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el-o-heem

Plural of 433 gods in the ordinary sense; but specifically used (in the
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plural thus, especially with the article) of the supreme God; occasionally
applied by way of deference to magistrates; and sometimes as a
superlative: - angels, X exceeding, God (gods) (-dess, -ly), X (very) great,
judges, X mighty.
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BDB Definition:
2) (plural)
1a) rulers, judges
1b) divine ones
1c) angels
1d) gods

2) (plural intensive — singular meaning)
2a) god, goddess
2b) godlike one

2¢) works or special possessions of God



2d) the (true) God
2e) God

A el L) 9 9 AgI¥) olul g gy g ASDLal) o (3l Lilial g 42Y) 58 g 0ol g oliad
) Al

e

43 5g0) 4 gou gl (1
—Biblical Data:

""God" is the rendering in the English versions of the Hebrew "EI,"
"Eloah," and "Elohim."" The existence of God is presupposed
throughout the Bible, no attempt being anywhere made to demonstrate
His reality. Philosophical skepticism belongs to a period of thought
generally posterior to that covered by the Biblical books, Ecclesiastes and
some of the Psalms (xiv., liii., xciv.) alone indicating in any degree in
Biblical Israel a tendency toward Atheism. The controversies of the Earlier
Prophets never treat of the fundamental problems of God's existence or
non-existence; but their polemics are directed to prove that Israel, ready
at all times to accept and worship one or the other god, is under the
obligation to serve Yhwh and none other. Again, the manner of His
worship is in dispute, but not His being. The following are the main

Biblical teachings concerning God:

Relation to Nature.



God and the world are distinct. The processes of nature are caused by
God. Nature declares the glory of God: it is His handiwork (Gen. i.; Ps.
viil., Xix.; Isa. xl. 25 et seq.). God is the Creator. As such, He is *'In
heaven above and upon the earth beneath' (Deut. iv. 39). His are the
heavens, and His is the earth (Ps. Ixxxix. 12 [A. V. 11]; compare Amos
Iv. 13). He created the world by the word of His mouth (Ps. xxxiii. 6, 9).
Natural sequences are His work (Jer. v. 22, 24; Ps. Ixxiv. 15-17). He
maintains the order of nature (Ps. cxlvii. 8-9, 16-18; Neh. ix. 6). He does
not need the offerings of men, because "‘the earth is the Lord's and the
fulness thereof' (Ps. xxiv. 1, 4, 7-13; compare Isa. i. 11; Jer. vii. 21-23;
Micah vi. 6-8).

Nothing is affirmed of His substantial nature. The phrase "'spirit of

God" (“'ruah Elohim"") merely describes the divine energy, and is not to

be taken as equivalent to the phrase ""God is a spirit,"" viz., an assertion

concerning His incorporeality (Zech. iv. 6; Num. xiv. 22; Isa. xI. 13). He
can not, however, be likened to any thing (Ex. xx. 4-5; Isa. xl. 18) or to
any person (Jer. X. 6-7). No form is seen when God speaks (Deut. iv. 15).
He rules supreme as the King of the nations (Jer. x. 6-7). His will comes
to pass (Isa. viii. 9, 10; Iv. 10, 11; Ps. xxxiii. 10-12, Ixviii. 2-4). He is one,
and none shares with Him His power or rulership (Deut. vi. 4; Isa. xliv.
6, xlvi. 10 [A. V. 9]). He is unchangeable, though he was the first and
will be the last (Isa. xli. 4; Mal. iii. 6). All that is, is perishable: God is
everlasting (Isa. xl. 7-8, 23-25; li. 12-13). Hence His help is always
triumphant (Ps. xx. 8-9, xliv. 4, xlvi. 1-8). He is in all things, places, and
times (Ps. cxxxix. 7-12). He is not, like man, subject to whim (Num. xxiii.

19; Deut. vii. 9). He is the Judge, searching the innermost parts of man's



being, and knowing all his secrets (Jer. xvi. 17, xvii. 10, xxiii. 24; Ps.
cxxxix. 1-4). His knowledge is too high for man (Ps. cxxxix. 6, 15, 16).
God's wisdom, however, is the source of human understanding (Ps.
xxxvi. 10). He is ""'merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in
goodness and truth™ (Ex. xxxiv. 6-7). But He can not hold the sinner
guiltless (ib.). He manifests His supreme lordship in the events of history
(Deut. xxxii. 8-12; Ps. xxii. 28, 29; Ixxviii. 2-7). He is the ever-ruling
King (Jer. x. 10). He punishes the wicked (Nahum i. 2); He turns their
way upside down (Ps. i. 6). Appearances to the contrary are illusive
(Hab. i. 13, ii. 2; Jer. xii. 1-2; Ps. x. 13-14, xxxvii. 35-39, lii. 3-9, Ixii. 11-
13, xcii. 7-8; Job xxi. 7-9, xxvii. 8-11, xxxv. 14).

The most common of the originally appellative names of God is Elohim (
owdx), plural in form though commonly construed with a singular verb
or adjective. This is, most probably, to be explained as the plural of

majesty or excellence, expressing high dignity or greatness: comp.
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word which expresses concepts of Hebrew is a ( 2o , as7i28) Elohim
,el divinity. It is apparently related to the Hebrew word

with a (m%x) Eloah word it consists of the Hebrew morphologically though

and Genesis of plural suffix. Elohim is the third word in the Hebrew text

Its exact significance is .Bible Hebrew the occurs frequently throughout

called unto him Elohim ..." ,3:4 often disputed. In some cases (e.g. Exodus
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http://www.babylon.com/definition/Eloah/English
http://www.babylon.com/definition/Genesis/English
http://www.babylon.com/definition/Tanakh/English

in Hebrew out of the midst of the bush ..."), it acts as a singular noun
the grammar (see next section), and is then generally understood to denote

ordinary plural of the In other cases, Elohim acts as an .Israel of God single

and refers to the polytheistic notion of multiple gods (for ,(m>x) word Eloah
Exodus 20:3, "Thou shalt have no other gods before me."). This ,example
texts Age Bronze use of the word "Elohim" found in the late may reflect the
be a word denoting Ugarit, where Elohim (‘lhm) was found to Canaanite of
creator patriarchal the ,>x the family of El) pantheon the entire Canaanite
.(god

AalSl) cpa i gSa ALY A& A g Jil Ay ad) AalSl i A 9 ) (Fra (8l AalS ana gl
1) S5 AU CpsSill e B (gl palll B AalS U sa au ol | aad Al o byl (5l
S5 a4 23 T oA Fla alal) any b CNA Ll ga Gang Ul () ) 4

ol gadl) (B 2 jda iy peal ML 4Kl g pad audd Al a8 59 Sl dag (a7 oA g

(s iy i Ly o gL (5 AT J)ga) (B, sl gl B ) A) el 98 aggda ale (Srag
ey 138 5, 3120 Z oA e Agh) aaaly (g AN acl) ) o JLENL 0 sk AalS! paa anilS
agd) 23 9 Cua CyilaiSll B jadi Gl ) (5 3l AU pae 8 a3 g o3 ad ol AalS aladin)

Oitaisl) alaa dgd) S pan (na ol caa g AalS

O 228 auail) agall 86 5 250 2 dally b £la g 0 e 2600 fadll ddmas it ol pla g
an o) Al A i glil) (o) Ailan gll B aandl o 8L 13gd 3 jial) Cilaua) ydie aaad) dia

aHlBY) (e sry g aga an) 5gd
3 ke iy i JAL (o prag 253 98 9 sl pandl 4L ATY ) pan ad g& b ohi) () agdid

Jal&l) & ¢ gmaill g


http://www.babylon.com/definition/God/English
http://www.babylon.com/definition/Israel/English
http://www.babylon.com/definition/Bronze_Age/English
http://www.babylon.com/definition/Canaan/English
http://www.babylon.com/definition/Pantheon_%28gods%29/English
http://www.babylon.com/definition/patriarchy/English

Gl B gas i el 381 Uil

Al oS (o AN Agll (rnay auh bl dals cuila o1 Y )

Sy 3a) g el 8 () 7 9 1) A L Jalad) Q) () Il e S e ol Ll
Al e alia) Gyl o) JiB g il A Sraa anilBY) s 68 O Ay

(pp sk 0.9¢2 ) AN Gl s 58 9 aga pul T g )

Cile b Juualil) pa (padiy Ada 5 138 g

G5 S AalS Cilaladi

Jhaidlyg
4:2 noSi A Ul B A Gull AalS a0A0 Ba )

2MWY PIN 20N 7T MRy 23 D872 YIS 2%wd nTin e

AVTI EWVAL 1] YEVEGLS TOV OVPAVOV KUl TG YNGS, 0TE EKTIGON GOV QvTa,

Ka0' nv nuepav emromoe Kvprog o0 @<og ynv Kar ovpavov,

Istae sunt generationes caeli et terrae, quando creata sunt. In die quo

fecit Dominus Deus terram et caelum

These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they
were created, in the day that the LORD God made the earth and the

heavens
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0O d¢ Adap gyvoprogvy Evav v yovaikae avtov® Kol cuverafe, kot

gyevvnoe tov Koy ko eutev, Amektnoa avlpomov oo tov Kvprov.

Adam vero cognovit Evam uxo rem suam, quae concepit et peperit Cain

dicens: “Acquisivi virum per Dominum?

And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and
said, | have gotten a man from the LORD
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Hi20 manp=% H6213 Let us makes i)y H430 And GodDﬁnbN H559 said,=pansy (IHOT+)
H7287 and let them have ym%Y H1823 after our likeness: 1y H6754 in our imagc,j]nbg:

Hs775 and over the fowlrljyjj H3220 of the sea,;3%7 H1710 over the fishf3=j3 dominion

H776 the T‘jxn H3605 and over 1111273:1 Ho29 and over the cattle, 300 H8064 of the air,;y9»anim



H5921 by H7430 that creepethppy=™] H7431 creeping thingppy=™ H3605 and over evelybjjj earth,

H776 the earth. :ijﬂ upon
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H2005 Behold,m H430 Godaﬂn)jx H3068 And the LORDYY H559 said,=pAR (IHOT+)
H3045 us, to nD15 H4480 ofyyA») H259 as one=yr) H1961 is becomesa™ Hi120 the man=NeT
H7971 he put nbuﬁ H6435 lestTD H6258 and now, =3y H7451 and evil:3y=m)y H2896 goodyy know
H2416 of ;9977 H6086 of the tree];ym His71 alsoy H3947 and takcﬂp?jj H3027 his hand,y=» forth
H5769 forever: 30595 H2425 and lives7y H398 and eat,’j:xj life,
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H8582 caused me to wanderypr)] H834 whenmies H1961 And it came to pass, 7™ (IHOT+)
H2088 unto her, 17 ﬂb H559 that I said=pARy Hi9gR Hioo4npdary H430 GOdD’ﬂ)DN H853%R
H413 )jx H5978% 7933 H6213 thou shalt showspnyr H834 which=ypin H2617 thy kindness‘[“@ﬂ This
Ho35 we shall come, N0y H834 whitherpin  H4725 placeDjP?jn H3605 evelyzj: me; at

H1931 of me, He 24 H251 my brother.spiR 96 H559 sayy=pAR H8033 whitherspapy
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H259

TR
'echad

ekh-awd'
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The author of the Zohar sensed plurality in the Tetragrammaton3 and wrote:

"Come and see the mystery of the word YHVH: there are three steps, each
existing by itself: nevertheless they are One, and so united that one cannot
be separated from the other. The Ancient Holy One is revealed with three
heads, which are united into one, and that head is three exalted. The Ancient
One is described as being three: because the other lights emanating from him
are included in the three. But how can three names be one? Are they really
one because we call them one? How three can be one can only be known

through the revelation of the Holy Spirit."4
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