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الحقيقة الاباء من بداية الكنيسة الاولي تكلموا عن الثالوث وشرحوه تفصيلا وردوا علي الهراطقه 

 ايضا 

 وفي هذا الملف اقدم القليل من اقوال الاباء عن الثالوث 

م ( وتكلم عنه معلمنا بولس  033الي  03القديس اكليمندوس الروماني هو تلميذ للتلاميذ ) 

  0: 4الرسول في فيلبي 

رأى الرسل الطوباويين وتحدث معهم، كانت كرازتهم لا تزال تدوي في أذنيه، وتقليدهم ماثلًا  فهو

  .قدام عينه

م. يشرح في هذه الرسالة  69لي سنة كتب أكليمندوس الروماني رسالة إلى كنيسة كورنثوس حوا

عقيدة الثالوث. فهو يكتب قائلًا، "أليس عندنا إله واحد ومسيح واحد  عنعن الله في عبارات 



 Cyril (Richardson ,Early Christianوروح نعمة واحد الذي انسكب علينا؟" ))

Fathers ,New York :The Macmillan Co., 1970, p. 65 ) 

لذي أيضاً قائلًا، "لأنه كما أن الله حيّ والرب يسوع المسيح حيّ والروح القدس )اويكتب أكليمندس 

 (. 03." )نفس المرجع ص به يؤمن المختارون ويرجونه(

أنه الطفل الذي حمله السيد المسيح مقدمًا إياه مثلًا م (  030م الي  03القديس اغناطيوس ) 

المتقدة رسموه أسقفًا على إنطاكية، وقد  (. إذ رأى الرسل فيه غيرته4-2: 01للتواضع )مت 

اختلف البعض في شخصية من سامه، فيرى البعض أن الرسول بطرس سام أفوديوس على اليهود 

. وأنه لما تنيح الأول تسلم مم المتنصرينالمتنصرين والرسول بولس سام أغناطيوس على الأ

 .أغناطيوس رعاية الكنيسة بشطريها

م. وقد ثبّت إنسانية يسوع المسيح  030عدة رسائل قبل موته عام كتب أغناطيوس الأنطاكي 

وألوهيّته على السواء في رسالته إلى الأفسسيين. "إن مصدر اتحادكم واختياركم هو الآلام الحقيقية 

 (. 11-10التي تجتازون بها بحسب إرادة الله الآب ويسوع المسيح إلهنا" )نفس المرجع ص 

لة السابقة، "يوجد طبيب واحد أتى في الجسد مع أنه روحي، مولود ويكتب أيضاً في نفس الرسا

مع أنه غير مخلوق، الله المتجسّد، الحياة الحقة في وسط الموت، منبثق من مريم ومنبثق من 

 (. 63يسوع المسيح ربنا" )نفس المرجع ص  -الله، متحمل الآلام أولًا وما تبعها ثانية

 وايضا يقول 



 الإيمان في والروح الجسد في أفعالكم، في تنجحوا حتى والرسل الرب عقائد في تثبتوا أن حاولوا"

 اطيعوا. الجليل اسقفكم مع بالاتفاق والنهاية البدء في القدس، والروح والابن الآب في. والمحبة

 والروح والآب المسيح الرسل أطاع وكما الآب، بالجسد المسيح أطاع كما بعضاً  وبعضكم اسقفكم

 "وروحية جسدية الوحدة تكون حتى القدس

  06ص  0ويقول في رسالته جزء 

 الرب لم يفعل شيئ بنفسه بدون الاب المتحد معه ولذلك لا تفعلوا شيئ بدون الاسقف والشيوخ. 

 وايضا يقول في نفس الجزء 

كلكم تعالوا معا الي هيكل الله الواحد الي مذبح واحد وهو يسوع المسيح الذي هو مولود من الاب 

 الواحد وهو والاب كيان واحد ومحتوي .

  03ص  0ويقول في جزء 

بعد قيامته اكل وشرب معهم كشخص له جسد ولكنه كان روحاني واحد مع الاب" ) فهو يتكلم عن 

 اللاهوت والناسوت (

 وينقل سقراتيس من القرن الخامس عن اغناطيوس قائلا 

" عادة التسبيح في الكنيسة بدات بهذه الطريقة بان اغناطيوس الاسقف الثالث لانطاكية بعد 

الرسول بطرس وهو عاش مع الرسل انفسهم شاهد رؤيا لملائكة يجاويون بعضهم باعاني عن 



الثالوث وطلب الكنيسة ان تحتفظ بالتقليد والطريقه التي لاحظها في الرؤيا ومنها انتشرت الي كل 

 ائس " الكن

 

م ( وهو تلميذ القيس يوحنا الحبيب وهو الذي رسمه اسقف  033الي  93) القديس بوليكاربوس 

القديس إيرينيئوس أسقف ( وهو معلم القديس ايرينيؤس . وشهد  03-1: 2علي سيميرنا ) رؤيا 

نه تعلم على أيدي الرسل، وأنه تحدث مع القديس يوحنا وغيره ممن  ليون عن قداسة سيرته، وا 

عاينوا السيد المسيح على الأرض.جاهد أيضًا في مقاومته للهراطقة خاصة مرقيون أبرز 

م أنقذ كثيرين من الضلال وردهم عن 034الشخصيات الغنوسية، وفي أثناء وجوده في روما سنة 

 .تبعيتهم لمرقيون

 م ينقل منها لنا القديس ايرينيؤس ويقول  031في رسالة تقريبا سنة 

" هو ليس فقط تم توجيهه بالرسل وعاش مع الكثيرين من الذين راوا المسيح ولكن ايضا عين 

 اسقف لسيميرنا بواسطة الرسول " 

 ومن رسالة 

Epistola Ecclesiae Smyrnensis de Martyrio Polycarpi. 

 في نص صلاته قبل استشهاده 



لابدي والسماوي المسيح يسوع ابنك امع لهذا ولاجل كل شيئ اسبحك واباركك وامجدك وانت واحد 

 الوحيد الحبيب ومعه ومع الروح القدس تكون ممجدا الان وكل اوان امين"

 ويؤكد الوحدانية والتساويالروح القدس.  ومعالابن مع ومن هذا التعبير اتي ان الاب ممجد 

 وايضا اقتسها يوسابيوس 

 اليوم هذا في أهلتني لأنك أباركك. المسيح يسوع المحبوب المبارك ابنك ابو القدرة الكلي الرب أيها

 في والجسد الروح لقيامة مسيحك كأس مساهمي ومن شهدائك عداد من لأكون الساعة هذه وفي

 الخالد السماوي الأعظم الكاهنمن خلال  وامجدك. القدس الروح في فساد، بدون الأبدية الحياة

 "آمين الأبد الى المقدس روحك مع المجد به الذي الحبيب ابنك المسيح يسوع

ولكن المعترف بها هي الاولي لان الثانيه تناسب اكثر افكار يوسابيوس النصف اريوسي. وقد 

الابن لان  واحد معشرح هذا الامر سقراتس من القرن الخامس ان يوسابيوس اخفي تعبير الاب 

يوسابيوس كان يؤمن بالتبعية ايضا وهذا التعبير ضد فكره لا تعبير بوليكاربوس المستقيم يرفض 

 التبعية ويقول 

" الكتابات القديمة الارثوزكسية " " الاب من خلال الابن يعبر عن تبعية الابن وارتفاع الاب ولكن 

 ونفس الكيان الالهي والطبيعة مع الاب" بوحدانية الاب مع الابن فهو كيان واحد وله نفس المرتبه



ولكن القديس باسيل دافع عن هذا وقال ان هذا التعبير ايضا ارثوزكسي قبل مجمع نيقية الاب 

ويقول المجد للاب بالابن في الروح القدس ويقول التعبيرين يستخدمان بالابن في الروح القدس 

 معا. 

اما القديس اكليمندوس الاسكندري والروح القدس ولكن فلافيوس يفضل تعبير المجد للاب والابن 

فيفضل شكرا للاب وللابن مع الروح القدس . والبعض يفضل المجد للاب مع الابن في الروح 

 القدس 

اما القديس ديونيسيوس الاسكندري فيقول الي الله الاب والي الابن ربنا يسوع المسيح مع الروح 

 امين.القدس المجد والقوه الي ابد الابدين 

 عرضت هذه التعبيرات لانها ايضا تتعلق بالثالوث في الصميم 

ولكن يوسابيوس ينقل لنا مقولة اخري لبوليكاربوس يقول " نتمني لكم الصحه اخوتي وانتم 

 تسيرون حسب انجيل يسوع المسيح الذي معه يقدم المجد لله الاب والروح القدس" 

  

مقتبسة مرتين في تعليم  06: 21الموجودة في مت إضافة إلى ما تقدم، فإن معادلة التثليث 

 م. 033-63" وهو دليل كنسيّ مكتوب حوالي سنة Didacheالرسل الاثني عشر"

 



ويروي بنفسه في كتابه "حوار مع م ( ولد في السامرة  093م الي  003يستينوس الشهيد ) 

 .أفسس في عهد هادريانتريفون" كيف انتقل من الفلسفة إلى المسيحية، وكان ذلك في مدينة 

قال: "في الوقت الذي كنت أستمتع فيه بمبادئ أفلاطون، وفي الوقت الذي كنت أستمع فيه إلى 

المصائب التي يكابدها المسيحيون، قلت لنفسي حيث أني رأيتهم لا يرهبون الموت حتى وسط 

ن في الشهوة والجرائم". الأخطار التي يعتبرها العالم مرعبة، فمن المستحيل أن يكونوا أناسًا يعيشو

ولا شك أن مثل هذا القلب أهَّله لقبول دعوة الله.قصة إيمانه أما قصة إيمانه فهي قصة لقاء مع 

الله. فبينما كان يسعى وراء الوحدة حتى يتمكن من دون أن يرتبط بالأشياء الخارجية. وبينما كان 

شيخ مهيب يبدو على محياه الجاذبية مستغرقًا في تأملاته يسير على شاطئ البحر في بلده قابله 

والعذوبة، بدا كما لو كان فيلسوفًا وجد الراحة في فلسفته. حيّاه وأخذ يباحثه في شئون الفلسفة، 

وبيَّن له أن الفلسفة الأفلاطونية التي كان معجبًا بها ناقصة، لا تأثير لها على حياته الأخلاقية. 

أجد الحق إذا لم أجده بين الفلاسفة؟" أجابه الشيخ: سأله يوستينوس في لهفة وتعجب: "أين إذن 

"قبل الفلاسفة بزمان طويل عاش في الأزمنة الغابرة رجال سعداء أبرار، هم رجال الله نطقوا بروحه 

وسُمّوا أنبياء. هؤلاء نَقَلوا إلى البشر ما سمعوه وما تعلموه من الروح القدس. كانوا يعبدون الله 

ات، وعبدوا ابنه يسوع المسيح. فأطلب أنت حتى تنفتح لك أبواب الخالق أب جميع الموجود

كان سعيه الطويل الجاد بحثاً عن الحق سببًا في  النور".قال له الشيخ هذا الكلام وتوارى عنه،

تقدير هذا الحق.الشهادة للحق الإلهي لقد جرّب النضالات الفكرية المعاصرة، وهكذا إذ عرف 

أعماله الدفاعية أهم أعماله  بصورة فائقة أن يكون ذا رسالة فعالة،المرض والعلاج كان مستعدًا 

 Trypho التي قدمها للمسيحية في ذلك الوقت دفاعيه الأول والثاني وحواره مع تريفو



فصلًا( إلى الإمبراطور أنطونيوس بيوس  23فصلًا( والثاني ) 91اليهودي.لقد رفع دفاعه الأول )

 .م إن لم يكن قبل ذلك040وأبنائه، ويرجح أنه كتبه سنة 

  40ص  9وفي دفاعه الاول جزء 

" الله الحقيقي ابو العدل والرحمه وكل فضيلة ومعه لا اختلاط للشر. ولكن هو والابن الذي اتي 

منه واعطانا التعليمات ومع روح النبوة . نحن نعبد ونعشق ونصلي لهم ونقدم احترام حقيقي 

 ومناسب ولا نقدم لاخر "

 يقول 032ص  39اره مع تريفو جزء وايضا في حو 

" نعود الي الكتاب واسعي لاوضح لك ان الله الذي قال في الكتاب انه رؤي بابراهيم واسحاق 

ويعقوب وموسي هو يختلف عن كينونة الله الذي خلق العالم اعني يختلف في العدد وليس في 

هو فوق الكل ولا يوجد اله اخر  لذيا الطبيعة فاؤكد لك انه لم يفعل شيئ الا اعمال الخالق نفسها

 " فهو يوضح وحدنية الابن مع الاب وتميز ايضا اقنوم الابن

 ويقول القديس يستينوس الشهيد 

الليتورجيا الأفخارستيا التي تقام بوجود المعتمد الجديد مع الإخوة بأنها تبدأ بصلوات حارة من أجل 

الصالحات ويحفظوا الوصايا فيصلوا الى الجميع في كل مكان لكي يحصلوا على النعمة فيعملوا 

الخلاص الأبدي. وبعد هذا يتبادلون قبلة السلام ثم يأخذ المتقدم خبزاً وخمراً ويمجد الآب من خلال 

  اسم الإبن والروح القدس



 

 م (  003اثيناغورس ) 

Athenag Legat pro christianis c 10 p 286-7 

" كل الاشياء صنعت به ومن خلاله الاب والابن كيان واحد ولان الابن في الاب والاب في الابن 

 بالوحدانية في قوة الروح فان ابن الله هو عقل وكلمة الله" 

 من نفس المرجع  22ويقول في ص 

" نتكلم عن الاب انه الله والابن انه الله والروح القدس, لنظهر في نفس الوقت قوتهم في 

 الوحدانية وتميزهم في الترتيب"  

  216ص  02ويقول في جزء 

" ونحن الذين ننظر للحاضر علي انه يسوى القليل او لا شيئ ونعتبر خلاله معرفة الله والكلمة 

الاتي منه ولنعرف وحدانية الابن مع الاب . ما هو تواصل الاب بالابن. ما هو الروح . وما هو 

 بن والاب وباي طريقة هم متحدون ومتميزون " وحدانية الاقانيم الروح والا

  032ص  24ويقول في جزء 

" نحن نتكلم عن الله والابن كلمته والروح القدس المتحدون في الذات الاب والابن والروح لان 

 الابن هو عقل ومنطق وحكمة الاب والروح هو انبثاق كالنور من النار" 

 



 م (   013القديس ثاؤفيلوس ) 

Theophili ad Autolycum lib II c15 p 360  

 هو يستخدم تعبير ترياس بوضوح اي الثالوث 

 

 فهو تعبير من القرن الثاني وما قبله غالبا . ويقول 

 " ثالوث الله وكلمته وحكمته " عن الابن والابن والروح القدس

الفليسوف  واستخدمه اليوس جيليوس بتعبير تريون ويعتقد انه قبل ثاؤفيلوس بل واستخدمه فيلو

 اليهودي ايضا في وصفه للخلق 

وظهر تعبير ثالوث بعد هذا كثيرا في كتابات الاباء مثل اكليمندوس الاسكندري واوريجانوس 

 وترتليان وروفينوس بل وهولمس ايضا 

" اساسات العالم انكشفت حتي انه قد  يري  09: 00فاوريجانوس في تعليقه علي مزمور 

للرب الارض وملؤها يقول "  0: 20" وايضا في تعليقه علي مزمور  الثالوث المبارك الذي خلق

 الكنيسة مملوئه بالثالوث المبارك " وغيرها الكثير في كتاباته

  092ص  01وايضا يقول ثاؤفيلوس في جزء 

" ونجد ايضا الله يتكلم انعمل الانسان علي صورتنا كشبهنا فهو لم يقل لنعمل لشيئ اخر الا لشبه 

 صي وحكمته الشخصي " كلمته الشخ

 



 م ( وهو تلميذ القديس بوليكاربوس  233الي  003القديس ايرينيؤس اسقف ليون ) 

 في 

Irenai lib IV c4 2 p 231 

 " انه بالابن الذي هو في الاب والاب فيه , هو الله الحقيقي الذي ظهر لنا " 

ير موجود ويقول " هو ويقتبس القديس ايرينيؤس عن معلميه ولكن الجزء الذي فيه الاسم غ

ايضا تكلم جيدا عندما قال الاب نفسه الذي لا يقاس قيس في الابن: لان الابن قياس الاب لانه 

 يحتويه " 

Irenaei IV c14 1 p248 

 " ليس فقط قبل ابراهيم بل قبل كل الخليقة الكلمة مجد الاب متحدا به " 

Irenaei IV c 20 3 p253 

ا مع الاب وبرهنت بتطويل ولكن ايضا الحكمة وهو الروح كان معه " الكلمة هو الابن كان دائم

 20-22: 1و  23و  06: 0قبل كل الخليقة كما قال في كلمات سليمان " امثال 

Irenaei 1 IV c20 6 p 254  

" هذه صنعت بالذي ظهر فيه الله , فالله الاب كشف في كل هذا والروح ادار والابن كهن , والاب 

 اقر وبكل هذا اكتمل خلاص الانسان" 

واكمل " الانسان الذي خلق علي صورة ومثال الله الغير مخلوق, والاب مقرر  وقائل  والابن 

  ذ والخالق والروح القدس المورد للغذاء وينمي "والمنف



Irenaei IV c 20  12 p 257  

ويضرب مثل برحاب ويقول هي خبأت كيان اخر ثلاث جواسيس وليس اثنين الاب والابن والروح 

 القدس 

Irenaei v c 18 2 p 315  

" الله الواحد وهو الاب وفوق الجميع ومن خلال الكل وفي الكل وهو راس المسيح والكلمة من 

خلال الكل وهو راس الكنيسة والروح في كلنا وهو الماء الحي الذي اعطاه الرب للذين يؤمنون 

 به بحق ويحبوه ويعرفون ان الثلاثة واحد " 

 ويكمل 

واظهر الاب للكل " الي كثيرين ارادة الاب ومتي اراد الابن كان حاضرا مع خلائقة من البداية " 

وكما اراد ولهذا في الكل ومن خلال الكل هناك اله واحد وهو الاب والكلمة الواحد الابن والروح 

 الواحد وايضا خلاص واحد للكل لمن يؤمن به " 

 وايضا 

 " الاب فوق الكل والابن من خلال الكل والروح القدس في الكل "  

من اساتذه الابائبات قالوا ان هذا التعبير هو الذي اخذه القديس اثاناسيوس وذكره اكثر  والبعض

من مره في شرح الثالوث عندما قال " الله واحد وهو الاب الذي يحتوي علي وجوده في ذاته 

وهو فوق الكل واعلن في الابن الذي هو كائن وفي خلال الكل والروح القدس وهو يعمل في الكل 

ه الذي الذي فيه " وايضا " يبشر باله واحد في كل الكنائس وهو فوق الكل ومن خلال الكل بالكلم

 وفي الكل , فوق الكل مثل الاب والاساس والواجد وخلال الكل الكلمة وفي الكل الروح القدس" 

 فيكتب في مؤلفه "ضد الهرطقات" في أواخر القرن الثاني فيقول، "المسيح يسوع ربنا والله وايضا 

 (. 093والمخلص والملك، حسب مسرة الآب غير المنظور" )نفس المرجع ص 



 : فيقول اقانيم للثلاث الالهى الجوهر وحدانية على ايضا ايريناؤس يؤكد و

ن وهكذا،. إله هو الله من ولد الذي لأن إله، والابن إله الآب ربّ، والابن ربّ، الآب"  هناك، كان وا 

 هذا وطبيعة بالذات كيانه جوهر في واحد، إله إلاّ  ليس أن نبيّن وآب، ابن فدائنا، تدبير حسب

 "الكيان

 

 م (  060الي  030والقديس اكليمندوس الاسكندري ) من سنة 

Clementis Paedagog 1 I c 6 p 123  

ينقل منه الاسقف بول قائلا " اعتراف كامل وتام لاعلي قدوس الثالوث " سر عجيب , الاب 

العالمي خو واحد والابن العالمي هو واحد والروح القدس هو واحد وهو نفس الروح الذي في كل 

 مكان" 

Clementis Paedagog 1 I c7 p 129  

ن بالمسيح تحول مجازيا لطفل ولهذا ابو كلنا ندعي اطفال بالكتاب وليس ذلك فقط ولكن كل من ام

 العالم هو الكامل لان الابن فيه والاب في الابن " 

ويقول " الله للعالم هو واحد وفقط واحد جيد وعادل وخالق والابن في الاب الذي له المجد الي 

 الابد الابدين امين " 

Clementis Paedagog 1 I c8 p 135  

 قال في البدأ كان الكلمة والكلمة كان عند الله وكان الكلمة الله " " الله والكلمة اله واحد لانه



Clementis Paedagog III c p 311 

ومعا مع " نقدم تسبيح وشكر للواحد , للاب والابن , والابن والاب , للابن الذي هو خالق ومعلم 

 يه الابدية " الروح القدس في كل شيئ واحد وفيه كل الاشياء ومن خلاله كل الاشياء واحد وف

 Clem Alex Strom lib VII c 13 p 881  

 المسيح كامل مثل الاب الذي هو في السموات وهوقال تعالوا الي اولادي " " 

Clem Alex Quis Dives Salvetur 33 p 954 

 " الذي مات لاجلنا وقام معنا " الاب الغير مرئي يقيم وابنه 

 

 م ( 223 – 093ترتليان ) 

من ذلك يحاجج ترتليانوس بأن الآب والابن والروح القدس هم إله واحد في مؤلفه وفي زمن قريب 

 ,Justo L .Gonzales ,A History of Christian Thought ,vol. 1"ضد برخياس )

Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1970, pp. 182-183 .) 

 ويقول ايضا في 

Tertullianus Apol v 21 p 19  



" تعلمنا ان انه اتي من الله ومولود ولهذا يدعي ابن الله وهو الله لانه واحد في الجوهر : لان الله  

روح وعندما يخرج الشعاع من الشمس لاتزال الشمس في الشعاع لان الشعاع هو شعاع الشمس 

شمعه  فهو بدون انفصال ولكن امتداد وكذلك الروح انبثق من الروح والله من الله كما يكون نور

 من نور شمعة ... وكلهم واحد " 

Tertulliani de Oratione c 25 

نقراء ان دانيال كما في العادة اليهودية صلي ثلاث مرات في اليوم علي الاقل الي الاب والابن 

 والروح القدس " ويتكلم عدة مرات عن صلاة الساعه الثالثة والسادسه والتاسعة 

Tertulliani de Baptismo c 6 p 226 

وعن المعمودية يقول " بالغسل الذي نلناه بالايمان ختم بالاب والابن والروح القدس لانه في 

وتقول الكنيسة حيث هناك الثلاثة الاب والابن والروح ثلاثة شهود كل كلمة تثبت " ويكمل " 

 القدس في الكنيسة التي هي جسد الثالوث "  

Tertulliani adv Praxeam c 2 p 501 

يعتقد اننا لا نؤمن باله واحد ولكن نقول انه نفس الشخص هو الاب والابن والروح القدس 

بوحدانية الجوهر وسر الالوهية محفوظ وهو وحدانية وثالوث يبرز ثلاثة الاب والابن والروح 

 القدس ولكن ليسوا ثلاثه في الظروف او الترتيب او الجواهر ولكن وحدانية "

 

Tertulliani adv Praxeam c 4 p 502 



" الابن ليس من اخر الا من جوهر الاب وعندما افترض انه لا يصنع شيئ الا بارادة الاب وله كل 

القوة من الاب , ..... وايضا اطبق تعبيري علي الاقنوم الثالث لان الروح لم ينبثق من مصدر اخر 

 الا من الاب بالابن " 

Tertulliani adv Praxeam c 8 p 504 

( ودائما عند الله لانه مكتوب  23: 04كلمة دائما في الاب كما قال انا في الاب ) يوحنا " ال

( ولم ينفصل ابدا عن الاب او يختلف عن الاب  لانه انا والاب  0: 0والكلمة كان عند الله ) يو 

ا ( ولهذا تعبير حقيقي لكلمة بوبولا اي ) قدوم ( وهو حفظ الوحدانية عندم 03: 03واحد ) يو 

نقول الابن قدم من الاب ولكن بدون انفصال عنه لان الله ارسل كلمته كما يرسل الجذر النبته 

والنبع يرسل النهر والشمس ترسل الشعاع. والنبته غير مستقله عن الجذر ولا النهر مستقل عن 

 النبع ولا الشعاع مستقل عن الشمس كذلك الكلمة عن الله. ومن التشبيهات اصرح بان هناك الله

وكلمته الاب وابنه لان الجذر والنبته اثنين ولكن في وحدانية والنبع والتيار اثنين ولكن لا 

ينقسموا والشمس وشعاعها شكلين ولكن متحدين معا . .......  ولان هناك ثالث فهناك ثلاثه لان 

تيار هو ثالث وابنه مثل الثمر الذي النبته هو ثالث من الجذر والنهر من الالروح هو ثالث من الله 

من النبع والضوء من الشعاع هو ثالث من الشمس دائما تذكر ان هذا ما اقصده عندما اعلن الاب 

 والابن والروح القدس بدون انفصال عن بعضهم.

 Tertulliani adv Praxeam c 11 p 506 

بالاقنوم في رده علي سابيليوس الذي قال ان الاب تغير للابن وبعد الصعود تغير للروح وينادي 

 الواحد

" سوف تجعله كاذب ومضل ومعبر خطأ للايمان لو كان هو ابن لنفسه فهو يصف اقنوم الابن 

 شخص اخر ولكن كل جمل الكتاب صحيحة التي تثبت وضوح وجود وتمييز الثالوث "



" هناك مناسبات قليلة تظهر بوضوح تمييز الثالوث فهناك وفي شرحه لكلمة برسونا ) اقنوم ( 

 الذي يتكلم والاب الذي يتكلم له والابن الذي تكلم عنه "الروح 

  29: 0وايضا في شرحه لتكوين 

" لو لازلت متضايق من تعبير ثالوث مرتبط بوحدانية بسيطة اسالك كيف يكون كائن واحد بدون 

تمييز يتكلم بالجمع لنعمل الانسان فكان يجب ان يقول لاعمل الانسانليكون وحدانية مفرد وايضا 

( فيكون يخدعنا او يسلي نفسه بالحديث  22: 0دها يقول هوذا ادم صار كواحدا منا ) تك بع

بالجمع رغم انه واحد في وحدانية مفردة او كان يتكلم مع ملائكة كما حاول بعض اليهود تفسيرها 

لانهم يرفضون ان يقروا بالابن ؟ ولكن هو نفسه الواحد هو الاب والابن والروح القدس , هل هو 

عل نفسه جمع وتكلم بالجمع لنفسه ؟ الحقيقة هو استخدم تعبير جمع لنعمل وصورتنا ومنا لان ج

لانه مع من صنع الابن الاقنوم الثاني هو كلمته متحد معه والروح الاقنوم الثالث في الكلمه. 

الانسان ولمن جعل الانسان صورته ؟ انه لابنه الذي كان معد ان يوضع في الطبيعه البشرية 

ع الروح الذي يقدس الانسان ويكون هو مبشر وشاهد في وحدانية الثالوث. ومره اخري تابع وم

( فهو نفس  20: 0الكلمات التي تميز بين الاقانيم, الله خلق الانسان علي صورة الله خلقه ) تك 

يقول الكيان هو الله الواحد ولكن كتعبير القديس يوحنا وكان الكلمة الله فانت عندك كيانين واحد 

لنعمل والثاني يعمل ولكن فسرت لك لتفهم تعبير اخر هو يشير الي الاقنوم وليس الجوهر هو 

 يشير الي التمييز وليس الانفصال وايضا في كل مكان هو جوهر واحد في ثالوث "

 Tertulliani adv Praxeam c 13 p 507 



" بالحقيقة نميز بين اثنين الاب والابن وثالوث مع الروح القدس ولكن لا نقول بافواهنا ابدا الهين  

او ربين رغم ان الاب هو الله والابن هو الله والروح القدس هو الله وكلهم الله " ويكمل " ولهذا 

فاقول الاب هو الله مستحيل ان نستخدم تعبير اله او ارباب ولكن اتبع الرسل ان الاب والابن واحد 

كما قال الرسول ومنهم المسيح واقول يسوع المسيح هو الرب واقول عن المسيح لوحده هو الله 

وهو الله الذي فوق الكل مباركا الي الابد ) ومنهم المسيح حسب الجسد الكائن علي الكل الها 

كن لو اقول اسمي ( لاني اقدر ان اقول شعاع الشمس هو الشمس ول 3: 6مباركا الي الابد رو 

الشمس التي اتي منها الشعاع هي ايضا الشمس ولكن لا اقول هناك شمسين وامين ان الشمس 

 وشعاعها ولكن كيان واحد بدون انفصال وكذلك الله وكلمته بالاب والابن" 

Tertulliani adv Praxeam c 19 p 511 

" لو احد غير مستعد ان يقول ان الابن يجب ان يعتبر الاقنوم الثاني للاب فهو يجعل الهين ..... 

واعطيت السبب انه لا يوجد الهين ولا ربين ولكن الاب والابن اثنين وليس عن انفصال للجوهر 

ة ولكن ذات الوهي وعندما نقول الابن غير منقسم ولا منفصل عن الاب وغير مختلف في الطبيع

ولكن هو ايضا يدعي الله عندما يلقب بنفسه وهذا لا يجعل هناك الهين ولكن واحد في كل 

 الظروف هو كيانه يدعي الله " 

Tertulliani adv Praxeam c 22 p 513 

" عندما سؤال اين هو ابوك ؟ اجاب لستم تعرفونني انا ولا ابي لو عرفتموني لعرفتم ابي ايضا, 

 الابن ولكن الواحد لايعرف بدون الاخر "ليس لانه هو نفسه الاب و



  42: 1ويقول في نفس الجزء ايضا من يوحنا 

ورغم هذا هم غير منفصلين رغم انه خرج ليس كما ياخذ لاني خرجت من قبل الله و اتيت " 

البعض ميزه من التعبير ولكنه خرج من الاب كما يخرج الشعاع من الشمس والتيار من النبع 

 والنبته من الجذر " 

Tertulliani adv Praxeam c 25 p 515 

ان واحد وليس اقنوم " وحدانية الاب والابن والابن راحة والثلاثة واحد للاخر : لان الثلاثه كي

 ( ومع اعتبار وحداينة الجوهر ليس تقسيم عددي "  03: 03واحد لانه قال انا والاب واحد ) يو 

Tertulliani adv Praxeam c 30 p 518 

" هو ارسل الروح القدس العطية التي استلم من الاب والثالث الذي يحمل الاسم الالهي والثالث في 

الحق وهو حسب الايمان المسيحي في الاب والابن والروح القدس.  ترتيب العلي الذي يقود لكل

ولكن في المفهوم اليهودي يؤمنوا باله واحد كمثالك ترفض الابن انه واحد معه هو الابن والروح . 

..... ان لم يكن الاب والابن والروح القدس الذي فيه نؤمن بان الثلاثة هو اله واحد ؟ كانت 

مان جديد لكي يكون الاعتقاد يوضح وحدانيته هو والابن والروح القدس مشيئة الله ان يعطي اي

 فيكون الله يعرف اكثر باسمه وصفاته الذي هو كان يبشر سابقا بالابن والروح بدون فهم " 

 

 م ( وهو كان كاهن بروما  209 – 003القديس هيبوليتوس ) 



Hippolyti contra Noetum c 7 vol II P 11 

دعه يحضر ويسمع , هو لم يقل انا والاب اكون واحد ولكن انا (  03: 03" انا والاب واحد ) يو 

 والاب نحن نكون واحد , لان الابن لا يشير الي واحد فهما اقنومين ولكن جوهر واحد" 

Hippolyti contra Noetum c 8 vol II P 12 

الله وهو الله واصبح انسان والاب اعطاه كل " هو اعلن ان الله الاب القدير ويسوع المسيح ابن 

شيئ الا ذاته والروح القدس وهؤلاء ثلاثة ولكن هو الله اثبت انه واحد . دعه يفهم ان الجوهر 

 واحد وكل ما يختص بالذات هو اله واحد ولكن من ناحية التمييز هو ظهوره "

Hippolyti contra Noetum c 12 P 14 

 " بتجسد الكلمة ومن خلاله فهمنا الاب وامنا بالابن وعبدنا الروح القدس " 

Hippolyti contra Noetum c 14 vol II P 15 

لو كان الكلمة عند الله وهو نفسه الله لماذا يقول اي احد ان العدد يتكلم عن الهين " لانتكلم ابدا " 

ثالث وهو نعمة الروح القدس لان الاب واحد عن الهين ولكن اله واحد ولكن اتكلم عن اقنومين وال

ولكن هناك اقنومين لان هناك ايضا الابن والثالث الروح القدس . الاب يقول والابن ينفذ والابن 

تجسد واظهر الاب المحبوب. وموزع النعمة هو اله واحد لان الله واحد لان الاب هو يقول والابن 

الكل, الابن من خلال الكل والروح القدس في الكل,  . الاب فوق يطيع والروح القدس يعطي حكمة 



نستطيع ان نفهم مبدأ الله الواحد الا لو بالحقيقة امنا بالاب والابن والروح القدس, لان اليهود 

 (  01 – 04: 00يمجدون الاب ولكن لا يقدمون شكرا لانهم لم يعترفوا بالابن ) لو 

 

 م (  231 -233)  العلامة كبريان

Cypriani Epist LXXIII p131  

( هو  01: 21" اذهبوا وتلمذوا جميع الامم وعمدوهم باسم الاب والابن والروح القدس ) مت 

يقول طبق الثالوث الذي به جميع الامم تعتمد " ويكرر نف الاقتباس في الرسالة ويقول " كيف 

يقة وباي وسيلة البعض الامم يعتمدون خارج الكنيسة ومخالف للكنيسة علي اسم المسيح باي طر

 , كيف يحصلون علي مغفرة للخطايا رغم ان المسيح بنفسه امر الامم ان يعتمدوا بكل الثالوث "

 000وفي صفحة 

 في كلامه عن الغنوسيين 

" لو حصلوا علي مغفرة الخطايا وجعل هيكل لله وتقدس اسال اي اله ؟ لو قلت الخالق اقول لا 

لانه ينكر ان المسيح هو الله وهو يستطيع لانه لا يؤمن به لو تقول المسيح اقول اليضا لا يستطيع 

قدس ايضا جعل هيكل لله ولو قلت الروح القدس لان الثلاثة واحد اسال كيف يحل فيه الروح ال

 وهو ينكر الاب والابن " 

( وايضا مكتوب الاب والابن والؤوح القدس  03: 03ويقول " قال الرب انا والاب واحد ) يوحنا 

 وهؤلاء الثلاثة هم واحد " 

 



 م (  213 – 203الروماني ) نوفاتيان 

Novatiani de trinitate c 12 p 714 

" اذا كان النبي تكلم عن انه سيكون علامات وقت مجيئ الله  9-0: 03ويعلق علي اشعياء 

فدعهم يعترفون بالمسيح بانه ابن الله الذي بمجيؤه وبه هذه العلامات الاعجازية صنعتام انهم 

اخذوا بحقيقة الوهية المسيح , دعهم يسقطون في هرطقة اخري برفض اعترافهم بالمسيح انه 

, فهم لا يستطيعون ان يهربوا من كلمات الانبياء ولا يستطيعوا ان يرفضوا ان وهو الله  ابن الله

  يدعوا المسيح الله

 

دينوسيوس الضرير ) القرن الثالث ( " الوهية الكلمة لابد ان تكون من الوحدانية مع اله الكون 

 والروح القدس ايضا يقيم في الله" 

 القديس افريكانوس من القرن الثالث يقول 

 نعطي شكرا للاب الذي ارسل مخلصنا يسوع المسيح الذي له المجد مع الروح القدس الي الابد.

وينقل القديس باسيل تمجيد قديم من القرون الاولي من الكنيسة اليونانية يقول " نسبح الاب 

 والابن وروح الله القدوس 

القرون الأولى إيمانهم بعقيدة الثالوث بمن فيهم أوريجانوس ويؤكد مسيحيون آخرون من 

، 229م( ونوفاتيانوس الروماني )منتصف القرن الثالث( )نفس المرجع، ص  013-234)

242.) 



 ويقول البابا اثاناسيوس 

كما ينتج عن -يجب علينا ألا نتصور وجود ثلاثة جواهر منفصلة عن بعضها البعض فى الله 

لئلا نصير كالوثنيين الذين يملكون عديداً من الآلهة. ولكن كما  -بالنسبة للبشرالطبيعة البشرية 

أن النهر الخارج من الينبوع لا ينفصل عنه، وبالرغم من ذلك فإن هناك بالفعل شيئين مرئيين 

واسمين. لأن الآب ليس هو الابن، كما أن الابن ليس هو الآب، فالآب هو أب الابن، والابن هو 

وكما أن الينبوع ليس هو النهر، والنهر ليس هو الينبوع، ولكن لكليهما نفس الماء ابن الآب. 

الواحد الذى يسرى فى مجرى من الينبوع إلى النهر، وهكذا فإن لاهوت الآب ينتقل فى الابن بلا 

تدفق أو انقسام. لأن السيد المسيح يقول "خرجت من الآب" وأتيتُ من عند الآب. ولكنه دائماً أبداً 

 ع الآب، وهو فى حضن الآب. وحضن الآب لا يَخْلُ أبداً من الابن بحسب ألوهيته.م

 

v      نفس المعزي يرسله أيضًا الآب كما سبق فعلمنا قائلًا: "وأما المعزي الروح القدس الذي

(. انظروا وحدتهما، فإن من يرسله الآب يرسله الابن ٦٢: ٤١سيرسله الآب باسمي" )

 [1577]أيضًا

 أمبروسيوسالقديس 

v      حتى لا يقول التلاميذ للسيد المسيح: فماذا نعمل إن كانوا لم يحفظوا قولك، فلهذا السبب لا

يحفظون قولنا، إن كانوا قد طردوك فإنهم سيطردوننا، إن كانوا قد أبصروا آيات لم يبصرها أحد 



يستفيدوا، إن كانوا كرهوا  كائنة من غيرك، إن كانوا قد سمعوا أقوالًا لم يُسمع مثلها من غيرك ولم

أباك وكرهوك معًا، فلِم ألقيتنا في معاندتهم؟ كيف نتأهل فيما بعد عندهم للتصديق؟ من يصغي 

إلينا من الذين قبيلتهم قبيلتنا؟ ولكي لا يفتكروا هذه الأفكار فيضطربوا، عزاهم فقال:"ومتى جاء 

عند الآب ينبثق،فهو يشهد لي". قول  المعزي،الذي سأرسله أنا إليكم من الآب،روح الحق الذي من

 السيد المسيح لتلاميذه: "روح الحق"، وما يدعوه الروح القدس لكي يكون مؤهلًا لتصديقه.

 القديس يوحنا الذهبي الفم

v      نؤكد أن الروح القدس نفسه أيضًا الذي يعمل في الأنبياء، فيض اللَّه يفيض منه ويرجع

 .[1578]كشعاع الشمس

 يناغورسالعلامة أث

v      الروح القدس هو في الواقع روح، يصدر بالفعل عن الآب، ولكن ليس بذات الطريقة التي

 .[1579]لإصدار الابن، إذ يتم لا بالولادة بل بالانبثاق

 القديس غريغوريوس النزينزي

v     ة هكذا لا يمكن لخاصية أقنوم الآب أن تنتقل إلى الابن أو إلى الروح القدس. إنها خاصي

الآب أن يكون موجودًا دون علة، وهذا لا ينطبق على الابن والروح، فإن الابن خرج من عند الآب 

 [1580](29:03(، ويقرر الكتاب أن "الروح ينبثق من اللَّه، من الآب" )يو 21:09)يو

 القديس غريغوريوس أسقف نيصص



نه [1581]ويأخذ من الابناستخدم القديس أبيفانيوس عبارة إن الروح القدس ينبثق من الآب  ، وا 

. ويقرر القديس غريغوريوس أسقف نيصص أن الروح ينبثق [1582]من ذات جوهر الآب والابن

 .[1583]من الآب ويأخذ من الابن

يؤكد القديس كيرلس تعليمه بخصوص الانبثاق، قائلًا: ]ينبثق الروح القدس من اللَّه الآب، كما 

 .[[1584]قةمن ينبوع، أما الابن فيرسله للخلي

v      يليق بنا أن نتحقق كم من أشياءٍ كثيرة يجب أن تُقال عن )هذا( "الحب". وأيضًا، كم من

أشياء عظيمة نحتاج لمعرفتها عناللَّه، حيث أنه بذاته هو "الحب". فكما أنه "ليس أحد يعرف الابن 

(، كذلك لا يعرف 20:00)مت إلا الآب، ولا أحد يعرف الآب إلا الابن، ومن أراد الابن أن يعلن له" 

أحد الحب سوى الابن، وبنفس الطريقة لا يعرف أحد الابن، الذي هو الحب ذاته، إلا الآب. 

بالإضافة إلى ذلك، إذ يُدعى الحب، فالروح القدس المنبثق من الآب، هو وحده الذي يعرف ما 

. هنا إذن الباراقليط الذي (00:2كو  0باللَّه، كما "يعرف أمور الإنسان روح الإنسان الذي فيه" )

(، يجول باحثاً عن أنفسٍ مستحقةٍ وقادرةٍ على 29:03هو "روح الحق، الذي من الآب ينبثق" )يو 

 .[1587]تَقَبُل عِظَمِ محبته، أي محبةاللَّه، التي يرغب في إعلانها لهم

 العلامة أوريجينوس

v     دس، أي الاعتراف بالخالق والابن جعل المسيح رسله يعمدون باسم الآب والابن والروح الق

الوحيد الجنس والعطية. لأن اللَّه الآب هو واحد، منه كل شيء؛ وربنا يسوع المسيح الابن الوحيد 

( هو واحد؛ والروح عطية اللَّه لنا، الذي يتخلل كل شيء هو 9: 1كو  0الذي به كان كل شيء )



التي لهم والمنافع التي يمنحونها، القوة  (. هكذا الكل قد تعظّم حسب القوى4: 4أيضًا واحد )أف 

الواحدة التي منها الكل، الابن الواحد الذي به كل شيء، العطية الواحدة التي تهبنا رجاء كاملًا. لا 

يمكن أن يوجد نقص في هذا الاتحاد السامي الذي يحتضن الآب والابن والروح القدس، غير 

 .[1588]وتمتعنا به في العطيةة، مثاله في صورة تعبر عنه، سرمديمحدود في 

v      لأن أذهاننا الساقطة عاجزة عن إدراك الآب أو الابن، فإن إيماننا الذي وجد صعوبة في

 .[1589]تصديق تجسد اللَّه يستنير بعطية الروح القدس، رباط الوحدة ومصدر النور

 القديس هيلاري أسقف بواتييه

v     يه بالنسبة للمتأهلين وحدهم... والذين لهم شركة الروح إنه يملأ الكل بقوته، لكنه يُشترك ف

يتمتعون به قدر ما تسمح طبيعتهم، وليس قدر ما يستطيع هو أن يهب نفسه في 

 .[1590]الشركة

v      الباراكليت مثل الشمس للعين النقية يُظهر لك في نفسه الصورة )الابن( التي )للآب( غير

سترى الجمال غير المنطوق به الذي للأصل. إنه هو الذي  المنظور. وبالتأمل الطوباوي للصورة

يشرق في أولئك الذين يتطهرون من الدنس، ويجعلهم روحيين خلال الشركة معه. وكما أن 

الأجسام البهية الشفّافة متى سقطت عليها أشعة الشمس، تصير بهية تعكس منها بهاءً على 

بالروح تصير هي نفسها روحية وتبعث نعمة الآخرين، هكذا النفوس الحاملة للروح إذ تستنير 

 .[1591]على الآخرين



 القديس باسيليوس الكبير

v      ،المسيح وُلد، والروح هو السابق له. المسيح اعتمد والروح حمل شهادة له. المسيح جُرّب

وهو الذي عاد به )إلى الجبل(. المسيح صنع عجائب، والروح رافقه. المسيح صعد، والروح 

 .[1592]خلفه

v     [1593]أعمال المسيح الجسمانية انتهت، وأعمال الروح تبدأ. 

v      إن كان الروح لا يُعبد، فكيف يمكنه أن يؤلهني في المعمودية؟... من الروح ننال ما

يجددنا. هكذا أنتم ترون الروح يعمل بكونه اللَّه واهب المِنح لنا. هكذا أنتم ترون ما نُحرم منه إن 

 .[1594]الروح هو اللَّه. بالروح أعرف اللَّه. هو نفسه اللَّه، وفي الحياة الأخرى يؤلهنيأنكرنا أن 

 القديس غريغوريوس النزينزي

v      إصلاحنا هو من عمل الثالوث القدوس كله والمساوي لبعضهم، وخلال الطبيعة الإلهية كلها

حقيقة هو من عمل اللاهوت الواحد. الإرادة والقوة تجتازا في كل شيء يُعمل به. لهذا فإن خلاصنا 

ن كان ما قد تحقق من أجلنا أو تم في الخليقة، الأمر الذي يبدو أنه يُنسب لكل أقنوم، فإننا  وا 

 .[1595]نؤمن أن كل الأشياء هي من اللَّه بالابن في الروح القدس

 القديس كيرلس الكبير

 عمل الروح القدس اللائق به هو تحقيق وحدتنا مع المسيح.



v      إنه الروح الذي يوحدنا، نقول أنه يجعلنا نتجانس مع اللَّه؛ استقباله يجعلنا شركاء الطبيعة

 .[1596]الإلهية، ونحن نتسلم هذا من الابن، وبالابن من الآب

v      [1597])الابن نفسه( يشَّكلنا حسب مجده، ويوسمنا بخاتم شكله. 

v     [1598]ولده إنه يمنحنا الرائحة الكاملة لذاك الذي. 

v     [1599]واهب الروح الإلهي المعطي الحياة ومعطيه هو الابن المولود من اللَّه. 

v      الملء المُعطى لنا بالآب والابن يتحقق... بالروح القدس الذي يملأنا بالمواهب الإلهية به

 .[1600]ويجعلنا شركاء في الطبيعة التي لا يُنطق بها

v      (، نقول أننا 9: 4الابن فينا بطريقةٍ لا توصف وذلك بروحه )غلا هكذا حيث يعيش

 .[1601]مدعوّون لروح البنوة

v      شكراً للاتحاد مع الابن الذي يتحقق بوساطة الروح في الذين يقبلونه حتى أننا نتشكل

 .[1602]للبنوة

v     لا خطأ، فالشبه إن كانت الصورة الحقيقية التي تعبر بكمال عن التشبه بالابن نفسه، ب

الطبيعي للابن هو الروح الذي نتوافق معه بدورنا خلال التقديس، والذي يشكلنا إلى شكل )الآب( 

 .[1603]نفسه



v      (، وشكل الروح حسنًا جدًا، كمنْ 6: 4نحن نتشكل حسب المسيح، ومنه نتقبل الصورة )غلا

 .[1604]مِنْ أحد شبيه له بالطبيعة

v     [1605]ه يمكن للروح بالتأكيد أن يُصلحنا إلى الصورة الفائقةبسبب قوته وطبيعت. 

 القديس كيرلس الكبير

كما في كتابات القديس كيرلس الكبير الروح  القديس باسيليوس الكبيرجاء في كتابات           

القدس هو العامل ليقيم منا صورة للآب، ومرة أخرى أنه البيئة الحية التي خلالها يخلق فينا الشبه 

 للآب والابن.

v      واهب الروح الإلهي المحيي هو الابن المولود من اللَّه، الذي يشارك الحياة، ويتقبل الطبيعة

ن الآب؛ والذي فيه الابن والروح المحيي، يقوم الأخير بخلق الحياة للذين الإلهية الكاملة م

 .[1606]ينالونه

v      في الطبيعة الإلهية الواحدة الثلاثة أقانيم المتمايزون يتحدون في جمالٍ سامٍ واحد؛ ونحن

 .[1607]أيضًا نتشكل بقبولنا ختم بنوي بالابن في الروح

v     سب جمال الابن الإلهي الفائق، نشترك في الطبيعة شكراً للروح، إذ نتشكل ح

 .[1608]الإلهية

v     يمنحنا الابن كمال رائحة الذي ولده )الآب(. به وفيه نتقبل رائحة معرفة اللَّه، ونغتني

 .[1609]بها



 القديس كيرلس الكبير

 .[1610]يقول القديس كيرلس الكبير أن الروح القدس يعطي "طاقته إذ هي طاقة اللَّه"

v     [1611]كرز الابن عن نفسه وعن الآب مثله. صار الكلمة نفسه منظوراً وملموسًا. 

v      ...بخصوص عظمته لا يمكن معرفة اللَّه... أما بخصوص حبه فهو معروف دومًا بكلمته

 .[1612]وبالروح الذي يحتضن الإنسان ويهبه سلطة إلى مجد الآب

 القديس إيريناؤس

v      ،[1613]والروح حقًا يعمل، والابن يخدمالآب يُعلن. 

 القديس إيريناؤس

يد لذكرت اقوال القديس هيلاري اسقف بواتيه في كتابه عن الثالوث باجزاؤه الاثني ولو ارد المز 

 عشر 

 وايضا كتابات القديس اغسطينوس عن الثالوث ) خمسة عشر جزء (

 وبالطبع الشرح التفصيلي للقديس يوحنا الدمشقي 

 وساضع في نهاية الملف مقال عن اقوال الاباء من كتاب اقوال الاباء 

Ant Nicene Fathers 



 

 والمجد لله دائما
 

ORIGEN (c. 185 - 254 A.D.) 

=================================== 

HK> For example, these quotes from Bishops and theologians of the early 

church are in reference to the declaration which Jesus made in John 14:28: 

"The Father is greater than I" 

There is no question that John 14:28 is a "problem text" for Trinitarians. 

That one must be answered. I'll get into this later -- for now let's look at the 

Fathers. 

I might concede Origen did not EXPLICITLY teach the Trinity as I have 

defined above -- however, he was certainly much closer to the orthodox 

Trinitarian position than to your anti-Trinitarian position. I'll explain below 

with many quotes from Origen. 

Origen, although a fine scholar and theologian as you noted, held to many 

beliefs that almost all Christians today (whether Catholic, Orthodox, or 

Protestant) would consider unorthodox or heretical. 



Since the time of St. Jerome, Origen has never been considered orthodox. 

Not only did he make ambiguous statements such as your quote regarding 

the relation of the Father to the Son (see below), but he also taught the pre-

existence of souls, that Hell was temporary, that everyone (including 

demons) would be saved (also known as "universalism"), and he used a very 

allegorical method in interpreting Scripture. 

The source I will be using is the three-volume set I mentioned -- THE 

FAITH OF THE EARLY FATHERS by William A. Jurgens (Liturgical 

Press, 1970, 1979) which contains the original quotes of all the major 

Church Fathers from the beginning to the end of the entire patristic period 

(from St. Clement of Rome 80 A.D. to St. John Damascene 750 A.D.) 

Here's what Jurgens says concerning Origen and his teachings -- 

"The disputes known as the Origenist controversies, in respect to the 

orthodoxy of his doctrine, arose never during his life, but three times after 

his death: c. A.D. 300, c. A.D. 400, and c. A.D. 550. He was a great scholar 

and a great theologian, and strove always to be Catholic in his faith. Yet, he 

came finally to be regarded as a heretic, which accounts largely for the fact 

that so many of his writings have perished entirely....It is generally stated 

that Origen's heresies are nowhere clearer than in his work on 'The 

Fundamental Doctrines' [De principiis]. Nevertheless, it should be noted that 

he is generally very careful to distinguish between Catholic doctrine and his 

own speculations, which latter he presents as no more than possibilities 

which would have to stand the test of acceptance or rejection in the teaching 

Church. The work undoubtedly suffers from an overly active Platonic 

influence, and from allegorical interpretation of Scripture; yet, it stands 



firmly and immovably and without pretence as neither more nor less than a 

theological monument of absolutely epic proportions." (Jurgens, volume 1, 

p. 189-190) 

Now let's look at the quote you gave from Origen. 

HK> "ORIGEN (C. 253) is free from all ambiguity..."I admit", he says "that 

there may be some.....(sic) who maintain that the Saviour is the Most High 

God over all, but we do NOT certainly hold such a view, who believe Him 

when He said Himself: "THE FATHER WHO SENT ME IS GREATER 

THAN I"; and again: "Clearly we assert.....(sic) that the Son is not mightier 

than the Father, but INFERIOR." (The Gospel According To John B.F. 

Wescott commentary p.213) 

First, it looks like you are quoting from a secondary source. Do you have 

Origen's own writings themselves? Jurgens supplies quite a list although not 

the exact quote you give from John 14:28. 

Yes, it does look like Origen interpreted John 14:28 to mean that Christ was 

"inferior" (although what Origen means by this is not clear) in nature to God 

the Father. However, the statement that Origen "is free from all ambiguity" 

is simply not true. 

Look at some of Origen's other statements on this -- [my comments appear 

in brackets] 

"The specific points which are clearly handed down through the apostolic 

preaching are these: First, that there is ONE GOD who created and arranged 

all things, and who, when NOTHING existed, CALLED ALL THINGS 



INTO EXISTENCE....and that in the final period this God, just as He had 

promised beforehand through the Prophets, sent the Lord Jesus Christ.... 

"Secondly, that Jesus Christ Himself, who came, was born of the Father 

BEFORE all creatures [i.e. Christ Himself is NOT a creature or created 

thing]; and after He had ministered to the Father IN THE CREATION OF 

ALL THINGS [i.e. Christ Himself CREATED ALL THINGS] -- for 

through Him WERE ALL THINGS MADE [i.e. John 1:3] -- in the final 

period he emptied Himself and was made man. Although HE WAS GOD, 

He took flesh; and having been made man, HE REMAINED WHAT HE 

WAS, GOD. He took a body like our body, differing only in this, that it was 

born of a Virgin AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

"Moreover, this Jesus Christ was truly born and truly suffered; and He 

endured this ordinary death, not in mere appearance, but did truly die; for He 

truly rose again from the dead, and after His resurrection He conversed with 

His disciples, and was taken up. Third, they handed it down that THE 

HOLY SPIRIT IS ASSOCIATED IN HONOR AND DIGNITY WITH 

THE FATHER AND THE SON [sounds like the Trinity to me]. 

"...And it is most clearly taught in the Churches that this Spirit inspired each 

one of the holy men, whether Prophets or Apostles; and that there was not 

one Spirit in the men of old, and another in those who were inspired after the 

coming of Christ." 

(De Principiis or The Fundamental Doctrines 1:preface:4, from Jurgens, 

volume 1, p. 191) 



"John says in the Gospel, 'No one has at any time seen God' [John 1:18], 

clearly declaring to all who are able to understand, that there is no NATURE 

to which God is visible: not as if He were indeed visible by NATURE....He 

is by NATURE impossible to be seen. And if you should ask of me what I 

think even of the Only-begotten Himself [the Son], whether I could say that 

the NATURE of God, which is naturally invisible, is not visible even to 

Him....for we will give you a logical answer. [compare NATURE to DEITY 

below] 

"For it is just as unsuitable to say that the SON is able to see the FATHER, 

as it is unbecoming to suppose that the HOLY SPIRIT is able to see the 

SON. It is one thing to see, another to know. To see and to be seen belongs 

to bodies. To know and to be known belongs to an intellectual being [or 

NATURE in Latin]. That, therefore, which is proper to bodies is not to be 

attributed to either the FATHER or to the SON; BUT THAT WHICH 

PERTAINS TO DEITY IS COMMON TO THE FATHER AND THE 

SON." 

(The Fundamental Doctrines 1:1:8, Jurgens, volume 1, p. 193) 

[and now for a more ambiguous statement] 

"For we do NOT hold that which the heretics imagine: that some part of the 

substance of God was converted into the Son, or that the Son was procreated 

by the Father from non-existent substances, that is, from a substance outside 

Himself, so that THERE WERE A TIME WHEN HE DID NOT EXIST 

[i.e. the Son ALWAYS existed according to Origen]. 



"No, rejecting every suggestion of corporality, we hold that the Word and 

Wisdom was begotten OUT OF the invisible and incorporeal God, without 

anything corporal being acted upon, in the manner of an act of the will 

proceeding from the mind....The expression which we employ, however, -- 

that there NEVER was a time when He did not exist -- is to be taken with a 

certain allowance. 

"For these very words WHEN and NEVER are terms of temporal 

significance, while whatever is said of the FATHER, SON, and HOLY 

SPIRIT, is to be understood as transcending ALL TIME, ALL AGES, and 

ALL ETERNITY. 

[here is where Origen specifically uses the term "Trinity"] 

"For it is the TRINITY ALONE which exceeds every sense in which not 

only temporal but even ETERNAL may be understood. It is all OTHER 

things [i.e. not the SON, not the HOLY SPIRIT], indeed, which are 

OUTSIDE the TRINITY, which are to be measured by times and ages." 

(The Fundamental Doctrines 4:4:1, Jurgens, volume 1, p. 199) 

[and a less ambiguous statement] 

"We believe, however that there are THREE PERSONS, the FATHER and 

the SON and the HOLY SPIRIT; and we believe none to be unbegotten 

except the Father [however, clearly from the above Origen does not say the 

SON was CREATED -- hence "begotten" is ambiguous]. We admit, as more 

pious and true, that ALL THINGS were produced through the WORD, and 



that the HOLY SPIRIT is the most excellent and the first in order of all that 

was produced by the Father through Christ." 

(Commentaries on John 2:6 [al 2,10,75], Jurgens, volume 1, p. 202) 

So in conclusion, Origen can certainly be considered more within the 

Trinitarian camp than in your camp. IOW, Origen was implicitly (if not 

explicitly) a Trinitarian, although he made some ambiguous statements 

concerning the relation of the Father to the Son. 

Next up -- 

========================================= 

TERTULLIAN (c. 155 - 250 A.D.) 

========================================= 

HK> Tertullian wrote: "...but the Logos did not become Son of God until He 

was brought forth to be the instrument of creation; there was a time when the 

Son (as Son) did not exist (Adv Hermog. 3). The Father has the fullness of 

Deity, the Son ONLY A PORTION OF IT, derived from Him." Tertullian is 

relying on the subordinationist Logos doctrine of the apologists, especially 

Theophillus," (Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia Of Religious Knowledge) 

Here you are wrong on Tertullian. Not only did Tertullian believe in the 

Trinity, he formulated the basic terminology used in formal expressions of 

the doctrine. The word "Trinity" (Latin trinitas) as well as the distinction 

between "one God" and "three persons" was first developed by Tertullian -- 



he wrote explicitly of "a Trinity of ONE divinity, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit" (from De Pudicitia 21). I'll demonstrate this below. 

You are again quoting from a secondary source. The phrase you quoted 

"...there was a time when the Son (as Son) did not exist" was NOT made by 

Tertullian himself but by a modern scholar to summarize a statement made 

by Tertullian (see "Elucidations" in the ANF 3:629 by Schaff), who argued 

that God was always God, but not always Father of the Son. The full context 

of the statement is found in Jurgens -- 

"We say that the name of God always existed with Himself and in Himself, 

but the name of Lord not always. There is a difference in what is to be 

understood by each of the terms. God, of course, is the name of the 

SUBSTANCE itself, which is Divinity; Lord, however, is not the name of a 

substance but of a power. The SUBSTANCE, I maintain, ALWAYS 

EXISTED with its own name, which is GOD [see below concerning the 

SON]. 

"The name Lord came afterwards, when, of course, something was added. 

Ever since those things began to exist, over which the power of the Lord 

might act, from that very moment, through the accession of power, He both 

became Lord and received that name. God is Father and likewise God is 

Judge; but it does not follow that He is always Father and Judge, simply on 

the grounds that He is always God; for He could not be Father before the 

Son was, nor Judge before there was sin." 

(Against Hermogenes 3:3-4; Jurgens, volume 1, p. 134) 



Here Tertullian is asserting that the title of "Son" did not apply to the second 

person of the Trinity until he began to relate to the "Father" as a "Son" in the 

work of creation (Heb 1:1ff; John 1:1ff). 

But did Tertullian believe in the Trinity as I have defined above? 

Yes, he certainly did -- (all from Against Praxeas) 

"We do indeed believe that there is ONLY ONE GOD; but we believe that 

under this dispensation, or as we say, -oikonomia- [relationship between the 

persons], there is also a Son of this one only God, His Word [Sermo], who 

proceeded from Him, and through whom all things were made and 

WITHOUT WHOM nothing was made [John 1:3]. We believe that He was 

sent by the Father into a Virgin and was born of her, GOD AND MAN, Son 

of Man and Son of God, and was called by the name Jesus Christ.... 

"We believe that He sent down from the Father, in accord with His own 

promise, the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete, the Sanctifier of the faith of those 

who believe in the FATHER and in the SON and in the HOLY SPIRIT." 

"...in the case of the present heresy, which considers itself to have the pure 

truth when it supposes that one cannot believe in the ONE ONLY GOD in 

any other way than by saying that Father, Son, and Spirit are the very 

selfsame Person [i.e. Monarchianism]. As if One were not All even in this 

way, that ALL [THREE PERSONS] ARE ONE -- through UNITY OF 

SUBSTANCE, of course!" 

"And at the same time the mystery of the -oikonomia- is safeguarded, for the 

UNITY is distributed in a TRINITY [Latin trinitas]. Placed in order, the 



THREE are FATHER, SON, and SPIRIT. THEY are THREE, however, 

not in condition, but in degree [non statu sed gradu], not in substance, but in 

form [nec substantia sed forma], not in power, but in kind [nec potestate sed 

specie]; OF ONE SUBSTANCE, however, and one condition, and ONE 

POWER, BECAUSE HE IS ONE GOD OF WHOM THESE DEGREES 

AND FORMS AND KINDS ARE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT IN THE 

NAME OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE SON, AND OF THE HOLY 

SPIRIT." 

"Keep always in mind the rule of faith which I profess and by which I bear 

witness that THE FATHER AND THE SON AND THE SPIRIT ARE 

INSEPARABLE FROM EACH OTHER, and then you will understand 

what is meant by it. 

"Observe, now, that I say the Father is other, and the Son is other, and the 

Spirit is other. This statement is WRONGLY understood by every 

uneducated or perversely disposed individual, as if it meant diversity and 

implied by that diversity a SEPARATION of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

"I say this, however, out of necessity, since they contend that the Father and 

the Son and the Spirit are the selfsame Person, thus extolling the monarchy 

at the expense of the -oikonomia- [relationship between the persons] -- that 

the Son is other than the Father not by diversity but by distribution. He is not 

other by division but by DISTINCTION; for the Father is not the SAME as 

the Son, since they DIFFER one from another by a kind of measure 

[modulo alius ab alio]. 

[next is the part you quoted -- but you ignored the whole context] 



"The Father is the whole substance, while the Son, indeed, is a derivation 

and portion of the whole [derivatio totius et portio] as He Himself professes: 

'Because the Father is greater than I' [John 14:28]. In the psalm His minority 

is sung as being a little less than the angels [Psalm 8:6]. Thus the Father is 

OTHER than the Son, because He is greater than the Son [in POSITION]; 

because He that begets is OTHER than Him that is begotten; because He 

that sends is OTHER than Him that is sent; because He that makes 

something is OTHER than him through whom He makes it [OTHER refers 

to distinction of PERSONS within the TRINITY]. 

"Happily the Lord Himself used this expression in regard to the PERSON of 

the Paraclete [HOLY SPIRIT], signifying not division but disposition: 'I will 

ask the Father,' He says, 'and He will send you ANOTHER Advocate, the 

Spirit of truth' [John 14:16]. Thus He showed that the Son is OTHER than 

the Father. He showed in the Paraclete a THIRD degree, just as we believe 

that the Son is a SECOND degree, by reason of the ORDER observed in the 

-oikonomia- [relationship]." 

"We who by the grace of God examine the times and the motives of the 

Scriptures, and who are disciples not of men but especially of the Paraclete, 

we do indeed define that THERE ARE TWO, FATHER and SON, and 

WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT EVEN A THIRD, in accord with the principle 

of the -oikonomia-, which distinguishes as to NUMBER, lest, as your 

perversity would infer, the Father Himself be believed to have been born and 

to have suffered [called Patripassianism], which in fact, it is not lawful to 

believe, since it has not been handed down. 



"That there are TWO Gods and TWO Lords, however, is a statement which 

we will NEVER ALLOW to issue from our mouth -- not as if the Father and 

the Son WERE NOT GOD, NOR the SPIRIT GOD, and EACH OF THEM 

GOD; but formerly TWO were spoken of as GODS and TWO as LORDS, so 

that when Christ would come, He might both be acknowledged AS GOD 

AND BE CALLED LORD BECAUSE HE IS THE SON OF HIM WHO 

IS BOTH GOD AND LORD." 

"The Father and the Son are distinguished by what is proper to each. He 

promises to send the Paraclete also, for whom He will ask the Father, after 

He has ascended to the Father; and He calls the Paraclete 'ANOTHER' [John 

14:16]. How it is that He is 'another' we have already explained. Further, He 

says, 'He will receive of what is mine,' just as He Himself has received from 

the Father. 

"Thus the connection of the Father in the Son, and of the Son in the 

Paraclete, produces THREE who, though coherent, are DISTINCT ONE 

FROM ANOTHER. THESE THREE ARE ONE, and yet NOT one: for 'I 

and the Father ARE ONE' [John 10:30] was said in regard to their UNITY 

OF SUBSTANCE, but not in regard to a singularity of number." 

"This, then, must be the point of our inquiry: How the Word [Sermo] 

became flesh [John 1:14], whether as if by being transfigured in the flesh, or 

by actually being clothed in the flesh. Certainly it was by actually being 

clothed in flesh; for it is still necessary to believe that God is immutable and 

unchanging, inasmuch as He is eternal.... 



"God, however, neither ceases to be, nor can He become other than He is. 

THE WORD, INDEED, IS GOD [John 1:1]....In fact, however, we find 

Him expressly set forth as GOD AND MAN....We see a twofold state, not 

confused but conjoined in ONE PERSON, JESUS, GOD AND MAN." 

(Against Praxeas 2:1-4; 9:1-3; 13:5-6; 25:1; 27:7,10-11; Jurgens, volume 1, 

p. 154-157) 

I think these statements are very clear. Tertullian was explicitly a Trinitarian. 

Next -- 

======================================== 

NOVATIAN (c. 235 A.D.) 

======================================== 

HK> "NOVATIAN (c. 250) is scarcely less bold in his mode of expression: 

'It is necessary that [the Father] have priority (prior sit) as Father, since He 

who knew no origin must needs have precedence over (antecedat) Him who 

has an origin. At the same time [the Son] must be LESS, since He knows 

that He is in Him AS HAVING AN ORIGIN because He is BORN'." (The 

Gospel of John According to B.F. Wescott Commentary p.213) 

Again, as with Origen, Novatian is not considered completely orthodox by 

the Catholic Church. In fact, he began a sect (Novatianist schism) which 

spread with some success to Spain and to Syria. In the latter place it lasted 

for several centuries. The sect was schismatic not so much for doctrinal 

differences but for its insistence on rigorist practices (Jurgens, volume 1, p. 

246). 



Why didn't you quote from the major ante-Nicene Saints -- St. Ignatius, St. 

Justin, St. Irenaeus, St. Cyprian? I'll show you why below -- they all 

believed in the Trinity. 

The quote you are giving above comes from a work of Novatian titled.... 

THE TRINITY! (Latin De Trinitate c. 235 A.D.) so obviously he didn't 

deny the Trinity explicitly -- he was more in Origen's camp. 

There is NO Church Father that explicitly says -- "I deny the Trinity... I deny 

God is three persons.....I deny the Son is God....." etc. Yes, there was a 

certain development of doctrine but no one really explicitly denied the 

Trinity of God in three persons. 

Here's the quotes from Novatian's De Trinitate ("The Trinity") -- 

"Neither, then, do we acknowledge as our Christ the Christ of the heretics 

[Gnostics], who, as it is said, was but an appearance and not a reality; for He 

had done nothing real among all the actions He performed, if He was 

Himself a phantasm and not a reality. Nor do we acknowledge one who had 

nothing of our flesh in Himself, since He received nothing of Mary; nor one 

who did not come to us, since He appeared as a vision and not in our 

substance; nor one who put on flesh which was either ethereal or starry, as 

other heretics would have it. We could perceive no salvation for us in Him, 

if we could not recognize in Him even the solidity of our flesh. 

"We do not treat of the substance of [Christ's] body in such a way as to say 

that He was only and solely a man; rather, we hold that by the association of 

the DIVINITY of the Word in that very corporality, HE WAS, in accord 

with the Scriptures, ALSO GOD [John 1:1; Col 2:9]. 



"It is [the HOLY SPIRIT] that effects with water a second birth. HE 

[personal pronoun] IS a kind of seed of divine generation and the 

consecrator of heavenly birth, the pledge of a promised inheritance [Eph 

1:14], and, as it were, a kind of surety bond of eternal salvation. It is HE 

[personal pronoun] that can make of us a temple of God [1 Cor 3:17], and 

can complete us as HIS house; HE [personal pronoun] that can accost the 

divine ears for us with unutterable groaning [Rom 8:26], fulfilling the duties 

of advocate and performing the functions of defense; HE [personal pronoun] 

that is an inhabitant given to our bodies, and a worker of holiness. 

[next is the part you quoted -- although you ignored context again] 

"God the Father, founder and creator of all things, who alone knows no 

beginning, who is invisible, immeasureable, immortal, and eternal, is ONE 

GOD. Neither His greatness nor His majesty nor His power can possibly be -

- I should not say exceeded, for they cannot even be equalled. FROM Him, 

when He willed it, the WORD was born, HIS SON. ...And the latter, since 

He was born of the Father, is ALWAYS IN the Father. And I do indeed say 

ALWAYS, not to prove Him unborn, but born. HE THAT EXISTS 

BEFORE ALL TIME must be said to have been IN the Father ALWAYS; 

for HE THAT EXISTS BEFORE ALL TIME cannot be spoken of in 

relation to time. And ALWAYS must He be IN the Father, otherwise the 

Father were not ALWAYS the Father. And yet the Father even precedes 

Him, because it is necessary for the Father to be prior, in order to be the 

Father. 

"It is necessary for Him who knows no origin to be antecedant to Him who 

has an origin...He, then, when the Father willed it, PROCEEDED FROM 



the Father. And He that was IN the Father because He was FROM the 

Father, was afterwards WITH the Father because He PROCEEDED FROM 

the Father -- that DIVINE SUBSTANCE, I mean, whose name is WORD, 

and through whom ALL THINGS WERE MADE [John 1:3], and 

WITHOUT WHOM WAS MADE NOTHING. For ALL THINGS are 

AFTER Him, because they are made through Him; and properly He is 

BEFORE ALL THINGS but AFTER the Father, since ALL THINGS were 

made through Him, while He proceeded from Him of whose will all things 

were made: assuredly, HE IS GOD PROCEEDING FROM GOD, 

CAUSING, A SON, A SECOND PERSON AFTER THE FATHER, BUT 

NOT TAKING AWAY FROM THE FATHER THE FACT THAT GOD IS 

ONE." 

(The Trinity, 10, 11, 29, 31; Jurgens, vol 1, p. 246-248) 

This is somewhat ambiguous but seems to agree with Origen. This is a far 

cry from denying the Trinity and saying "Christ was CREATED." Clearly, 

Novatian believed that Christ WAS THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS and 

was BEFORE ALL THINGS, that Christ is GOD, that the Holy Spirit is a 

PERSON, and that God is ONE. Sounds like the Trinity to me. 

How Novatian put all this together was a little ambiguous but he certainly 

cannot be said to deny the Trinity, the title of this work! 

Now let's go into some of the ante-Nicene Fathers and Saints that you did 

not mention. First up -- 

============================================== 



St. Ignatius of Antioch (c. 110 A.D.) 

============================================== 

"Ignatius, also called Theophorus, to the Church at Ephesus in Asia, which 

is worthy of all felicitation, blessed as it is with greatness by the fullness of 

GOD THE FATHER, predestined FROM ETERNITY for a glory that is 

lasting and unchanging, UNITED and chosen through true suffering by the 

will of the Father IN JESUS CHRIST OUR GOD...." 

"There is ONE Physician, who is both flesh and spirit, born AND NOT 

BORN, WHO IS GOD IN MAN, true life in death, both from Mary AND 

FROM GOD, first able to suffer and then unable to suffer, JESUS CHRIST 

OUR LORD." 

"You are like stones for a temple of the Father, prepared for the edifice of 

GOD THE FATHER, hoisted to the heights by the crane of JESUS 

CHRIST, which is the cross, using for a rope THE HOLY SPIRIT. Your 

faith is what pulls you up, and love is the road which leads you TO GOD." 

"For OUR GOD, JESUS CHRIST, was conceived by Mary in accord with 

GOD'S plan: of the seed of David, it is true, but ALSO OF THE HOLY 

SPIRIT." 

(Letter to Ephesians addr; 7:2; 9:1; 18:2; Jurgens, vol 1, p. 17-18) 

"The prophets, who were men of GOD, lived according to JESUS CHRIST. 

For that reason they were persecuted, inspired as they were by His grace to 

convince the disobedient that THERE IS ONE GOD, WHO manifested 

Himself through HIS SON, JESUS CHRIST, who is HIS WORD 



proceeding from silence, and who was in all respects pleasing to Him that 

sent Him....through which mystery we received faith, through which also we 

suffer in order to be found to be disciples of Jesus Christ, our ONLY Teacher 

-- how then will we be able to live without Him of whom even the propehts 

were disciples IN THE SPIRIT, and to whom they looked forward as their 

Teacher...." 

"Take care, therefore, to be confirmed in the decrees of the LORD and of the 

Apostles, in order that in everything you do, you may prosper in body and in 

soul, in faith and in love, IN SON AND IN FATHER AND IN SPIRIT, in 

beginning and in end, together with your most reverend bishop..." 

(Letter to the Magnesians 8:1-2; 9:1-2; 13:1; Jurgens, p. 19-20) 

"Ignatius, also called Theophorus, to the Church that has found mercy in the 

greatness of the Most High Father AND in Jesus Christ, His only Son; to the 

Church beloved and enlightened after the love of Jesus Christ, OUR GOD, 

by the will of Him that has willed everything which is; to the Church also 

which holds the presidency in the place of the country of the 

Romans...named after Christ AND named after the Father: her therefore do I 

salute in the name of Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father. To those who are 

united in flesh and in spirit by every commandment of His, who are filled 

with the grace of GOD without wavering, and who are filtered clear of every 

foreign stain, I wish an unalloyed joy in Jesus Christ, OUR GOD." 

(Letter to the Romans address; Jurgens, p. 21) 

"I give glory to Jesus Christ, THE GOD who has made you wise; for I have 

observed that you are set in faith unshakable, as if nailed to the cross of our 



Lord Jesus Christ in body and in soul; and that you are confirmed in love by 

the Blood of Christ, firmly believing in regard to our Lord that He is TRULY 

of the family of David according to the FLESH, and GOD'S SON by the 

will and power of GOD, truly born of a Virgin, baptized by John so that all 

justice might be fulfilled by Him..." 

(Letter to the Smyrnaeans 1:1; Jurgens, p. 24) 

========================================= 

Aristides of Athens (c. 140 A.D.) 

========================================= 

"Christians trace their origin to the Lord Jesus Christ. He that came down 

from heaven in the Holy Spirit for the salvation of men is confessed to be the 

Son of the Most High God. He was born of a holy Virgin without seed of 

man, and took flesh without defilement; and He appeared among men so that 

He might recall them from the ERROR OF POLYTHEISM...they who 

continue to observe the righteousness which was preached by His disciples 

are called Christians. These are they who, above every people of the earth, 

have found the truth; for they acknowledge GOD, the Creator and Maker of 

all things, IN the only-begotten SON and IN the HOLY SPIRIT. Other than 

HIM, no god do they worship. They have the commandments of the Lord 

Jesus Christ impressed upon their hearts...." 

(Apology 15; Jurgens, p. 49) 

============================================= 



St. Justin the Martyr (c. 100 - 165 A.D.) 

============================================= 

"Well, we do indeed proclaim ourselves atheists in respect to those whom 

you call gods, but not in regard to the MOST TRUE GOD, the Father of 

righteousness and temperance and the other virtues....On the contrary, we 

reverence and worship Him AND THE SON who came forth from Him and 

taught us these things...AND THE PROPHETIC SPIRIT..." 

"...they are led by us to a place where there is water; and there they are 

reborn in the same kind of rebirth in which we ourselves were reborn: in the 

name of GOD, the Lord and Father of all, AND of our Savior, Jesus Christ, 

AND of the Holy Spirit, they receive the washing with water...." 

"Although the Jews were always of the opinion that it was the Father of all 

who had spoken to Moses, IT WAS IN FACT THE SON OF GOD, who is 

called both Angel and Apostle, who spoke to him; they are, therefore, justly 

accused by both the PROPHETIC SPIRIT AND BY CHRIST HIMSELF 

of knowing neither the Father nor the Son. They who assert that the Son is 

the Father are proved to know neither the Father, nor that the Father of all 

has a Son, who is both the first-born Word of God AND IS GOD [John 

1:1]." 

"...but since Jesus Christ our Savior was made incarnate by the word of God 

and had both flesh and blood for our salvation, so too, as we have been 

taught, the food which has been made into the Eucharist by the Eucharistic 

prayer set down by Him, and by the change of which our blood and flesh is 

nourished, is both the flesh and the blood of that incarnated Jesus." 



"For everything that has been given to our use, we praise the Creator of all 

THROUGH HIS SON JESUS CHRIST AND THROUGH THE HOLY 

SPIRIT." 

(First Apology 6, 61, 63, 66, 67; Jurgens, p. 51, 54-55) 

"To the Father of all, who is unbegotten, no name is given; for anyone who 

has been given a name has received the name from someone older than 

himself. Father and God and Creator and Lord and Master are not names but 

appellations derived form His beneficences and works. His Son, who alone 

is properly called Son, who was BOTH WITH HIM AND WAS 

BEGOTTEN BY HIM BEFORE ANYTHING WAS CREATED, when in 

the beginning the Father created and put everything in order through Him -- 

He is called Christ, from His being anointed...." 

(Second Apology 6; Jurgens, p. 57) 

"...it is inescapable that this is the Christ of God...that He pre-existed as the 

Son of the Creator of all things, BEING GOD, and that He was born a man 

by the Virgin." 

(Dialogue with Trypho 48; Jurgens, p. 60) 

============================================ 

St. Melito of Sardes (c. 177 A.D.) 

============================================ 



"The activities of Christ after His Baptism, and especially His miracles, gave 

indication and assurance to the world of THE DEITY hidden in His flesh. 

BEING GOD and likewise perfect man, He gave positive indications of His 

two natures: OF HIS DEITY, by the miracles during the three years 

following after His Baptism; of His humanity, in the thirty years which came 

before His Baptism, during which, by reason of His condition according to 

the flesh, He concealed the signs of HIS DEITY, although He was THE 

TRUE GOD EXISTING BEFORE THE AGES." 

(Fragment in Anastasius of Sinai, The Guide, Ch 13; Jurgens, p. 81) 

============================================= 

Athenagoras of Athens (c. 180 A.D.) 

============================================= 

"The Son of God is the Word of the Father, in thought and in actuality. BY 

HIM AND THROUGH HIM ALL THINGS WERE MADE, the Father and 

the Son BEING ONE. Since the Son is IN the Father and the Father is IN 

the Son BY THE UNITY AND POWER OF THE SPIRIT, the Mind and 

Word of the Father is the Son of God. And if, in your exceedingly great 

wisdom, it occurs to you to inquire what is meant by 'the Son', I will tell you 

briefly: He is the First-begotten of the Father, NOT AS HAVING BEEN 

PRODUCED -- FOR FROM THE BEGINNING GOD HAD THE WORD 

IN HIMSELF... Who, then, would not be astonished to hear those called 

atheists, who speak of GOD THE FATHER AND OF GOD THE SON 

AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, and who proclaim THEIR power in 

UNION and THEIR distinction in order...Just as we assert that there is a 



God, and a Son who is His Word, and a Holy Spirit, UNITED IN POWER -

- THE FATHER, THE SON, AND THE SPIRIT...." 

(Supplication for the Christians 10, 24; Jurgens, p. 70) 

============================================ 

St. Theophilus of Antioch (c. 181 A.D.) 

============================================ 

"God, therefore, having His own Word [the Son] internally in His very 

organs, begot Him, emitting Him ALONG WITH His own Wisdom [the 

Holy Spirit], BEFORE ALL THINGS. He had this Word for a Helper in the 

things which He made, and THROUGH HIM WERE ALL THINGS 

CREATED. He is called Beginning [Rev 3:14 arche] because He RULES 

[archei] and has dominion OVER EVERYTHING WHICH WAS 

FASHIONED BY HIM.... 

"He, then, being Spirit of God and Beginning and Wisdom and Power of the 

Most High, descended upon the prophets and through them spoke of the 

creation of the world and of all the rest; for the prophets did not exist when 

the world came to be, but there was Wisdom, which was IN Him and which 

was OF God, AND His Holy Word, WHO IS ETERNALLY PRESENT 

WITH HIM." 

"The three days before the luminaries were created are types of the 

TRINITY [this is the first recorded use of the term referring to the 

Godhead]: GOD [the Father], HIS WORD [the Son], AND HIS WISDOM 

[the Holy Spirit]." 



"And what else is this voice, but the Word of God, which also is His Son, 

not as poets and writers of myths tell of the sons of gods begotten of 

intercourse, but, as truth recounts, the Word WHICH ALWAYS EXISTS 

internally in the heart of God? FOR BEFORE ANYTHING WAS 

CREATED, He had this Counsellor, being His own Mind and Thought; and 

when God wished to create what He had decided upon, He begot this uttered 

Word, the First-born of all creation, not emptying Himself of the Word, but 

having begotten the Word, and conversing ALWAYS WITH His Word. 

"This is what the Holy Scriptures teach us, as do all the inspired men, one of 

whom, John, says, 'In beginning was the Word, and the Word was WITH 

God' [John 1:1], showing that at first God was alone, AND the Word was IN 

Him. Then he says, 'And the Word was God; all things were made through 

Him, and WITHOUT HIM was made NOTHING' [1:3]. The Word, then, 

BEING GOD and being GENERATED FROM [ambiguous term here] 

God, is sent to any place at the will of the Father of the universe; and when 

He comes, having been sent by Him and being found in place, He is both 

heard and seen." 

(To Autolycus 2:10; 2:15; 2:22; Jurgens, p. 75-76) 

============================================ 

St. Irenaeus of Lyons (c. 140 - 202 A.D.) 

============================================ 

(excerpts from AGAINST HERESIES; Jurgens, p. 84-104) 



"For the Church, although dispersed throughout the whole world even to the 

ends of the earth, has received from the Apostles and from their disciples the 

faith in ONE GOD, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth and sea 

and all that is in them; and in one Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who became 

flesh for our salvation; and in the Holy Spirit, who announced through the 

prophets the dispensations and the comings, and the birth from a Virgin, and 

the passion, and the resurrection from the dead, and the bodily ascension 

into heaven of the beloved Christ Jesus our Lord, and his coming from 

heaven in the glory of the Father to re-establish all things; and the raising up 

again of all flesh of all humanity, in order that to JESUS CHRIST OUR 

LORD AND GOD AND SAVIOR AND KING, in accord with the approval 

of the invisible Father, every knee shall bend of those in heaven and on earth 

and under the earth, and that every tongue shall confess Him, and that He 

may make just judgment of them all...." (1:10:1) 

"We hold, however, the rule of truth, according to which there is ONE 

ALMIGHTY GOD, who formed ALL things through His Word, and 

fashioned and made ALL things which exist out of that which did not exist; 

in which regard the Scripture says: 'For by the Word of the Lord were the 

heavens established, and all their strength by the Spirit of his mouth' [Psalm 

33:6]. And again, 'All things were made through Him, and WITHOUT HIM 

WAS MADE NOTHING' [John 1:3]. From ALL, however, THERE IS NO 

EXCEPTION [that would include the SON]; and the Father made ALL 

things through Him, whether visible or invisible, whether of sense or of 

intelligence, whether temporal and for a certain dispensation or eternal and 

through the ages." (1:22:1) 



"[The Gnostic heretics] transfer the generation of the uttered word of men to 

the ETERNAL WORD OF GOD, attributing to HIM A BEGINNING of 

utterance and a COMING INTO BEING in a manner like to that of their 

own word. In what manner, then, would the WORD OF GOD -- INDEED, 

THE GREAT GOD HIMSELF SINCE HE IS THE WORD -- differ from 

the word of men, were He to have the same order and process of 

generation?" (2:13:8) 

"This Father of our Lord Jesus Christ is revealed through His Word, who is 

His Son -- through Him is He revealed and made manifest to all to whom He 

is revealed. For they know Him, those to whom the Son has given 

revelation. The Son, however, ALWAYS CO-EXISTING WITH THE 

FATHER, of old and from the beginning, ALWAYS reveals the Father to 

the Angels and Archangels and Powers and Virtues and to all to whom God 

wished to give revelation." (2:30:9) 

"Nevertheless, what cannot be said of anyone else who ever lived, that He 

[Jesus Christ] is Himself in HIS OWN RIGHT GOD AND LORD AND 

ETERNAL KING AND ONLY-BEGOTTEN AND INCARNATE WORD, 

proclaimed as such by all the Prophets and by the Apostles and by the 

SPIRIT HIMSELF" (3:19:2) 

"For WITH HIM [God the Father] ALWAYS are the Word and the Wisdom, 

the SON and the SPIRIT, through whom and in whom He made all things 

freely and spontaneously; and to whom He spoke, saying: 'Let US make man 

in our image and likeness' [Gen 1:26]." (4:20:1) 



"God is powerful in all things. He was SEEN through the SPIRIT of 

Prophecy, and by His own choice THROUGH THE SON. He will also be 

SEEN as the FATHER in the kingdom of heaven. THE SPIRIT prepares 

man through the SON OF GOD, the SON leads him to the FATHER, and 

the FATHER gives him incorruption in eternal life, which comes to 

everyone by the fact of his SEEING GOD." (4:20:5) 

========================================== 

St. Hippolytus of Rome (c. 200 A.D.) 

========================================== 

"God, existing ALONE and having nothing coeval with Himself, willed to 

create the world....Besides Himself there was no one; but THOUGH HE 

WAS ALONE, HE WAS MIGHTY [or EXISTED IN PLURALITY]. For 

He was not without reason, not without wisdom, not without power, and not 

without counsel. All things were in him, and He was All. When He willed 

and in the manner in which He willed and in the times determined by 

Himself, He made known His Word, THROUGH WHOM HE CREATED 

ALL THINGS... 

"And since He had this Word WITHIN HIMSELF, invisible to the created 

world, He made Him visible. First of all giving vocal utterance, and then 

begetting LIGHT FROM LIGHT, He sent Him forth....Thus, there appeared 

ANOTHER besides Himself. When I say 'ANOTHER', however, I DO NOT 

MEAN THERE ARE TWO GODS. Rather, it is as if there were LIGHT 

FROM LIGHT, or water from a fountain, or a ray from the sun. For there is 



but ONE power, which is from the All; and the Father is the All, from whom 

comes the Power, the Word." 

"Let us believe, then, dear brethren, according to the tradition of the 

Apostles, that GOD THE WORD came down from heaven into the holy 

Virgin Mary, in order that, taking flesh from her and taking also a soul, I 

mean a rational soul, and thus becoming all that man is except in regard to 

sin, He might save the fallen and confer immortality on such men as believe 

in His name. In all this, then, the word of truth is demonstrated to us: 

namely, THAT THE FATHER IS ONE, AND HIS WORD, THROUGH 

WHOM HE CREATED ALL THINGS, IS PRESENT WITH HIM." 

"And in just the way in which it was announced of Him, did He come and 

manifest Himself, made a new man of the Virgin AND THE HOLY 

SPIRIT. As the Word, He had from the Father what is heavenly, just as from 

the old Adam he had what is earthly, having become incarnate through the 

Virgin. He came forth into the world and, in the body, SHOWED 

HIMSELF TO BE GOD, although it was as perfect man that He came forth. 

For He was made man, not in appearance nor in seeming, but in truth." 

(Against Noetus 10, 11, 17; Jurgens, p. 164-165) 

"The ONE GOD, the first and ONLY, both CREATOR AND LORD OF 

ALL.... ...this SOLE and universal God, by reflecting, first brought forth the 

Word -- not a word as in speech, but as a mental word, the Reason for 

everything. Him only did He produce from what existed: for the Father 

Himself WAS BEING, FROM WHICH He produced Him. [i.e. ONE IN 

BEING WITH THE FATHER as the Creed states] 



"The Word was the CAUSE of those things which CAME INTO 

EXISTENCE, carrying out in Himself the will of Him by whom He was 

begotten.... Only HIS WORD IS FROM HIMSELF, AND IS 

THEREFORE ALSO GOD, BECOMING THE SUBSTANCE OF 

GOD....FOR CHRIST IS THE GOD OVER ALL [cf. Romans 9:5]." 

(Refutation of all Heresies 10:32,33,34; Jurgens, p. 173-174) 

"...through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom be glory, might, 

and honor to you, TO the Father AND the Son WITH the Holy Spirit, both 

now and through the ages of ages. Amen." 

"Gather as one in the fullness of the Holy Spirit your saints who participate; 

and confirm their faith in truth so that we may praise and glorify you 

through your Son Jesus Christ, through whom be glory and honor to you, 

TO the Father AND the Son WITH the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, 

both now and through the ages of ages. Amen." 

"And now, O LORD, grant that there may be ever preserved among us the 

Spirit of your grace, and make us worthy that, in faith, we may give praise to 

you and minister to you in simplicity of heart: through your Son Jesus 

Christ, through whom be glory and honor to you, TO the Father AND the 

Son WITH the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and through the 

ages of ages. Amen." 

"O GOD, who have created all things and have set them in order 

THROUGH YOUR WORD; Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, whom you sent 

to minister to your will and to make clear to us your desires, grant the Holy 

Spirit of grace and care and diligence to this your servant...through your Son 



Jesus Christ, through whom be glory and honor to you, TO the Father AND 

the Son WITH the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and through 

the ages of ages. Amen." 

"O LORD GOD, who made them worthy of the remission of sins through 

the Holy Spirit's washing unto rebirth, send into them your grace so that they 

may serve you according to your will: for there is glory to you, TO the 

Father AND the Son WITH the Holy Spirit, in the holy Church, both now 

and through the ages of ages. Amen." 

"I anoint you with holy oil in THE LORD, the FATHER ALMIGHTY AND 

CHRIST JESUS AND THE HOLY SPIRIT." 

(The Apostolic Tradition 3, 4, 8, 9, 22; Jurgens, p. 166-167) 

================================================= 

St. Clement of Alexandria (c. 150 - 216 A.D.) 

================================================= 

"The Word, then, the Christ, is the CAUSE both of our ancient beginning -- 

for He was IN GOD -- and of our well-being. And now this same Word has 

appeared as man. HE ALONE IS BOTH GOD AND MAN, and the 

SOURCE of all our good things....He is the New Song, the manifestation 

which has now been made among us, of the Word WHICH EXISTED IN 

THE BEGINNING AND BEFORE THE BEGINNING. The Savior, who 

existed before, has only lately appeared. He that has appeared is IN Him that 

is; for the Word that was WITH God [John 1:1], the Word BY WHOM ALL 

THINGS WERE MADE, has appeared as our Teacher; and He, who 



bestowerd life upon us in the beginning, when, AS OUR CREATOR, He 

formed us, now that He has appeared as our Teacher, has taught us to live 

well so that, afterwards, AS GOD, He might furnish us abundantly with 

eternal life." 

"Despised as to appearance but in reality ADORED, the Expiator, the 

Savior, the Soother, the Divine Word, HE THAT IS QUITE EVIDENTLY 

TRUE GOD, HE THAT IS PUT ON A LEVEL WITH THE LORD OF 

THE UNIVERSE BECAUSE HE WAS HIS SON -- AND THE WORD 

WAS IN GOD [John 1:1]... 

"Whence He was and who He Himself was, was demonstrated by what He 

taught and did. He showed Himself as the Herald of a truce, our Mediator 

and Savior, the Word, the Font of Life and Peace poured out over the face of 

the earth; and through Him, so to speak, the universe has already become an 

ocean of good things...." 

(Exhortation to the Greeks 1:7:1; 10:110:1,3; Jurgens, p. 176-177) 

"NOTHING EXISTS except that which GOD causes to be. There is 

nothing, therefore, which is hated by God; nor is there anything hated BY 

THE WORD. BOTH ARE ONE, BOTH ARE GOD; for he says: 'In the 

beginning the WORD WAS IN GOD, AND THE WORD WAS GOD' [John 

1:1]." 

"That this is a mystery is clear: GOD IS IN A MAN, AND A MAN IS GOD, 

the Mediator fulfilling the will of the Father. The Mediator is the WORD 

who is COMMON TO BOTH, being the Son of GOD and the Savior of 

MEN." 



(Instructor of Children 1:8:62:3,4; 3:1:2:1; Jurgens, p. 179-180) 

"When [John] says: 'What was from the beginning [1 John 1:1],' he touches 

upon the generation WITHOUT BEGINNING OF THE SON, WHO IS 

CO-EQUAL WITH THE FATHER. 'Was,' therefore, is indicative of an 

ETERNITY WITHOUT A BEGINNING, just as the Word Himself, that is 

the SON, BEING ONE WITH THE FATHER IN REGARD TO 

EQUALITY OF SUBSTANCE, IS ETERNAL AND UNCREATED. 

THAT THE WORD ALWAYS EXISTED is signified by the saying: 'In the 

beginning was the Word' [John 1:1]." 

(fragment in Eusebius History, Bk 6 Ch 14; Jurgens, p. 188) 

============================================ 

St. Cyprian of Carthage (c. 250 A.D.) 

============================================ 

"He cannot have God for his Father who does not have the Church for his 

Mother. If anyone outside the ark of Noah was able to escape, then perhaps 

someone outside the pale of the Church may escape.... The Lord says, 'THE 

FATHER AND I ARE ONE' [John 10:30] and again, it is written of the 

FATHER, SON, AND HOLY SPIRIT, 'AND THE THREE ARE ONE.' 

[cf. 1 John 5:7-8; Cyprian is apparently aware of this Latin manuscript 

reading on the Trinity]" 

"Does anyone believe that in the Church THIS UNITY which proceeds from 

the DIVINE STABILITY and which is welded together after the heavenly 

patterns, can be divided, and can be separated by the parting asunder of 



opposing wills? Whoever holds not fast to this UNITY holds not to the law 

of God; neither does he keep faith WITH THE FATHER AND THE SON, 

nor does he have life and salvation." 

(Unity of the Catholic Church 6; Jurgens, p. 221) 

"If Christ Jesus, OUR LORD AND GOD, is Himself the High Priest of God 

the Father; and if He offered Himself as a sacrifice to the Father; and if He 

commanded that this be done in commemoration of Himself -- then certainly 

the priest, who imitates that which Christ did, truly functions in place of 

Christ." 

(Letters 63:14; Jurgens, p. 232-233) 

"If someone could be baptized by heretics, he could certainly receive also 

the remission of sins. If he were to receive the remission of sins, he would be 

sanctified. If he were sanctified, he would be made a temple of God. If he 

were made a temple of God -- now I ask you: 

"Of what God? Of the Creator? But that is not possible, because he does not 

believe in Him. Of Christ? One who denies that CHRIST IS GOD cannot 

become His temple. Of the Holy Spirit? SINCE THE THREE ARE ONE, 

how were it possible for the Holy Spirit to be reconciled to him that is an 

enemy of either the Son or of the Father?" 

"After the Resurrection, when the Lord sent the Apostles to the nations, He 

commanded them to baptize the gentiles in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit [Matt 28:19]. How then do some say that though 

a gentile be baptized beyond the pale and outside the Church, yes, even 



against the Church, never mind how or of whom, so long as it be done in the 

name of Jesus Christ, the remission of sins can follow -- when CHRIST 

HIMSELF COMMANDS THE NATIONS TO BE BAPTIZED IN THE 

FULL AND UNITED TRINITY?" 

(Letters 73:12; 73:18; Jurgens, p. 238) 

============================================== 

St. Dionysius of Rome (c. 262 A.D.) 

============================================== 

[first he calls Monarchianism a BLASPHEMY] 

"Next, then, I may properly turn to those who divide and cut apart and 

destroy the Monarchy [of God], the most sacred proclamation of the Church 

of God, making of it, as it were, three powers, distinct substances, and three 

godheads. I have heard that some of your catechists and teachers of the 

divine word take the lead in this tenet. They are, so to speak, diametrically 

opposed to the opinion of Sabellius. For he, in his BLASPHEMY, says that 

the Son IS the Father, and vice versa. But they proclaim that there are in 

some way THREE GODS, when they divide the Sacred unity into three 

substances foreign to each other and completely separate. 

"It is necessary, however, that the Divine Word [Jesus Christ] be UNITED 

WITH THE GOD OF THE UNIVERSE; AND THE HOLY SPIRIT 

MUST ABIDE AND DWELL IN GOD. THEREFORE THE DIVINE 

TRINITY must be gathered up and brought TOGETHER IN ONE, a 



Summit, as it were -- I mean, the OMNIPOTENT GOD OF THE 

UNIVERSE.... 

[then he calls Arianism a WORSE BLASPHEMY] 

"Nor are they less to be blamed who hold that the Son is a [created] work, 

and think that the Lord was MADE, as if He were ONE OF THOSE 

THINGS WHICH WERE TRULY MADE. The divine statements bear 

witness to a generation suitable and becoming to Him, BUT NOT TO ANY 

FASHIONING OR MAKING. 

"It is BLASPHEMY, then, and not a common one BUT THE WORST, to 

say that THE LORD IS IN ANY WAY A [created] HANDIWORK. For if 

He came to be Son, then once He was not; but if, as He says Himself, He be 

IN the Father, and if, which you know the Divine Scripture says, Christ be 

Word and Wisdom and Power, and these attributes be powers of GOD, 

THEN HE ALWAYS EXISTED. But if the Son CAME INTO BEING, 

there was a time when these attributes DID NOT EXIST; and, consequently, 

there was a time when GOD was without them -- WHICH IS UTTERLY 

ABSURD...." 

"Neither, then, may we divide into THREE godheads the wonderful and 

divine Unity; nor may we disparage the dignity and exceeding majesty of the 

Lord by calling Him a [created] work. Rather, we must believe in GOD, the 

Father Almighty; and in Christ Jesus, His Son; and in the Holy Spirit; and 

that the WORD IS UNITED TO THE GOD OF THE UNIVERSE. 'For,' 

says He, 'THE FATHER AND I ARE ONE' and 'I AM IN THE FATHER, 



AND THE FATHER IN ME.' Thus both the Divine Trinity and the sacred 

proclamation of the monarchy will be preserved." 

(Dionysius of Rome to Dionysius of Alexandria 1-3; Jurgens, p. 249) 

 

 

 

 


