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Saint Irenaeus
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Chapter Il.—The world was not formed by angels, or by any other being,
contrary to the will of the most high God, but was made by the Father
through the Word.>*"
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1. Those, moreover, who say that the world was formed by angels, or by any
other maker of it, contrary to the will of Him who is the Supreme Father, err first
of all in this very point, that they maintain that angels formed such and so mighty
a creation, contrary to the will of the Most High God. This would imply that angels
were more powerful than God; or if not so, that He was either careless, or
inferior, or paid no regard to those things which took place among His own
possessions, whether they turned out ill or well, so that He might drive away and
prevent the one, while He praised and rejoiced over the other. But if one would

not ascribe such conduct even to a man of any ability, how much less to God
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He created and made all things by His Word,
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This noble chapter is a sort of homily on Heb 1
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Paul the apostle also has declared, [saying,] “There is one God,
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Chapter XXX.—Absurdity of their styling themselves spiritual, while the
Demiurge is declared to be animal.
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of all things, then He is discovered to be the one only God who created all things,

who alone is Omnipotent, and who is the only Father rounding and forming all

things, visible and invisible, such as may be perceived by our senses and such

as cannot, heavenly and earthly, “by the word of His power;"?*>®
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For that there are spiritual creatures in the heavens, all the Scriptures loudly proclaim;
and Paul expressly testifies that there are spiritual things
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Chapter VI—The Holy Ghost, throughout the Old Testament Scriptures,

made mention of no other God or Lord, save him who is the true God.

but he is not properly termed Lord, nor is called God by the prophets, but is
spoken of by the Spirit as “Moses, the faithful minister and servant of

God,”***’which also he was.

Heb iii. 5
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And the Apostle Paul also, saying, “For though ye have served them which

are no gods; ye now know God, or rather, are known of God



And Paul himself says that this is true: “We know that an idol is nothing,
and that there is none other God but one. For though there be that are
called gods, whether in heaven or in earth; yet to us there is but one God,
the Father, of whom are all things, and we through Him; and one Lord

Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by Him
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Chapter XVII.—Proof that God did not appoint the Levitical dispensation for

His own sake, or as requiring such service; for He does, in fact, need

nothing from men

David also says: “Sacrifice and oblation Thou didst not desire, but mine ears hast

Thou perfected;***® burnt-offerings also for sin Thou hast not required.”
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Chapter XXXII.—In that flesh in which the saints have suffered so many
afflictions, they shall receive the fruits of their labours; especially since all

creation waits for this, and God promises it to Abraham and his seed.

and [yet] he did not receive an inheritance in it, not even a footstep, but was

always a stranger and a pilgrim therein.*’**
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XXXVII.

Paul exhorts us “to present our bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.”And
again, “Let us offer the sacrifice of praise, that is, the fruit of the

4872

lips.
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