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From H1262 (in the sense of cutting (like H1254)); a compact
(because made by passing between pieces of flesh): - confederacy,

[con-]feder[-ate], covenant, league.
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BDB Definition:
1) covenant, alliance, pledge
1a) between men
1a1) treaty, alliance, league (man to man)
1a2) constitution, ordinance (monarch to subjects)
1a3) agreement, pledge (man to man)
1a4) alliance (of friendship)
1a5) alliance (of marriage)
1b) between God and man
1b1) alliance (of friendship)
1b2) covenant (divine ordinance with signs or pledges)
2) (phrases)
2a) covenant making

2b) covenant keeping



2¢) covenant violation
Part of Speech: noun feminine

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: from H1262 (in the
sense of cutting [like 1254])

Same Word by TWOT Number: 282a
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1285. nmab‘riyt: A feminine noun meaning covenant, treaty, alliance,

agreement. The word is used many times in the Old Testament. Its basic uses
are outlined here. It describes covenants, or agreements between and among
human beings: between Abraham and the Amorites, Abraham and the
Philistines, Jacob and Laban, etc. (Gen. 14:13; 21:27, 32; 31:44). The
nations were said to have made a covenant against Israel (Ps. 83:5[6]). It is
used figuratively to depict a covenant with death (Isa. 28:15, 18) or with the
stones of the field (Job 5:23).
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It denotes an alliance, ordinance, or agreement between persons.
References to covenants between people included Abraham’s military treaty
with the Ammorites (Gen. 14:13); Jonathan and David’s pledge of friendship
(1 Sam. 18:3); David’s covenant with Abner (2 Sam. 3:12); the covenant of

marriage (Prov. 2:17). The word b°riyt is often preceded by the verb karat to

express the technical idea of “cutting a covenant.”
e S lae Jadd i (i 394 o LAl g Qaldd) (i (3T a g pa g il o J
&a 290393 118 aa 1 (2 ABlaall aghag (ilisas 13 114 Cnost B GmsaY) ga asp ol
o (o) <l LS AalS Lgaalal Laila cy g dalSy, 17 22 JUal 19 80 9 12 13 aa 2 ol
N
This word is used to describe God’s making a covenant with humankind.
It may be an alliance of friendship (Ps. 25:14). The covenants made between
God and humans defined the basis of God’s character in the Old Testament.
They showed the strength of His divine promise from Adam all the way
through to the exile and restoration. It is employed many times: God’s
covenant with Noah (Gen. 9:11-13, 15-17; Isa. 54:10) in the form of a
promise; with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Gen. 15:18; 17:2, 4, 7, 9-11, 13,
14,19, 21; Ex. 2:24; Lev. 26:42) to increase their descendants, giving them
Canaan and making them a blessing to the nations; with all Israel and Moses
at Sinai (Ex. 19:5; 24:7, 8; 34:10; Deut. 29:1 [28:69]) with the stipulations of

the Ten Commandments, including the guiding cases in the Book of the
Covenant. The words of this covenant (dibréy habb‘riyt) were kept in the
ark in the Holy of Holies (Ex. 34:28; 40:20). A covenant with Phinehas
established an everlasting priesthood in Israel (Num. 25:12, 13). It is used to

refer to the covenant established with David and his house (Ps. 89:3[4],

28[29]; Jer. 33:21), an eternal covenant establishing David and his



descendants as the inheritors of an everlasting kingdom. Jeremiah refers to a
new covenant (Jer. 31:31) that God will establish in the future. The concept
Is personified in a person, a Servant who becomes the covenant of the people
(Isa. 42:6; 49:8).
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In addition to the verb karat mentioned above, the verb giim is employed
with b°riyt meaning to establish a covenant (Gen. 6:18; 9:9; Ex. 6:4) or to

confirm a covenant (Lev. 26:9; Deut. 8:18). The word is used with natan, to

give, meaning to give or make a covenant (Gen. 17:2; Num. 25:12). Five
other verbs are used in this way less often (Deut. 29:12[11]; 2 Sam. 23:5; 2
Chr. 15:12; Ps. 50:16; 111:9; Ezek. 16:8. A covenant could be transgressed
or violated (Deut. 17:2; Judg. 2:20), but the Lord never broke His covenants;
He always remembered a covenant (Gen. 9:15, 16; Ex. 2:24; 6:5; Lev.
26:42).
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From H5956; properly concealed, that is, the vanishing point; generally time
out of mind (past or future), that is, (practically) eternity; frequentative
adverbially (especially with prepositional prefix) always: - always (-s),
ancient (time), any more, continuance, eternal, (for, [n-]) ever (-lasting, -

more, of old), lasting, long (time), (of) old (time), perpetual, at any time,
(beginning of the) world (+ without end). Compare H5331, H5703.
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BDB Definition:

1) long duration, antiquity, futurity, for ever, ever, everlasting, evermore,

perpetual, old, ancient, world
1a) ancient time, long time (of past)
1b) (of future)
1b1) for ever, always
1b2) continuous existence, perpetual
1b3) everlasting, indefinite or unending future, eternity
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5769. o%iy‘6lam: A masculine noun meaning a very long time. The

word usually refers to looking forward but many times expresses the idea of
looking backward. It may cover a given person’s lifetime (Ex. 21:6; 1 Sam.
1:22); a period of many generations (Josh. 24:2; Prov. 22:28); the time of the
present created order (Deut. 33:15; Ps. 73:12); time beyond this temporal
sphere, especially when used regarding God (Gen. 21:33; Ps. 90:2; Dan.
12:2, 7). The term also applies to many things associated with God, such as
His decrees, His covenants, and the Messiah (Gen. 9:16; Ex. 12:14; Mic.
5:2[1]). This word describes the span of time in which God is to be obeyed
and praised (1 Chr. 16:36; Ps. 89:1[2]; 119:112). In the age to come, there
will be no need for sun or moon, for God Himself will be the everlasting
light (Isa. 60:19, 20; cf. Rev. 22:5).
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