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Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call
him a man, for he was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of such men
as receive the truth with pleasure. He drew over to him both many of
the Jews, and many of the Gentiles. He was the Christ, and when Pilate,
at the suggestion of the principal men among us, had condemned him to
the cross, those that loved him at the first did not forsake him; for he
appeared to them alive again the third day; as the divine prophets had
foretold these and ten thousand other wonderful things concerning him.
And the tribe of Christians so named from him are not extinct at this

day.
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But the younger Ananus who, as we said, received the high priesthood, was
of a bold disposition and exceptionally daring; he followed the party of the
Sadducees, who are severe in judgment above all the Jews, as we have

already shown. As therefore Ananus was of such a disposition, he thought he



had now a good opportunity, as Festus was now dead, and Albinus was still
on the road; so he assembled a council of judges, and brought before it the
brother of Jesus the so-called Christ, whose name was James, together with
some others, and having accused them as lawbreakers, he delivered them

over to be stoned.
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At this time there appeared Jesus, a wise man. For he was a doer of startling
deeds, a teacher of people who receive the truth with pleasure. And he
gained a following among many Jews and among many of Gentile origin.
And when Pilate, because of an accusation made by the leading men among
us, condemned him to the cross, those who had loved him previously did not
cease to do so. And up until this very day the tribe of Christians (named after
him) had not died out.
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per Meier, op. cit., page 61
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The Jews themselves also bear witness to Christ, as appears by
Josephus, the writer of their history, who says thus: ‘That there was at
that time a wise man, if (says he) it be lawful to have him called a man, a
doer of wonderful works, who appeared to his disciples after the third
day from his death, alive again according to the writings of the
prophets, who foretold these and innumerable other miraculous events
concerning him: from whom began the congregation of Christians, yet
he was no believer, because of the hardness of his heart and his

prejudicial intention. However, it was no prejudice to the truth that he



was not a believer, but this adds more weight to his testimony, that
while he was an unbeliever and unwilling, this should be true, he has not

denied it to be so.
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Now he wrote concerning our Lord after this manner: *"At the same
time there was Jesus, a wise man, if yet it be lawful to call him a man;
for he was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of those who willingly
receive the truth. He had many followers both of the Jews and of the
Gentiles -- he was believed to be the Christ. And when by the envy of
our principal men, Pilate had condemned him to the cross, yet
notwithstanding those who had loved him at first persevered, for he
appeared to them alive on the third day, as the oracles of the prophets
had foretold many of these and other wonderful things concerning him:
and the sect of Christians so named from him are not extinct to this day.
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(Feldman, op. cit., page 184).
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King Solomon was such a wise man (Ant. 8.53),
Daniel was a wise man ( Ant.10.237)
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Of these, Solomon and Daniel are the most obvious parallels to Jesus
gua wise men. Both were celebrated as masters of wisdom. Hence it is
not surprising to find the epithet ‘teacher’ follows closely the phrases

under consideration in the Testimonium.

(Geza Vermes, The Jesus Notice of Josephus Re-Examined, Journal of
Jewish Studies, Spring 1987, page 3).
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[1]t is used elsewhere in Josephus only in the sense of *"poet™; but
Josephus . . . has a fondness for resolving a simple verb into two words:
a noun expressing the agent and the auxiliary verb (e.g., krites einai for
the simple krinein). Moreover, Josephus uses such cognates as poieteos,
'that which is to be done," poiesis, '*doing, causing'* (as well as **poetry,
poem"’), and poietikos, 'that which causes something™ (as well as

""poetic™).
(Meier, op. cit., page 81).
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(Vermes, op. cit., page 8).
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""Christian interpolation is unlikely, since the word in the New
Testament and in early Christian writings had a pejorative

connotation."
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""because Christians generally avoid a positive use of the word
‘pleasure,’ with its connotation of *hedonism,’ [] it is difficult to imagine

a Christian scribe using it here about Jesus' followers.""
(Van Voorst, op. cit., 90).
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He drew over to him both many of the Jews, and many of the Gentiles.
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In the whole of John's Gospels, no one clearly designated a Gentile ever
interacts directly with Jesus; the very fact that Gentiles seek to speak to
Jesus is a sign to him that the hour of his passion, which alone makes a
universal mission possible, is at hand (John 12:20-26). In Matthew's
Gospels, where a few exceptions to the rule are allowed . . . we find a
pointedly programmatic saying in Jesus' mission charge to the Twelve:
'Go not to the Gentiles, and do not enter a Samaritan city; rather, go
only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel’* (Matthew 10:5-6). The few
gentiles who do come into contact with Jesus are not objects of Jesus'
missionary outreach; they rather come to him unbidden and humble,
realizing they are out place. For Matthew, they point forward to the
universal mission, which begins only after Jesus' death and resurrection
(28:16-20). While Mark and Luke are not as explicit as Matthew on this
point, they basically follow the same pattern: during his public ministry,
Jesus does not undertake any formal mission to the Gentiles; the few

who come to him do so by way of exception.

Hence the implication of the Testimonium that Jesus equally won a
large following among both Jews and Gentiles simply contradicts the
clear statements about the Gospels. Unless we want to fantasize about a

Christian interpolator who is intent on inserting a summary of Jesus’



ministry into Josephus and who nevertheless wishes to contradict what
the Gospels say about Jesus' ministry, the obvious conclusion to draw is
that the core of the Testimonium comes from a nonChristian hand,
namely, Josephus'. Understandably, Josephus simply retrojected the
situation of his own day, into the time of Jesus. Naive retrojection is a

common trait of Greco-Roman historians.

(Meier, op. cit., page 64-65).

S e agall puaillg
He was the Messiah,

ol 138 (23 aa o1 () (R g Aalgd) AlaBIl) (S (g g (el and Gl Jrdlly 52
€ 5 G O (rran fraial) ) 22y g) asSa (] Al £ g i g a0 Arday () i O
Al ik gall 18 (A dsae A8l (gl g gl

kel J g 4d) gAY Aaadlall g
ho legomenos Christos

M\ﬁ#fé&&ﬂ&gbhﬂ)ﬁﬁﬁeaﬁﬂww\\hd&é\ﬁmd&j\gd&ﬁ
daly s Al Ahgalasda g

Goamaal) (.33 (IS A3 olina gb Lay () gy (oa sk 83 ) (i 53 12

) 52 Craantll g 2 5gll (o S N3al grida 5 (o gnn 530 DS (lpas 22 pualy jadl) 134
) 98 L ghinn gy sl O 385 138 g el S S ATY £ ga

i g



and when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men among us, had

condemned him to the cross,
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Antiquities 1.3; Antiquities 10.2.2; 12.6.2; 14.10.1; 15.3.2; and 15.10.5
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those that loved him at the first did not forsake him
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(Van Voorst, Op. cit., page 90)
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(Edwin M. Yamuchi, "'Jesus Outside the New Testament' in Jesus
Under Fire, Eds. Michael J. Wilkin and J.P. Moreland, page 213).
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for he appeared to them alive again the third day; as the divine
prophets had foretold these and ten thousand other wonderful things

concerning him.
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And the tribe of Christians so named from him are not extinct at this

day
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the Jews are a ""tribe"" (War 3.354; 7.327)
the Taurians (War 2.366
Parthians (War 2.379).
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(i) At this time there appeared,
(if) a wise man;
(iii) startling deeds;
(iv) receive the truth with pleasure;
(v) leading men;
(vi) among us;
(vii) those who had loved him; and,
(viii) the tribe of.
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Josephus' report on John is also a descriptive treatment of a popular
religious movement with political implications. Josephus depicts John as
a good man who attracted large crowds by his teaching, as Jesus did.
John, like Jesus, leads a reform movement within Judaism. Also, both
leaders are killed unjustly, John on the suspicion that he might lead a
popular revolt against Herod. Differences also exist, of course. John did
not work miracles, the Romans are not involved [although there client
King is], and Josephus does not indicate that his movement continues.
Nevertheless, that Josephus can write sympathetically about a
controversial figure like John the Baptizer indicates that he could write

a neutral description about Jesus as well.

(Van Voorst op.cit., page 98).
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(France, The Evidence for Jesus, page 25)
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