
expressed strong disapproval of the girl's behavior; but she persisted in her
wish to marry Solomon, and when she had done so the king resolved to kill
them both. Accordingly at his orders one of his attendants took them to the
desert and left them there that they might die of hunger. Solomon and his
wife, however, escaped starvation; for they did not remain in the desert.
They ultimately reached a maritime city, where they bought a fish for food.
In it they found a ring on which was engraved the Holy Name and which
was immediately recognized by Solomon as his own ring. He then returned
to Jerusalem, drove Asmodeus away, and reoccupied his throne." It may be
noticed that this story also is at variance with | Kings xiv. 21, where it
appears that Solomon had married Naamah in David's lifetime. According to
Midrash al-Yithallel (Jellinek, I.c. vi. 106 et seq.), God sent Asmodeus to
depose Solomon, as a punishment for the king's sin. Agreeing with Git. I.c.
as to the means by which the fraud of Asmodeus was exposed, the narrative
continues as follows (Midr. al-Yithallel, I.c.): "Benaiah sent for Solomon,
and asked him how his deposition had happened. Solomon replied that when
sitting one day in his palace a storm had hurled him to a great distance and
that since then he had been deprived of his reason. Benaiah then asked him
for a sign, and he said: 'At the time of my coronation my father placed one
of my hands in thine and the other in that of Nathan the prophet; then my
mother kissed my father's head.' These facts having been ascertained to be
true, Benaiah directed the Sanhedrin to write the Holy Name on pieces of
parchment and to wear them on their breasts and to appear with them before
the king. Benaiah, who accompanied them, took his sword and with it struck

Asmodeus. Indeed, he would have killed the latter had not a bat kol cried:



‘Touch him not: he only executed my commands.
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As the building of the Temple was not finished at his death and he was
afraid that the jinn would not continue to work thereon if he were not there
to command them, the angel of death took his soul while he was leaning
upon his staff, praying. His body remained in that position a year, until the
jinn had finished the Temple, when a worm that had been gnawing at the
staff caused it to crumble to pieces; Solomon's body fell, and the jinn
discovered that he was dead. It is said that Solomon collected the books of
magic that were scattered throughout his realm, and locked them in a box,
which he put under his throne to prevent their being used. After his death the
jinn, so as to make people believe that Solomon had been a sorcerer,
declared that these books had been used by him; many believed the

statement to be true, but the accusation was a malicious falsehood.
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