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A harlot’s house — Harlots and inn—keepers seem to have been
called by the same name, as no doubt many who followed this mode
of life, from their exposed situation, were not the most correct in their
morals. Among the ancients women generally kept houses of
entertainment, and among the Egyptians and Greeks this was

common. | shall subjoin a few proofs.
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, | am fully satisfied that the term 7137

or zonah in the text, which we translate harlot, should be rendered tavern

or inn—keeper, hostess.
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harlot's house: Though the word zonah generally denotes a prostitute,
yet many very learned men are of opinion that it should be here
rendered an innkeeper or hostess, from zoon, to furnish or provide
food. In this sense it was understood by the Targumist, who renders
it, ittetha pundekeetha, 'a woman, a tavern—keeper,"' and so St.
Chrysostome, in his second sermon on Repentance, calls her
navookevTplo. The Greek mopvn, by which the LXX render it, and
which is adopted by the Apostles, is derived from ngpvao, to sell,
and is also supposed to denote a tavern keeper. Among the ancients,
women generally kept houses of entertainment. Herodotus says,
"Among the Egyptians, the women carry on all commercial concerns,
and keep taverns, while the men continue at home and weave." The

same custom prevailed among the Greeks.
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A primitive root; to /ie down: — X at all, cast down, ([over—]) lay (self)

(down), (make to) lie (down, down to sleep, still, with), lodge, ravish, take

rest, sleep, stay.
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