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That it was in early times regarded as a part of the Book of Daniel
appears from the fact that in most Greek manuscripts it stands at the

beginning of that book;
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Canonicity.

The booklet appears to have been regarded in Alexandria as belonging
in the class of sacred writings; but it was never so regarded by the
Palestinian Jewish leaders. It is quoted as the work of the prophet
Daniel by Tertullian and other early Christian writers, and its claim to
canonicity is defended by Origen (*'Epistola ad Africanum™); it was not,
however, formally accepted as canonical by the early Church. In



modern times it has been included among the canonical books by the

Roman and the Greek churches, and excluded by Protestants.
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