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It has been taught: Pederasty at the age of nine years and a day; she

who commits bestiality, whether naturally or unnaturally, and a

woman who causes herself to be bestially abused, whether naturally

or unnaturally, are liable to punishment.4
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Even as R. Hamnuna propounded: What if a Jew committed bestiality

in ignorance; must there have been both a stumbling block and

degradation [for the animal to be stoned] and in this case there is

only degradation, but no sin; or perhaps for degradation alone

without there having been a stumbling block [the animal is

stoned]?* —

R. Joseph said: Come and hear! A maiden aged three years and a day

may be acquired in marriage by coition, and if her deceased

husband's brother cohabits with her, she becomes his. The penalty of

adultery may be incurred through her; [if a niddah] she defiles him




who has connection with her, so that he in turn defiles that upon

which he lies, as a garment which has lain upon
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Other rabbis, however, conclude from calculations that she was fourteen
years old, and that therefore she was born eleven years before the
'‘Akedah, both numbers being found in different manuscripts of the Seder

'Olam Rabbah (comp. Tos. to Yeb. 61b). The "Sefer ha-Yashar'
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Prohibited Marriages and lllegitimate Children

The minimum age for marriage under Jewish law is 13 for boys, 12 for
girls; however, the kiddushin can take place before that, and often did in
medieval times. The Talmud recommends that a man marry at age 18, or

somewhere between 16 and 24.

e 1. Talmud Kiddushin 41a.
e 2. Shulchan Aruch, Even HaEzer 37:1.

o 3. Shulchan Aruch, Even HaEzer 43:1.

il 49l Aisal) adiga (hag



Prohibited Marriages and lllegitimate Children

The minimum age for marriage under Jewish law is 13 for boys, 12 for
girls; however, the kiddushin can take place before that, and often did in
medieval times. The Talmud recommends that a man marry at age 18, or

somewhere between 16 and 24.

Sources: Judaism 101;Wedding booklet of Avi Hein and Sarah
Szymkowicz; Dayan, Brigitte, "Pearls, henna and challah: Sephardic nuptial

customs,"
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It was, however, strictly forbidden for parents to give their children in
marriage before they had reached the age of puberty (Sanh. 76b).

In rabbinic times there were two distinct stages in the marriage ceremony:
(1) its initiation or the Betrothal ("erusin’), and (2) its completion or the
marriage proper ('nissu‘in’). These might or might not have been preceded
by an engagement ("shiddukin’), although the prevailing custom was to

have a formal engagement before marriage, when a contract ('tena'im’)



was drawn up in which the parties promised, under the penalty of a fine

('kenas'), to be married at an appointed time (see Breach of Promise of
Marriage). The Rabbis regarded it as improper to marry without a previous
engagement, and would punish one who did so, although the act itself was

considered valid (Kid. 12b: "Yad," Ishut, ii. 22; Eben ha
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“Every female child you shall stand before the holy crown (the gold frontlet
of the High Priest) and cross-examine her. And whoever has slept with a
man, her face will pale; and whoever has not slept with a man, her face will

blush like a fire, and you shall spare.”
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From H2952 (perhaps referring to the frjpping gait of children); a family

(mostly used collectively in the singular): — (little) children (ones), families.



A5 Aunisa aeadt QS 758 L
Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society

young woman Hebrew taf usually means “children” but, as used here, also includes

girls past puberty. See especially 14:31, where it refers to everyone up to twenty years of
age (14:29).
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educating them in their families, and employing them as domestics; for the
laws concerning fornication, concubinage, and marriage, were in full force,
and prohibited an Israelite even from marrying a captive, without delays

and previous formalities;
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keep for yourselves; either to be handmaids to them, or to be married
among them when grown up, and become proselytes, and initiated into

their religion.
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