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A numeral from H258; properly united, that is, one; or (as an ordinal) first: -
a, alike, alone, altogether, and, any (-thing), apiece, a certain [dai-] ly, each
(one), + eleven, every, few, first, + highway, a man, once, one, only, other,

some, together.
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Subordinationism, it is true, was pre-Nicene orthodoxy; but it was not

generally so frankly expressed
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Indeed, until Athanasius began writing, every single theologian, East
and West, had postulated some form of Subordinationism. It could,
about the year 300, have been described as a fixed part of catholic

theology
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almost all the Eastern theologians believed that the son was in some
subordinated to the father before the Incarnation ... With the sence
exception of Athanasius virtually every theologian, East and West,

accepted some form of subordinationism at least up to the year 355
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marked feature of such otherwise orthodox Fathers as St. Justin and Origen.
(The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church, 2nd ed., p. 1319.)
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Origen, First Principles, ed. G.W. Butterworth (New York: Harper & Row

Publishers,

1966), 256. From now on this will be cited as FP 4.1.1 (Book. Chapter.
Paragraph)
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Henri Crouzel, Origen: The Life and Thoughts of the First Great Theologian (San

Francisco: Harper & Row Publishers, 1989), 183.
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There is a curious question connected with the Apologies of
Justin which have come down to us. Eusebius mentions two

Apologies,
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he at one time asserts the moral unity of the two divine persons, and at

another decidedly subordinates the Son to the Father
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The Catholic Rule of Faith Expounded in Some of Its Points. Especially
in the Unconfused Distinction of the Several Persons of the Blessed

Trinity.
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When He prepared the heaven, I was present with Him.”"®*® Thus does
He make Him equal to Him: for by proceeding from Himself He became
His first-begotten Son, because begotten before all things;”®* and His

only-begotten also, because alone begotten of God, in a way peculiar to



Himself, from the womb of His own heart—even as the Father Himself
testifies: “My heart,” says He, “hath emitted my most excellent
Word.”"®**The Father took pleasure evermore in Him, who equally

rejoiced with a reciprocal gladness in the Father’s presence:
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as it were, from a very small spark, will be altogether magnified, and
will increase and become a power indefinite (and) unalterable, (equal

and similar)
182 dada b J4ig
the Saviour of all who are in the (covenant of) mediation. (And
this Saviour is,) in every respect, coequal in power
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And the divine in Him, on the other hand, is equally manifest,
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The Early Christian Fathers: A Selection from the ,Henry Bettenson!"
Oxford ,Writings of the Fathers from St. Clement of Rome to St. Athanasuis
.University Press, 1969, Page: 239

Subordinationism, it is true, was pre-Nicene orthodoxy; but it was not ]

[.generally so frankly expressed

The Making of Orthodoxy: Essays in Honour of Henry ,Rowan Williams™!
RPC Hanson, The achievement of orthodoxy in the fourth ) ,Chadwick
.century ), Cambridge University Press, 2002, Page: 153

Indeed, until Athanasius began writing, every single theologian, East and ]
West, had postulated some form of Subordinationism. It could, about the

[.year 300, have been described as a fixed part of catholic theology



The Search for the Christian Doctrine of God: The Arian ,R. P. Hanson"!
Continuum International Publishing Group, 2006, ,Controversy 318-381
.Page: 19

almost all the Eastern theologians believed that the son was in some sence ]
subordinated to the father before the Incarnation ... With the exception of
Athanasius virtually every theologian, East and West, accepted some form

[.of subordinationism at least up to the year 355

The Oxford Dictionary of the ,F. L. Cross and Elizabeth A. Livingstone'!
.Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1997 ,Christian Church

SUBORDINATIONISM. Teaching about the Godhead which regards ]
either the Son as subordinate to the Father or the Holy Ghost as subordinate
to both. It is a characteristic tendency in much of Christian teaching of the

[.first three centuries

R. C. and C. C. ) ,Evangelical Dictionary of Theology ,Walter A. Elwell®
.Kroeger, Subordinationism ), 2 Ed, Baker Academic, 2001, Page: 1053

Condemned by numerous church councils, this doctrine has continued in ... ]
one form or another throughout the history of the church. The Nicene fathers
ascribed to the Son and Spirit an equality of being or essence, but a
subordination of order, with both deriving their existence from the Father as
primal source ... Ancient and modern theologians have argued for a

[ .subordination in the role of Son and Spirit to the Father

Volume 1, Grand Rapids, MI: ,Systematic Theology ,Charles Hodge'
.Eerdmans Publishing Co, 1940, Page: 463



It was he, according to Gieseler, who first excluded all idea of ]

[.subordination in the Trinity

A 131 aia 1990 (ki épnd sall AnSall il oL caias 5 auifl’!
45590 ~aaa (1981 cEJM_U\ 4alatl) )\.J cc_j\)l\ c)'_;“ 6&&&” JSﬂ\ @JU cg}bﬂ\ kial8l

Volume 4, Fathers of the ,The Early Church Fathers: Ante-Nicene Fathers”!
.Book 2, Chap 9 ,0Origen Against Celsus : Third Century

We therefore charge the Jews with not acknowledging Him to be God, to ]
whom testimony was borne in many passages by the prophets, to the effect

[that He was a mighty power, and a God next to the God and Father of all

Origen, ,Volume 10 ,The Early Church Fathers: The Ante-Nicene Fathers!"!
.book 2.2 ,Commentary On John

He uses the article, when the name of God refers to the uncreated cause of ]
all things, and omits it when the Logos is named God ... God on the one
hand is Very God (Autotheos, God himself); and so the the Saviour says in
His prayer to the Father, ‘That they may know Thee the only true God;’ but
all beyond the Very God is made God by participation in His divinity, and is
not to be called simply God (with the article), but rather God (without the
article). And thus the first-born of all creation, who is the first to be with
God, and to attract to Himself divinity, is a being of exalted rank than the
other gods beside Him ...The true God, then is ‘The God’, and those who are

[.formed after Him are gods, images as it were of Him the prototype

Volume 4, Fathers of the ,The Early Church Fathers: Ante-Nicene Fathers™"
.Book 8, Chap 15 ,Origen Against Celsus :Third Century



For we who say that the visible world is under the government to Him who ]
created all things, do thereby declare that the Son is not mightier than the
Father, but inferior to Him. And this belief we ground on the saying of Jesus
Himself, “The Father who sent Me is greater than [.” And none of us is so
insane as to affirm that the Son of man is Lord over God. But when we
regard the Saviour as God the Word, and Wisdom, and Righteousness, and
He has dominion over all things which have Truth, we certainly do say that
been subjected to Him in this capacity, but not that His dominion extends

[over the God and Father who is Ruler over all
.chapter 15.1 ,Prayer ,volume 19: Origen ;Ancient Christian Writers!'?

If we understand what prayer really is, we shall know that we may never ]
pray to anything generated—not even Christ-but only to God and the Father
of all, to whom even Our Saviour Himself prayed, as we have already said,

[and teaches us to pray

453 aiia 1981 e alall G o il ¢ jall ¢ agusall Al a5 g sl Lalt]
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.Ed 2003 ,New Catholic Encyclopedia SUBORDINATIONISM, From!*!

Subordinationist tendencies can be found in Hermas, Justin Martyr, ]

[Irenaeus, Tertullian, Clement of Alexandria and Origen

O.F.M.Cap. Notre Dame: ,?Does God Suffer ,Thomas G. Weinandy'"
.( University of Notre Dame, 2000, Page: 86 ( note: 21



It would seem, for Justin, that the Logos must be less divine than the Father ]
not only because he emanates out from the Father, but also because he is 'in

[touch’ with the created order

Volume 2, Ante-Nicene ,History of the Christian Church ,Philip Schaff!'®
Christianity. A.D. 100-325, Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1910, Oak Harbor,
.WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc

he at one time asserts the moral unity of the two divine persons, and at ]

[another decidedly subordinates the Son to the Father

Herald & Review ,Handbook for Bible Study ,Lee J. Gugliotto"”
.Publishing, 2000, Page: 81

Subordinationism — Justin Martyr and the other apologists taught that ]

[.Christ was a creature — begotten by and subordinate to the Father

R. C. and C. C. ) ,Evangelical Dictionary of Theology,Walter A. Elwell"*!
.Kroeger, Subordinationism ), 2 Ed, Baker Academic, 2001, Page: 1053

Justin Martyr, Origen, Tertullian all evidence a certain amounts of ]

[.subordinationism in their writings

Volume 2, Ante-Nicene ,History of the Christian Church ,Philip Schaff!"”!
Christianity. A.D. 100-325, Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1910, Oak Harbor,
.WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc

Tertullian cannot escape the charge of subordinationism. He bluntly calls ]

the Father the whole divine substance, and the Son a part of it; illustrating



their relation by the figures of the fountain and the stream, the sun and the

[.beam

,The Cambridge Companion to Christian Doctrine ,Colin E. Gunton"!

.Cambridge University Press, 1997, Page: 128

Another legacy of Tertullian was subordinationism, that somehow the Son ]

is less than the Father. Even more so was this the case for the Greek Fathers

2

,The Trinity: Rediscovering the Central Christian Mystery ,John Farrelly*"!

Littlefield, 2005, Page: 77 & Rowman

We have to acknowledge, however, that there is a degree of ]
subordinationism that remains in Tertullian, as in all the writers before

[.Nicea

,The Ante-Nicene Fathers: The Writings of the Fathers Down to A.D. 325
Volume 3, Cosimo, Inc., 2007, Page: 604. ( Tertullian, Against Praxeas,
.( Chapter 9

[Thus the Father is distinct from the Son, being greater than the Son ]

,The Ante-Nicene Fathers: The Writings of the Fathers Down to A.D. 325!
Volume 3, Cosimo, Inc., 2007, Page: 602. ( Tertullian, Against Praxeas,
.( Chapter 7

[ recognize the Son, | assert his distinction as second to the Father ]
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The Faith of the Early Fathers: A Source-book of W. A. Jurgens™
Theological and Historical Passages from the Christian Writings of the Pre-

.Volume 1, Liturgical Press, 1970, Page: 247 ,Nicene and Nicene Eras

At the same time, however, he did not succeed in shaking off the ]
Subordinationism which he inherited from Justin, Theophilus, Irenaeus,

[ .Hippolytus and Tertullian

iUniverse, 2003, ,True Christianity: The Catholic Way ,John J. Pasquini"*®

.Page: 298

His major weakness as a theologian was that of falling into the trap of ]
Subordinationism --- which was not uncommon for the early ecclesiastical

[.writers --- and failing to recognize God's divine mercy toward sinners
.Date 04/07/12 ,St. Hippolytus of Rome :Marcellino D’ Ambrosio, Article >’

http://www.crossroadsinitiative.com/library article/1273/St. Hippolytus of

_Rome.html

In combating Sabellianism, however, Hippolytus ironically fell prey to the ]
opposite extreme. His error, known as Subordinationism, tended to portray

[ .the Father and His Word as two altogether separate and unequal beings

.Ed 1914 ,The Catholic Encyclopedia St. Hippolytus of Rome, From '**!


http://www.crossroadsinitiative.com/library_article/1273/St._Hippolytus_of_Rome.html
http://www.crossroadsinitiative.com/library_article/1273/St._Hippolytus_of_Rome.html

Hippolytus, on the contrary, stood uncompromisingly for a real difference ]
between the Son (Logos) and the Father, but so as to represent the Former as
a Divine Person almost completely separate from God (Ditheism) and at the

[ .(same time altogether subordinate to the Father (Subordinationism
.Ed 1911 ,The Encyclopaedia Britannica Monarchianism, From '**!

It was on this account that Hippolytus, the champion of hypostasian ]
subordinatianism, along with his adherents, withdrew from the obedience of

[ .Callistus, and formed a separate community

Continuum International  ,Irenaeus: An Introduction ,Denis Minns™"
.Publishing Group, 2010, Page: 56

Among the Subordinationists were Tertullian, Hippolytus, Novatian, ]

[.Dionysius of Alexandria, and Origen

Continuum ,The Trinity Guide to the Trinity,William J. La Due®"
.International Publishing Group, 2003, Page: 42

Justin and the Apologists, Tertullian, Hippolytus, and Origen were all ]

[.affected in one degree or another by subordinationist thinking
Date: 05/07/12 ,Heretics & Heresies :John A. Hardon, S.J., Article™*

http://www.therealpresence.org/archives/Heresies Heretics/Heresies Hereti
cs_007.htm

The ambiguity of certain Fathers like Athenagoras, Tatian, Tertullian, ]

Novatian, and Lucian of Antioch suggested a kind of subordinationism,


http://www.therealpresence.org/archives/Heresies_Heretics/Heresies_Heretics_007.htm
http://www.therealpresence.org/archives/Heresies_Heretics/Heresies_Heretics_007.htm

namely, that the Son was less divine than the Father because he either did

[.not come into being or at least was not perfect until the dawn of creation

Volume 2, ,OxfordEncyclopedia of the Early Church ,M. Simmonetti™*!

.Page: 797

but even in lrenaeus, to whom trinitarian speculations are alien, ]
commenting on Jn 14, 28, has no difficulty in considering Christ inferior to
[.the Father

.Ed 2003 ,New Catholic Encyclopedia SUBORDINATIONISM, From"*!

Subordinationist tendencies can be found in Hermas, Justin Martyr, ]

[.Irenaeus, Tertullian, Clement of Alexandria and Origen

,The Ante-Nicene Fathers: The Writings of the Fathers Down to A.D. 325"
Volume 1, Cosimo, Inc., 2007, Page: 402. ( Irenaeus, Against Heresies,
.(.Book 2, Chapter 28, 8

For if any one should inquire the reason why the Father, who has ]
fellowship with the Son in all things, has been declared by the Lord alone to
know the hour and the day [of judgment] ... For “the Father,” says He, “is
greater than [.” The Father, therefore, has been declared by our Lord to excel

[with respect to knowledge

,The Ante-Nicene Fathers: The Writings of the Fathers Down to A.D. 325"°
Irenaeus, Against Heresies, Book ).VVolume 1, Cosimo, Inc., 2007, Page: 466
.( .4, Chapter 5, 1



who was announced by the law and the prophets, whom Christ confessed ]

[as His Father. Now He is the Creator, and He it is who is God over all

,The Ante-Nicene Fathers: The Writings of the Fathers Down to A.D. 325"!
Irenaeus, Against Heresies, Book ).VVolume 1, Cosimo, Inc., 2007, Page: 488
.( .4, Chapter 20, 4

There is therefore one God, who by the Word and Wisdom created and ]

[arranged all things

Translated from the ) .10 ,The Proof of the Apostolic Preaching ,Irenaeus™®

.( ./Armenian By J. Armitage Robinson, New York, 1920

Now this God is glorified by His Word who is His Son continually, and by ]
the Holy Spirit who is the Wisdom of the Father of all: and the power(s) of
these, (namely) of the Word and Wisdom, which are called Cherubim and
Seraphim,with unceasing voices glorify God; and every created thing that is

[.in the heavens offers glory to God the Father of all

Translated from ) .52-51 ,The Proof of the Apostolic Preaching ,Irenaeus™
.(.the Armenian By J. Armitage Robinson, New York, 1920

And that the Son of the Father calls Himself servant, (this is) on account of ]
subjection to the Father: for among men also every son is the servant of His
his father. 52 That Christ, then, being Son of God before all the world, is
with the Father; and being with the Father is also nigh and close and joined
unto mankind; and is King of all, because the Father has subjected all things

[unto Him; and Saviour of them that believe on Him
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Analytical lexicon of the Greek New Testament.

néyac, peydin, péyo with a basic meaning great, translated to fit the
context; (1) of extent of space large, spacious, wide, long (MK 4.32;
14.15); (2) of number and quantity large, great, abundant (HE 10.35); (3)
of intensity and degree, opposite dLriyog (little); (a) in relation to natural
phenomena intense (heat) (RV 16.9), violent (storm) (MK 4.37), very
bright (light) (MT 4.16), etc.; (b) in relation to human and divine
experience loud (voice) (MK 15.37), loud (lamentation) (AC 8.2), intense
(fever) (LU 4.38), etc.; (c) in relation to extraordinary and surprising
events mighty (deeds) (RV 15.3); severe (trouble) (MT 24.21); neuter as a
substantive peydio extraordinary things (LU 1.49); (d) in relation to
emotions great (joy) (MT 2.10), deep (sorrow) (RO 9.2), fierce (anger)
(RV 12.12), overwhelming (astonishment) (MK 5.42), etc.; (4) of persons
possessing power, rank, dignity mighty, great, eminent (T1 2.13);
substantivally ot peydior important people (RV 11.18); (5) of things
marked by importance great, extraordinary, outstanding (JN 19.31);
especially of the time of judgment (AC 2.20; JU 6); (6) comparative
neiCov, petllov and perlotepog, Tépa, ov greater (3J 4); most important,
very important (1C 12.31); substantivally 6 peiCov the older one (RO
9.12); (t&) peilm more outstanding things (JN 1.50); (7) superlative
néyietog, iot, ov greatest, very great (2P 1.4)
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for my Father is greater than I: not with respect to the divine nature,
which is common to them both, and in which they are both one; and the
Son is equal to the Father, having the self-same essence, perfections, and
glory: nor with respect to personality, the Son is equally a divine person,
as the Father is, though the one is usually called the first, the other the



second person; yet this priority is not of nature, which is the same in
both; nor of time, for the one did not exist before the other; nor of
causality, for the Father is not the cause of the Son's existence; nor of
dignity, for the one has not any excellency which is wanting in the other;
but of order and manner of operation: these words are to be
understood, either with regard to the human nature, in which he was
going to the Father, this was prepared for him by the Father, and
strengthened and supported by him, and in which he was made a little
lower than the angels, and consequently must be in it inferior to his
Father; or with regard to his office as Mediator, in which he was the
Father's servant, was set up and sent forth by him, acted under him,
and in obedience to him, and was now returning to give an account of
his work and service; or rather with regard to his present state, which
was a state of humiliation: he was attended with many griefs and
sorrows, and exposed to many enemies, and about to undergo an
accursed death; whereas his Father was in the most perfect happiness
and glory, and so in this sense *‘greater*’. That is, more blessed and
glorious than he; for this is not a comparison of natures, or of persons,
but of states and conditions: now he was going to the Father to partake
of the same happiness and glory with him, to be glorified with himself,
with the same glory he had with him before the foundation of the world;
wherefore on this account, his disciples ought to have rejoiced, and not

have mourned.

(9



Joh 14:28 God the Father is greater than | - As he was man. As God,

neither is greater nor less than the other.
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For if anyone should inquire the reason why the Father, who has fellowship
with the Son in all things, has been declared by the Lord alone to know the
hour and the day [of judgment], he will find at present no more suitable, or
becoming, or safe reason than this (since, indeed, the Lord is the only true
Master), that we may learn through Him that the Father is above all things.
For “the Father,” says He, “is greater than [.”%*%%% John xiv. 28]
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