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Now it so fell out, that these things were done on the very same day on 

which their Divine worship had fallen off, and was reduced to a profane and 

common use, after three years' time; for so it was, that the temple was made 

desolate by Antiochus, and so continued for three years. This desolation 

happened to the temple in the hundred forty and fifth year, on the twenty-

fifth day of the month Apeliens, and on the hundred fifty and third 

olympiad: but it was dedicated anew, on the same day, the twenty-fifth of 

the month Apeliens, on the hundred and forty-eighth year, and on the 

hundred and fifty-fourth olympiad. And this desolation came to pass 

according to the prophecy of Daniel, which was given four hundred and 

eight years before; for he declared that the Macedonians would dissolve that 

worship [for some time].  

He also spoiled the temple, and put a stop to the constant practice of offering 

a daily sacrifice of expiation for three years and six months. But Onias, the 

high priest, fled to Ptolemy, and received a place from him in the Nomus of 



Heliopolis, where he built a city resembling Jerusalem, and a temple that 

was like its temple concerning which we shall speak more in its proper place 

hereafter.  

However, he was then too hard for them; and, in the several battles that were 

fought on both sides, he slew not fewer than fifty thousand of the Jews in the 

interval of six years. Yet had he no reason to rejoice in these victories,
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unto two thousand and three hundred days; or so many "mornings" and 

"evenings" (h); which shows that not so many years, as Jacchiades, and 

others, are meant; but natural days, consisting of twenty four hours, and 

which make six years, three months, and eighteen days; and reckoning from 

the fifteenth day of the month Cisleu, in the year 145 of the Selucidae, in 

which Antiochus set up the abomination of desolation upon the altar, in the 

Apocrypha:  

 

"Now the five and twentieth day of the month they did sacrifice upon the 

idol altar, which was upon the altar of God.'' (1 Maccabees 1:59)  

 

to the victory obtained over Nicanor by Judas, on the thirteenth day of the 

month Adar, Anno 151, are just 2300 days; which day the Jews kept as an 

annual feast, in commemoration of that victory; and from that time enjoyed 

peace and rest from war (i): this way goes L'Empereur after Capellus; but 



others begin from the defection of the people from the pure religion by 

Menelaus, Anno 141; though Antiochus did not enter on his impieties till the 

following year; and, reckoning from the sixth day of the sixth month in that 

year, to the twenty fifth day of Cisleu in the year 148, when the Jews offered 

the daily sacrifice on the new altar of burnt offerings, in the Apocrypha:  

 

"Now on the five and twentieth day of the ninth month, which is called the 

month Casleu, in the hundred forty and eighth year, they rose up betimes in 

the morning, 53 And offered sacrifice according to the law upon the new 

altar of burnt offerings, which they had made. '' (1 Maccabees 4:52)  

 

were just six years, three months, and eighteen days: and so it follows,  

 

and then shall the sanctuary be cleansed; as it was by Judas Maccabeus at 

the time above mentioned; when he purified the holy places, sanctified the 

courts, rebuilt the altar, renewed the vessels of the sanctuary, and put all in 

their proper places; in the Apocrypha:  

 

"41 Then Judas appointed certain men to fight against those that were in the 

fortress, until he had cleansed the sanctuary. 42 So he chose priests of 

blameless conversation, such as had pleasure in the law: 43 Who cleansed 

the sanctuary, and bare out the defiled stones into an unclean place. 44 And 

when as they consulted what to do with the altar of burnt offerings, which 

was profaned; 45 They thought it best to pull it down, lest it should be a 

reproach to them, because the heathen had defiled it: wherefore they pulled 

it down, 46 And laid up the stones in the mountain of the temple in a 

convenient place, until there should come a prophet to shew what should be 



done with them. 47 Then they took whole stones according to the law, and 

built a new altar according to the former; 48 And made up the sanctuary, and 

the things that were within the temple, and hallowed the courts. 49 They 

made also new holy vessels, and into the temple they brought the 

candlestick, and the altar of burnt offerings, and of incense, and the table. 50 

And upon the altar they burned incense, and the lamps that were upon the 

candlestick they lighted, that they might give light in the temple. 51 

Furthermore they set the loaves upon the table, and spread out the veils, and 

finished all the works which they had begun to make.'' (1 Maccabees 4)  

 

Indeed, as Antiochus was a type of antichrist, and his persecution of that 

desolation made by antichrist in the church; these 2300 days may be 

considered as so many years, which will bring it down to the end of the sixth 

Millennium, or thereabout; when it may be hoped there will be a new face of 

things upon the sanctuary and church of God, and a cleansing of it from all 

corruption in doctrine, discipline, worship, and conversation.  

 

(h) בוקרערב  "vespero matutina", Castalio; "vespertina matutinaque 

tempora", Junius & Tremellius, Piscator. (i) Joseph. Antiqu. l. 12. c. 10. sect. 

5. 

Christ assures him that the trouble shall end; it shall continue 2300 days and 

no longer, so many evenings and mornings (so the word is), so many 

nuchthe merai, so many natural days, reckoned, as in the beginning of 



Genesis, by the evenings and mornings, because it was the evening and the 

morning sacrifice that they most lamented the loss of, and thought the time 

passed very slowly while they were deprived of them. Some make the 

morning and the evening, in this number, to stand for two, and then 2300 

evenings and as many mornings will make but 1150 days; and about so 

many days it was that the daily sacrifice was interrupted: and this comes 

nearer to the computation (Dan_7:25) of a time, times, and the dividing of a 

time. But it is less forced to understand them of so many natural days; 2300 

days make six years and three months, and about eighteen days; and just so 

long they reckon from the defection of the people, procured by Menelaus the 

high priest in the 142nd year of the kingdom of the Seleucidae, the sixth 

month of that year, and the 6th day of the month (so Josephus dates it), to 

the cleansing of the sanctuary, and the reestablishment of religion among 

them, which was in the 148th year, the 9th month, and the 25th day of the 

month, 1 Macc. 4:52. God reckons the time of his people's afflictions he is 

afflicted.
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