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and that ye likewise read the epistle from Laodicea; which was not an
epistle of the apostle to the Laodiceans, as some have thought, but one
that was "written from" thence, as the Syriac version renders it. Marcion,
the heretic, called the epistle to the Ephesians, the epistle to the

Laodiceans,
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"Paul an Apostle, not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ; to the
brethren which are of Laodicea, grace be unto you, and peace from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. | give thanks to Christ in every
prayer of mine, that ye continue and persevere in good works, expecting
the promise in the day of judgment: neither let the vain speeches of some
that pretend to truth disturb you, so as to turn you from the truth of the
Gospel which is preached by me; and now the Lord cause that those who
belong to me may be serviceable for the furtherance of the truth of the
Gospel, and doing kind actions, which are of salvation unto eternal life: and
now my bonds are manifest which | suffer in Christ, in which | am glad and
rejoice; and this is to my perpetual salvation which is done by your prayers,
the Holy Ghost supplying, whether by life or by death; for me to live is life
in Christ, and to die is joy; and he will do his own mercy in you, that ye
may have the same love, and be unanimous: therefore, most beloved, as
ye have heard of the presence of the Lord, so think ye, and do in fear, and
you shall have life for ever; for it is God that worketh in you; and

whatsoever ye do, do without sin; and what is best, most beloved, rejoice



in the Lord Jesus Christ, and take heed of all filth in all gain; let your
petitions be openly with God, be ye steadfast in the sense of Christ: and
whatsoever things are sound and true, and chaste and just, and lovely, do;
and what ye have heard and received retain in the heart, and peace shall
be with you. Salute all the brethren with an holy kiss; all the saints salute
you; the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen. Cause
this to be read to the Colossians, and that which is of the Colossians to

you.

Every one on reading it will easily see that it is a spurious piece, a
collection out of other epistles, and very ill put together: however, the
apostle here does not speak of any epistle written to the church of
Laodicea, but of one that was written from thence; which some think was
written by himself, and that he means his first epistle to Timothy, which is
said to be written from Laodicea; and the rather, because in that the
qualifications of the ministers of the Gospel are given; and also suitable
instructions for the discharge of their work, and so very proper to be read

in the presence of Archippus; who, from the following verse, seems to have



been remiss and negligent, and needed stirring up to the performance of
his office: but from Col_2:1 it appears, that the apostle had not been at
Laodices when he wrote this, and had not so much as seen any of the
faces of the brethren there in the flesh; it therefore seems rather to be an
epistle which was sent from Laodicea to him, or to the Colossians; which
having something in it very instructive and useful, the apostle desires it

might be publicly read.

(r) Jachasin, fol. 87. 2. & 117. 1.
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