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Alexander the Great passed through Ray (then called Rhagae) in 

pursuit of Darayavahush (Darius) III, last of the Achaemenid dynasty of 

Persia, resting his exhausted troops there for five days when he heard 

that his quarry had already reached the Caspian Gates pass[1] (the 

much later historical epic, Shah-nameh, suggests that the garrison at 

Ray elected to join Alexander, and aided his conquest of Persia).[2] 



After the great conqueror's untimely death, Seleucus, a successful 

officer in his army, initially settled in Babylon as his share of the 

empire, embarked on a nine-year campaign of conquest in 311 BCE, 

ultimately acquiring most of Persia. He followed Alexander's policy of 

establishing Greek cities at key strategic points, and among these was 

Europos, a replacement for the old Rhagae (much needed because there 

was an earthquake around 300 BCE).[3] 

 

 

 

 

 


