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intentionally elaborated the original material, this book should not be
considered as a copy of Samuel, but rather as a kind of ancient com-
mentary thereof.
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I would like to suggest here that what has been termed up to now
4Q5am’ is but a lost composition — Midrash Sefer Shemuel. The term
midrash is used here according to its oldest Hebrew acceptation, pres-
ent in the Book of Chronicles (2 Chr 13:22; 24:27): midrash there is
a commentary’ that according to the fashion of those times rewrites
older stories with the aim of restating the events to fit the concepts and
taste of recent generations. This midrash on Samuel would be written
towards the end of the Biblical period, about the fourth century B.C.E;;
it preceded the Book of Chronicles, since it was used by the Chronicler
in one point at least - the story of David’s census, the plague caused
by it, and the building of an altar on the threshing floor of Araunah,
2 Samuel 24.
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In other words, at this point 4Q51 does not run the text of Samuel,
but rather a harmonistic comment that restated the story in order to
smooth its contradictions. And precisely such an ancient expounding
work is what we would understand to be a midrash. If we had this
portion of the scroll alone, we would aptly define it as 4QMidrash
Samuel.
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In conclusion: is 4Q51 a scroll of Samuel or a specimen of Midrash
Samuel? Its texts in 1 Samuel 1, 2, 3, 10-11 and in 2 Sam 24 point
towards the latter possibility, Midrash Samuel. As for the story of
the Ark, the text is too scanty to submit decisive evidence. But the
midrashic traits in the description of the sacrifice that accompanied
the bringing up of the Ark favor the possibility advanced by the pres-
ent author: Midrash Samuel after all.
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Finally, what has been said does not impair the worth of 4Q51 as a
textual witness. Once we discount all variations introduced on account
of its interpretative character, this scroll offers us many good readings
which can be substantiated by internal evidence and sometimes are
supported by additional textual witnesses. And secondary readings are
important as well: through them one gets acquaintance with the habits
and the tendencies of the scribes who transmitted the Biblical texts in
the times of the Second Commonwealth. ** Even being a secondary
textual witness, 4Q51 is a treasure-trove of information.*
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