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Phraortes, lIranian Fravartish, also called Khshathrita, Assyrian
Kashtariti (died 653 bc), king of Media from 675 to 653 bc. Phraortes,
who was known by that name as a result of the writings of the 5th-
century-bc Greek historian Herodotus, was originally a village chief of
Kar Kashi, but he later subjugated the Persians and a number of other
Asian peoples, eventually forming an anti-Assyrian coalition of Medes
and Cimmerians. In his attack on Assyria, however, he was defeated
and killed in battle.
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Ecbatana, ancient city on the site of which stands the modern city of
Hamadan, Iran. Ecbatana was the capital of Media and was
subsequently the summer residence of the Achaemenian kings and one
of the residences of the Parthian kings. According to ancient Greek
writers, the city was founded in about 678 bc by the semilegendary
Deioces, who was the first king of the Medes. The Greek historian
Herodotus described the city in the 5th century bc as being surrounded

by seven concentric walls.
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