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Chapter XI—Proofs in continuation, extracted from St. John’s Gospel. 

The Gospels are four in number, neither more nor less. Mystic reasons 

for this. 

1. John, the disciple of the Lord, preaches this faith, and seeks, by the 

proclamation of the Gospel, 



Chapter XVIII.—God the Father and His Word have formed all 

created things

And to these things does John also, the disciple of the Lord, bear witness, 

when he speaks thus in the Gospel: “In the beginning was the Word, and the 

Word was with God, and the Word was God. This was in the beginning with 

God. All things were made by Him, and without Him was nothing made. 

John i. 1, etc. And then he said of the Word Himself: “He was in the world, 

and the world was made by Him, and the world knew Him not. To His own 

things He came, and His own people received Him not. However, as many 

as did receive Him, to these gave He power to become the sons of God, to 

those that believe in His name John i. 10, etc. And again, showing the 

dispensation with regard to His human nature, John said: “And the Word 

was made flesh, and dwelt among us John i. 14. And in continuation he says, 

“And we beheld His glory, the glory as of the Only-begotten by the Father, 

full of grace and truth.” He thus plainly points out to those willing to hear, 

that is, to those having ears, that there is one God, the Father over all, and 

one Word of God, who is through all, by whom all things have been made; 

and that this world belongs to Him, and was made by Him, according to the 

Father’s will, and not by angels; nor by apostasy, defect, and ignorance; nor 

by any power of Prunicus, whom certain of them also call “the Mother;” nor 

by any other maker of the world ignorant of the Father. 

Those therefore who did not receive Him did not receive life. “But to as 

many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God     

John i. 12.



Chapter XXXII.—That one God was the author of both Testaments

and as we read in the Gospel, “All things were made by Him; and without 

Him was nothing made;”42454245    John i. 3. and the Apostle Paul [says] 

in like manner, “There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and 

Father, who is above all

Chapter XXI.—A vindication of the prophecy in Isa. vii. 14 against the 

misinterpretations of Theodotion, Aquila, the Ebionites, and the Jews

and was formed by the hand of God, that is, by the Word of God, for “all 

things were made by Him,”37383738    John i. 3. and the Lord took dust 

from the earth and formed man; so did He who is the Word,

Chapter XI—Proofs in continuation, extracted from St. John’s Gospel. 

The Gospels are four in number, neither more nor less. Mystic reasons 

for this.

1. John, the disciple of the Lord, preaches this faith, and seeks, by the 

proclamation of the Gospel, to remove that error which by Cerinthus had 
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been disseminated among men, and a long time previously by those termed 

Nicolaitans, who are an offset of that “knowledge” falsely so called, that he 

might confound them, and persuade them that there is but one God, who 

made all things by His Word; and not, as they allege, that the Creator was 

one, but the Father of the Lord another; and that the Son of the Creator was, 

forsooth, one, but the Christ from above another, who also continued 

impassible, descending upon Jesus, the Son of the Creator, and flew back 

again into His Pleroma; and that Monogenes was the beginning, but Logos 

was the true son of Monogenes; and that this creation to which we belong 

was not made by the primary God, but by some power lying far below Him, 

and shut off from communion with the things invisible and ineffable. The 

disciple of the Lord therefore desiring to put an end to all such doctrines, and 

to establish the rule of truth in the Church, that there is one Almighty God, 

who made all things by His Word, both visible and invisible; showing at the 

same time, that by the Word, through whom God made the creation, He also 

bestowed salvation on the men included in the creation; thus commenced 

His teaching in the Gospel: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 

was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with 

God. All things were made by Him, and without Him was nothing 

made.34293429    Irenæus frequently quotes this text, and always uses the 

punctuation here adopted. Tertullian and many others of the Fathers follow 

his example. What was made was life in Him, and the life was the light of 

men. And the light shineth in darkness, and the darkness comprehended it 

not.”34303430    John i. 1, etc. “All things,” he says, “were made by Him;” 

therefore in “all things” this creation of ours is [included], for we cannot 

concede to these men that [the words] “all things” are spoken in reference to 

those within their Pleroma. For if their Pleroma do indeed contain these, this 



creation, as being such, is not outside, as I have demonstrated in the 

preceding book;34313431    See ii. 1, etc. but if they are outside the 

Pleroma, which indeed appeared impossible, it follows, in that case, that 

their Pleroma cannot be “all things:” therefore this vast creation is not 

outside [the Pleroma]. 

 

2. John, however, does himself put this matter beyond all controversy on our 

part, when he says, “He was in this world, and the world was made by Him, 

and the world knew Him not. He came unto His own [things], and His own 

[people] received Him not.”34323432    John i. 10, 11. But according to 

Marcion, and those like him, neither was the world made by Him; nor did 

He come to His own things, but to those of another. And, according to 

certain of the Gnostics, this world was made by angels, and not by the Word 

of God. But according to the followers of Valentinus, the world was not 

made by Him, but by the Demiurge. For he (Soter) caused such similitudes 

to be made, after the pattern of things above, as they allege; but the 

Demiurge accomplished the work of creation. For they say that he, the Lord 

and Creator of the plan of creation, by whom they hold that this world was 

made, was produced from the Mother; while the Gospel affirms plainly, that 

by the Word, which was in the beginning with God, all things were made, 

which Word, he says, “was made flesh, and dwelt among us.”34333433    

John i. 14.  

3. But, according to these men, neither was the Word made flesh, nor Christ, 

nor the Saviour (Soter), who was produced from [the joint contributions  



427 of] all [the Æons]. For they will have it, that the Word and Christ never 

came into this world; that the Saviour, too, never became incarnate, nor 

suffered, but that He descended like a dove upon the dispensational Jesus; 

and that, as soon as He had declared the unknown Father, He did again 

ascend into the Pleroma. Some, however, make the assertion, that this 

dispensational Jesus did become incarnate, and suffered, whom they 

represent as having passed through Mary just as water through a tube; but 

others allege him to be the Son of the Demiurge, upon whom the 

dispensational Jesus descended; while others, again, say that Jesus was born 

from Joseph and Mary, and that the Christ from above descended upon him, 

being without flesh, and impassible. But according to the opinion of no one 

of the heretics was the Word of God made flesh. For if anyone carefully 

examines the systems of them all, he will find that the Word of God is 

brought in by all of them as not having become incarnate (sine carne) and 

impassible, as is also the Christ from above. Others consider Him to have 

been manifested as a transfigured man; but they maintain Him to have been 

neither born nor to have become incarnate; whilst others [hold] that He did 

not assume a human form at all, but that, as a dove, He did descend upon 

that Jesus who was born from Mary. Therefore the Lord’s disciple, pointing 

them all out as false witnesses, says, “And the Word was made flesh, and 

dwelt among us.”34343434    John i. 14.  

4. And that we may not have to ask, Of what God was the Word made flesh? 

he does himself previously teach us, saying, “There was a man sent from 

God, whose name was John. The same came as a witness, that he might bear 

witness of that Light. He was not that Light, but [came] that he might testify 

of the Light.”34353435    John i. 6. By what God, then, was John, the 



forerunner, who testifies of the Light, sent [into the world]? Truly it was by 

Him, of whom Gabriel is the angel, who also announced the glad tidings of 

his birth: [that God] who also had promised by the prophets that He would 

send His messenger before the face of His Son,34363436    Mal. iii. 1. who 

should prepare His way, that is, that he should bear witness of that Light in 

the spirit and power of Elias.34373437    Luke i. 17. But, again, of what God 

was Elias the servant and the prophet? Of Him who made heaven and 

earth,34383438    This evidently refers to 1 Kings xviii. 36, where Elijah 

invokes God as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, etc. as he does 

himself confess. John, therefore, having been sent by the founder and maker 

of this world, how could he testify of that Light, which came down from 

things unspeakable and invisible? For all the heretics have decided that the 

Demiurge was ignorant of that Power above him, whose witness and herald 

John is found to be. Wherefore the Lord said that He deemed him “more 

than a prophet.”34393439    Matt. xi. 9; Luke vii. 26. For all the other 

prophets preached the advent of the paternal Light, and desired to be worthy 

of seeing Him whom they preached; but John did both announce [the 

advent] beforehand, in a like manner as did the others, and actually saw Him 

when He came, and pointed Him out, and persuaded many to believe on 

Him, so that he did himself hold the place of both prophet and apostle. For 

this is to be more than a prophet, because, “first apostles, secondarily 

prophets;”34403440    1 Cor. xii. 28. but all things from one and the same 

God Himself. 

 

5. That wine,34413441    The transition here is so abrupt, that some critics 

suspect the loss of part of the text before these words. which was produced 



by God in a vineyard, and which was first consumed, was good. 

None34423442    John ii. 3. of those who drank of it found fault with it; and 

the Lord partook of it also. But that wine was better which the Word made 

from water, on the moment, and simply for the use of those who had been 

called to the marriage. For although the Lord had the power to supply wine 

to those feasting, independently of any created substance, and to fill with 

food those who were hungry, He did not adopt this course; but, taking the 

loaves which the earth had produced, and giving thanks,34433443    John vi. 

11. and on the other occasion making water wine, He satisfied those who 

were reclining [at table], and gave drink to those who had been invited to the 

marriage; showing that the God who made the earth, and commanded it to 

bring forth fruit, who established the waters, and brought forth the fountains, 

was He who in these last times bestowed upon mankind, by His Son, the 

blessing of food and the favour of drink: the Incomprehensible [acting thus] 

by means of the comprehensible, and the Invisible by the visible; since there 

is none beyond Him, but He exists in the bosom of the Father. 

 

6. For “no man,” he says, “hath seen God at any time,” unless “the only-

begotten Son of God, which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared 

[Him].”34443444    John i. 18. For He, the Son who is in His bosom, 

declares to all the Father who is invisible. Wherefore they know Him to 

whom the Son reveals Him; and again, the Father, by means of the Son, 

gives knowledge of His Son to those who love Him. By whom also 

Nathanael, being taught, recognised [Him], he to whom also the Lord bare 

witness, that he was “an Israelite indeed, in whom was no guile.”34453445    

John i. 47. The  



428 Israelite recognised his King, therefore did he cry out to Him, “Rabbi, 

Thou art the Son of God, Thou art the King of Israel.” By whom also Peter, 

having been taught, recognised Christ as the Son of the living God, when 

[God] said, “Behold My dearly beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased: I 

will put my Spirit upon Him, and He shall show judgment to the Gentiles. 

He shall not strive, nor cry; neither shall any man hear His voice in the 

streets. A bruised reed shall He not break, and smoking flax shall He not 

quench, until He send forth judgment into contention;34463446    The 

reading νεῖκος having been followed instead of νῖκος, victory. and in His 

name shall the Gentiles trust.” 

Chapter XVI.—Proofs from the apostolic writings, that Jesus Christ 

was one and the same, the only begotten Son of God, perfect God and 

perfect man.

The Gospel, therefore, knew no other son of man but Him who was of Mary, 

who also suffered; and no Christ who flew away from Jesus before the 

passion; but Him who was born it knew as Jesus Christ the Son of God, and 

that this same suffered and rose again, as John, the disciple of the Lord, 

verifies, saying: “But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that believing ye might have eternal life in His 

name,”35953595    John xx. 31. — 




