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Line 42: PESTHAPAUTOUHLEP
At this position Papyrus Koln 255 fits to the bottom of Papyrus Egerton 2,
fragment 1. The exact fitting is difficult to obtain and the displayed fragment

positions do not indicate the original locations within the complete sheet. A

little bit of the vertical bar of the P from line 42 can be seen on P. Koln.

Line 43: DEAUTWOIH . PORE
A little bit of the horizontal bar of the Nomen Sacrum IH can be seen on

Egerton fragment 1.
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Line 46: ARISMOUWS [[EP]]E
(according to Gronewald EP is corrected to PRO. A dot appears above the
hole, above the S. The meaning is unknown.)

See the enlargement:
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Line 48: Possibly a horizontal bar of a Nomen Sacrum with some

unidentified letter.
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H.l. Bell and T.C. Skeat ""Fragments of an Unknown Gospel and other
Early Christian Papyri'*, Published by the Trustees, Oxford University
Press, London, 1935

H.I1. Bell and T.C. Skeat (eds.), Trustees of the British Museum ""The
New Gospel Fragments'*, Oxford University Press, London, 1935 (A
reprint exists from 1955, which has the same text. Only a note about
(.Mayedas work 1946 and Bells answer 1949 has been added



G. Mayeda "'Das Leben-Jesu-Fragment Papyrus Egerton 2 und seine

Stellung in der urchristlichen Literaturgeschichte', Paul Haupt Verlag,

Bern, 1946

Michael Gronewald *"Unbekanntes Evangelium oder

Evangelienharmonie (Fragment aus dem 'Evangelium Egerton’)",

Kolner Papyri, Papyrologica Coloniensia Vol. 7, Band 6, Universitat
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Mw(ushv),

MW : 13,15
Mw(usei)
26 (cf.
OMS om(oiw)v Schmidt
1936)
PROFAS prof(ht)av 54
BALEUSIN ba(si)leusin 55
HSAS Hs(ai)av 61

EPROFSEN eprof(hteu)sen 62
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Egerton 2 is famous for its unique Nomina Sacra. It has the following unique
abbreviations:

prof(ht)av, ba(si)leusin, Hs(ai)av, eprof(hteu)sen.

The papyrus is very old. The system of the NS was not fully established at

that time. Every scribe handles it in his own understanding.
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It is certainly at first sight surprising to find the nomina sacra so well
established by the middle of the second century, but no weight can be
attached to this argument in the absence of any evidence that such forms
were not of early date. As a matter of fact, all the evidence seems to suggest
that the practice was in its origin pre-Christian. It apparently took its rise
(see Traube, Nomina Sacra, 111. 1, especially p. 32) from the Jewish practice
of representing the tetragrammaton or sacred name in Greek by the words
kuriov or geov, with only the first and last letters written and a stroke above
them (KS and QS). The Christians, not unnaturally, took over this practice,
and applied it also to the specifically Christian names. The nomina sacra
found in the present fragments are as follows: KS (kuriov), QS (geov), IH
(Ihsouv), PRA (patera), MW (Mwushv), HSAS (Hsaiav), PROFAS
(profhtav), EPROFSEN (eprofhteusen); while QU (geou) is, with great
probability, to be restored in 1.52. Traube, in his fundamental work on the
subject, already referred to, had but a limited number of papyrus texts on
which to found his conclusions, and most of the manuscripts then available
were of dates later than the middle of the third century, but even the earliest
of them showed the use of the nomina sacra fully established. We have now
a much larger range of evidence. KS and KN occur in P. Baden 56. The
Chester Beatty papyri supply a mass of material as early as the earliest
authorities accessible to Traube, and some of it even earlier. Here, too, we
find the same or similar uses. Even in the earliest of them, P. Beatty VI,
containing Numbers and Deuteronomy, which is certainly of the second
century and probably not later than the middle of it (see, besides Kenyon's
edition (The Chester Beatty Biblical Papyri, fasc. 1, 1933), the very



important remarks of Wilcken, Archiv fiir Papyruslorschung, xi. 113.
Wilcken would favour an even earlier date for several of these papyri than
Kenyon assigns to them), there is a whole series of nomina sacra; and the
New Testament papyri, P. Beatty 1, II, and III, all of which are certainly of
the third century and probably of the first half, have the specifically
Christian contractions (see Kenyon, Aegyptus, xiii (1933), 5-10). So, too, in
the papyrus codex containing the Shepherd of Hermas (second half of the
third century) we find KS and QS and cases, PNA and PNS (gen.), and UIS
and UIN (Campbell Bonner, 4 Papyrus Codex of the Shepherd of Hermas, p.
18).

Some of the contractions noted above are unusual. The normal form for the
name Jesus is IS or IHS; here we have consistently the form IH. This is rare
but not unprecedented; and as a matter of fact it appears to be of early origin
and to have been superseded only gradually by the others. It is found in P.
Beatty I (Gospels and Acts, first half of third century); but it can be traced
even farther back. In the sub-Apostolic Epistle of Barnabas we read (Migne,
Patr. Gr. 11. 752):



