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The Rotulus Messanensis (Cod. Mes. Gr. 177, saec XII1).
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2. The papyr found there must have been written before Ap 68
(from an archacological and historical point of view), and for
7Q05 in particular the latest possible date is ¢. Ap 50 (taking into
account palacographical considerations).
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a tradition regarding Mark who wrote the Gospel, which he [Papias]
has given in the following words]: And the presbyter said this. Mark
having become the interpreter of Peter, wrote down accurately
whatsoever he remembered. It was not, however, in exact order that he

related the sayings or deeds of Christ.
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while Peter and Paul were preaching at Rome, and laying the
foundations of the Church. After their departure, Mark, the disciple
and interpreter of Peter, did also hand down to us in writing what had

been preached by Peter.
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Mark, wrote entirely what is called the Gospel according to Mark.
JE Lyl g

but with all manner of entreaties importuned Mark, to whom the
Gospel is ascribed, he being the companion of Peter, that he would leave
in writing a record of the teaching which had been delivered to them
verbally; and did not let the man alone till they prevailed upon him; and
so to them we owe the Scripture called the ""Gospel by Mark." On
learning what had been done, through the revelation of the Spirit, it is



said that the apostle was delighted with the enthusiasm of the men, and

sanctioned the composition for reading in the Churches.
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Of the apostles, therefore, John and Matthew first instil [3526] faith into

us; whilst of apostolic men, Luke and Mark renew it afterwards.
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The same authority of the apostolic churches will afford evidence [3598]

to the other Gospels also, which we possess equally through their means,



[3599] and according to their usage--1 mean the Gospels of John and
Matthew--whilst that which Mark published may be affirmed to be

Peter's [3600] whose interpreter Mark was.
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and that the Gospel according to
Mark was composed in the following circumstances:

Peter having preached the word publicly at Rome, and by the Spirit
proclaimed the Gospel, those who were present, who were numerous,
entreated Mark, inasmuch as he had attended Him from an early
period, and remembered what had been said, to write down what had
been spoken. On his composing the Gospel, he handed it to those who
had made the request to him; which coming to Peter's knowledge, he

neither hindered nor encouraged.
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Clement of Rome, Mathetes, Polycarp, Ignatius, Barnabas, Papias,

Justin Martyr, Irenaeus.
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