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 so that Israel should receive their complete retribution in the exile of Titus 

and his subjugation, in order that their transgressions should terminate, their 

sins should end, and their iniquities should be expiated, in order to bring 

upon them eternal righteousness and to anoint upon them (sic) the Holy of 

Holies: the Ark, the altars, and the holy vessels, which they will bring to 

them through the king Messiah. The number of seven weeks is four hundred 

and ninety years. The Babylonian exile was seventy [years] and the Second 

Temple stood four hundred and twenty [years].
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Daniel 9:25. 

Babylonian Talmud, Megillah 3a. 

… The Targum of the Prophets was composed by Jonathan ben Uzziel under 

the guidance of Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi, and the land of Israel 

[thereupon] quaked over an area of four hundred parasangs by four hundred 

parasangs, and a Bath Kol came forth and exclaimed, Who is this that has 

revealed My secrets to mankind? Jonathan b. Uzziel thereupon arose and 

said, It is I who have revealed Thy secrets to mankind. It is fully known to 

Thee that I have not done this for my own honour or for the honour of my 

father’s house, but for Thy honour I have done it, that dissension may not 

increase in Israel … Kol went forth and said, Enough! What was the 

reason?—Because the date of the Messiah is foretold in it.  

A footnote after the phrase ‘secrets to mankind’ states: ‘The Targum of 

Jonathan b. Uzziel is very paraphrastic, and applies many of the prophetic 

verses to the Messianic age’. 

Daniel 9:25. 

Babylonian Talmud, Pesahim 54b. 



… Our Rabbis taught: Seven things are hidden from men. These are they: 

the day of death, and the day of comfort, the depth [extent] of judgment; and 

a man does not know what is in his neighbour’s heart; and a man does not 

know from what he will earn; and when the Davidic dynasty will return; and 

when the wicked kingdom will come to an end. 

A footnote after the phrase ‘the Davidic dynasty’ reads: ‘This was probably 

said in order to discourage those who tried to calculate the advent of the 

Messiah on the basis of Scripture; cf.. Sanh. 97a’. 
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