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skotos

skot'-0s
From the base of G4639; shadiness, that is, obscurity (literally or

figuratively): - darkness.
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ghay
Contracted from a primary word; soil; by extension a region, or the solid
part or the whole of the terrene globe (including the occupants in each

application): - country, earth (-ly), ground, land, world.
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On the Circumstances Connected with Our Saviour’s Passion and His Life-

Giving Resurrection.

1. As to His works severally, and His cures effected upon body and soul,
and the mysteries of His doctrine, and the resurrection from the dead, these
have been most authoritatively set forth by His disciples and apostles before
us. On the whole world there pressed a most fearful darkness; and the rocks
were rent by an earthquake, and many places in Judea and other districts
were thrown down. This darkness Thallus, in the third book of his History,
calls, as appears to me without reason, an eclipse of the sun. For the
Hebrews celebrate the passover on the 14th day according to the moon, and
the passion of our Saviour falls on the day before the passover; but an
eclipse of the sun takes place only when the moon comes under the sun. And
it cannot happen at any other time but in the interval between the first day of
the new moon and the last of the old, that is, at their junction: how then
should an eclipse be supposed to happen when the moon is almost
diametrically opposite the sun? Let that opinion pass however; let it carry
the majority with it; and let this portent of the world be deemed an eclipse of

the sun, like others a portent only to the eye.'*?® Phlegon records that, in the



time of Tiberius Casar, at full moon, there was a full eclipse of the sun from
the sixth hour to the ninth—manifestly that one of which we speak. But what
has an eclipse in common with an earthquake, the rending rocks, and the
resurrection of the dead, and so great a perturbation throughout the universe?
Surely no such event as this is recorded for a long period. But it was a
darkness induced by God, because the Lord happened then to suffer. And
calculation makes out that the period of 70 weeks, as noted in Daniel, is

completed at this time.
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