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BDB Definition: 

1) Grecian, Ionian 

Part of Speech: adjective 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: patronymically from H3121
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The termini of the Archaic period are defined as the "structural 

revolution", meaning a sudden upsurge of population and material 

goods that occurred c. 750 BC, and the "intellectual revolution" of 

classical Greece.[1] The end of archaism is conventionally marked by 

Xerxes' invasion of Greece in 480 BC. 

The sharp rise in population at the start of the Archaic period brought 

with it the settlement of new towns and the expansion of the older 

population centres. The Archaic period is also characterized by the 

spread of colonization along the Mediterranean and Black Sea coasts 

that began about 800 B.C. The reason for this phenomenon is described 

by Greek authors as stenochoria, or "the lack of land", but in practice it 

was caused by a great number of reasons, such as rivalry between 

political groups, a desire for adventure, expatriation, the search for 

trade opportunities, etc.[2] 
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Slavery was common practice and an integral component of ancient 

Greece

Most ancient writers considered slavery not only natural but necessary,

All activities were open to slaves with the exception of politics.[38] For 

the Greeks, politics was the only activity worthy of a citizen, the rest 

being relegated wherever possible to non-citizens.[39] It was status that 

was of importance, not activity. 

 

The principal use of slaves was in agriculture, the foundation of the 

Greek economy.



The ancient Greeks had many words to describe slaves which need to be 

placed in context to avoid ambiguity. In Homer, Hesiod and Theognis of 

Megara, the slave was called δμώς / dmôs.[5] The term has a general 

meaning but refers particularly to war prisoners taken as booty,[6] in 

other words, property. During the classical period, the Greeks 

frequently used ἀνδράποδον / andrápodon,[7] literally, "one with the 

feet of a man", as opposed to τετράποδον / tetrapodon, "quadruped", or 

livestock.[8] The most common word is δοῦλος / doûlos,[9] an earlier 

form of which appears in Mycenaean inscriptions as do-e-ro,[10] used in 

opposition to "free man" (ἐλεύθερος / eleútheros). The verb δοσλεὐω 

(which survives in modern Greek, meaning work) can be used 

metaphorically for other forms of dominion, as of one city over another 

or parents over their children. Finally, the term οἰκέτης / oikétês was 

used, meaning "one who lives in house", referring to household 

servants. 
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When critics ask 

The Greeks are 

referred to in ancient Neo-Babylonian inscriptions as early as the 7th-

century B.C. , 

and the Cretan Linear B tablets indicate the beginning of the Greek 

civilization and 

language from about 1500 B.C. So, it is not possible to use this reference to 

date Joel’s 

prophecy in the fourth century B.C.
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