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Rabbi Samuel Bar Hanman in the name of Rabbi Jonathan said, that

at the time when Moses wrote the Torah, writing a portion of it daily,



when he came to this verse which says, "And Elohim said, let us
make man in our image after our likeness,"' Moses said, '"Master of the
universe, why do you give herewith an excuse to the sectarians (who
believe in the Tri-unity of God)." God answered Moses, 'You write and

whoever wants to err, let him err."1
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The author of the Zohar sensed plurality in the Tetragrammaton3 and

wrote:

"Come and see the mystery of the word YHVH: there are three steps,
each existing by itself: nevertheless they are One, and so united that
one cannot be separated from the other. The Ancient Holy One is
revealed with three heads, which are united into one, and that head is
three exalted. The Ancient One is described as being three: because
the other lights emanating from him are included in the three. But
how can three names be one? Are they really one because we call
them one? How three can be one can only be known through the

revelation of the Holy Spirit."
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The Zohar teaches:

"We have said in many places, that this daily form of prayer is one of those
passages concerning the Unity, which is taught in the Scriptures. In Deut.
6:4, we read first h/:hyO Yehovah, then, !yhiloa> our God, and again,
h/:hyO Yehovah, which together make one Unity. But how can three
Names [three beings] be one? Are they verily one, because we call them
one? How three can be one can only be known through the revelation of
the Holy Spirit, and, in fact, with closed eyes. This is also the mystery of
the voice. The voice is heard only as one sound, yet it consists of three

substances, fire, wind, and water, but all three are one, as indicated



through the mystery of the voice. Thus are (Deut. 6:4) “Yehovah our-
Elohim, Yehovah is one!,” but One Unity, three Substantive Beings which
are One; and this is indicated by the voice which are One; and this is
indicated by the voice which a person uses in reading the words, ‘Hear, O
Israel,” thereby comprehending with the understanding the most perfect
Unity of Him who is infinite; because all three (Jehovah, Elohim, Jehovah)

are read with one voice, which indicates a Trinity."482021
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Zohar. Vol 1. Soncino Press edition.
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Another passage in the Zohar indicates clearly that the Jewish sages

understood the Trinity nature of God:

"The fourth precept is to acknowledge that the Lord is God, as we read:
‘Know this day, and lay it to thy heart that Yehovah [h/;hy]], he is Elohim’
[tyhiloa>] (Deuteronomy 4:39); namely, to combine the name Elohim "God'

with the name Jehovah "Lord" in the consciousness that they form an

indivisible unity." 2!
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In the Zohar.

The Cabala, on the other hand, especially the Zohar, its fundamental work,

was far less hostile to the dogma of the Trinity, since by its speculations
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regarding the father, the son, and the spirit it evolved a new trinity, and
thus became dangerous to Judaism. Such terms as "matronita," "body,"
'spirit," occur frequently (e.q., 'Tazria'," ed. Polna, iii. 43b); so that
Christians and converts like Knorr von Rosenroth, Reuchlin, and Rittangel
found in the Zohar a confirmation of Christianity and especially of the
dogma of the Trinity (Jellinek, 'Die Kabbala," p. 250, Leipsic, 1844 [trans].
of Franck's 'La Kabbale," Paris, 1843]). Reuchlin sought on the basis of the
Cabala the words "Father, Son, and Holy Ghost'" in the second word of the
Pentateuch, as well as in Ps. cxviii. 22 (/b. p. 1()), while Johann Kemper, a
convert, left in manuscript a work entitled "Matteh Mosheh," which treats in
its third section of the harmony of the Zohar with the doctrine of the Trinity
(Zettersteen, "Verzeichniss der Hebraischen und Aramaischen
Handschriften zu Upsala,’ p. 16, Lund, 1900). The study of the Cabala led
the Frankists to adopt Christianity; but the Jews have always regarded the
doctrine of the Trinity as one irreconcilable with the spirit of the Jewish

religion and with monotheism.
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http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/12708-reuchlin-johann-von
http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/12773-rittangel-johann-stephanus
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Exodus 19 starts with the words, 'In the third month." This is
explained by the words of Proverbs 22:20, 'Have | not written to thee
excellent (Hebrew, threefold) things in counsels and knowledge." On
this Rabbi Joshua bar Nehemiah said that this is the Torah whose
letters are threefold, alf, bet, g(i)ml, and everything is a Trinity: The
Torah is Trinitarian, for it is composed of the Torah, the Prophets,
and the Writings. The Mishna (talmudical learning) is a trinity
composed of Talmud (learning) halakhot (daily Jewish laws) and
haggadot (historical items). The mediator consisted of a trinity of

Miriam, Moses, & Aaron. Prayers are a trinity of morning, afternoon,


http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Proverbs%2022.20

and evening prayers. Israel is a trinity consisting of priests, Levites
and Israelites. The name Moses in Hebrew consists of three letters.
He is of the tribe of Levi, which again is in the Hebrew three letters.
from the seed of the Patriarchs who are a trinity of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob; in the third month which is Sivan, after Nisan & lyar on
mount Sin whose letters are three as it is written. "And they rested in

the wilderness of Sin.".(Midrash Tanhuma on Exodus 19)
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Rabbi Simeon ben Jochai instructed his son as follows:

'"Come and see the mystery of the word hw:hoyO, Yehovah: there are
three steps, each existing by itself; nevertheless they are One, and so

united that one cannot be separated from the other."#7/%3

He later indicated in another passage that these three steps as revealed in
Elohim !yhiloa> (God) are three substantive beings or three divine persons

united in one.
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5. In another book written by Rabbi Simeon, known as 7he Propositions of
the Zohar, records the mystery of the Shechinah glory of God in these

words.

"... the exalted Shechinah comprehends the Three highest Sephiroth; of

Him (God) it is said, (Ps. 62:11), "God hath spoken once; twice have |


http://www.layevangelism.com/qreference/chapter10e.htm#47

heard this." Once and twice means the Three exalted Sephiroth, of whom it

is said: Once, once, and once; that is, Three united in One. This is the

mystery." 71/113
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Rabbi Simeon ben Jochai commenting on the Zohar:

"There is a perfect Man, who is an Angel. This Angel is Metatron, the
Keeper of Israel; He is a man in the image of the Holy One, blessed be
He, who is an Emanation from Him; yea, He is Jehovah; of Him cannot be
said, He is created, formed or made; but He is the Emanation from God.
This agrees exactly with what is written, Jeremiah 23:5-6, Of jmx dwd,
David's Branch, that though He shall be a perfect man, yet He is ‘The Lord

our Righteousness.”"


http://www.layevangelism.com/qreference/chapter10e.htm#47
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Rabbi Eliezer Hakkalir. The Book of Creation.

Rabbi Eliezar Hakkalir, AD 70, taught the doctrine of three distinct beings

revealed in the Godhead in his commentary on Genesis 1:1. He wrote:
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"When God created the world, He created it through the Three Sephiroth,
namely, through Sepher, Sapher and Vesaphur, by which the Three twywh

(Beings) are meant . . . The Rabbi, my Lord Teacher of blessed memory,



explained Sepher, Sapher, and Sippur, to be synonymous to Ya, Yehovah,

and Elohim meaning to say, that the world was created by these three

names." 9/28-29
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Rabbi Bechai, in his commentary on Genesis 1:1 (p. 1, col. 2) explained
that the word Elohim !yhiloa> is compounded of two words, !h and la, that

is, "These are God." The plural is expressed by the letter yod (y ).
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Rabbi Menachem. Commentary on the Pentateuch. Venice edition.

Another Rabbi Menachem of Recanati wrote in his Commentary on the

Pentateuch about the mystery of the Trinity. He wrote: "These are secrets
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which are revealed only to those who are reaping upon the holy field, as it

is written

The secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him’" (Psalms 25:14). On

Deuteronomy 6:4 he wrote concerning the Trinity:

"‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord.’ This verse is the root of
our faith, therefore Moses records it after the ten commandments. The
reason (that there is said hw:hoyO, Lord, !yhiloa>, our God, and hw:hoyO,
Lord) is, because the word [mv does not here signify ‘Hear;’ but ‘to gather
together, to unite,” as in 1 Samuel 15:4, ‘Saul gathered together the
people.” The meaning implied is The Inherent—Ones are so united together,
one in the other without end, they being the exalted God. He mentions the

three names mystically to indicate the three exalted original Ones."2%2¢7
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Jonathon ben Uziel. Jerusalem Targum. Before Christ BC.

Genesis 19:24 states, "Then Yehovah rained on Sodom and Gomorrah
brimstone and fire from Yehovah out of heaven," The Targum describes
Yehovah (hw:hoyC)) in this passage as "the Word of the Lord," which we

have already indicated is referring to the Son of God.

Exodus 3:14 states, "And Elohim said to Moses, ‘| AM WHO | AM;” and He
said, ‘Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, "Yehovah has sent me to
you.”" The Targum on Exodus 3:14 uses the same title: 'the Word of the
Lord" to describe God. The Jerusalem Targum on Exodus 3:14 reads as
follows: "And the Word of the Lord said unto Moses: | am He who said
unto the world, Be! and it was: and who in the future shall say to it, Be!
and it shall be. And He said Thus thou shalt say to the Children of Israel:

‘I Am hath sent me unto you.’"
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Rabbi Moses ben Nachman pointed out this fact:

"It is said: ‘An Angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a flame of fire,” and
(Elohim) !yhiloa>, ‘God called unto him.” This is all one, namely, whether
he saith The Angel, or (Elohim) !yhiloa>, ‘God spake to him out of the
midst of the bush’. . . Therefore be not astonished that Moses hid his face
before this Angel; because this Angel/ mentioned here is the Angel, the
Redeemer, concerning whom it is written; ‘I am the God of Bethel;’ and

here, ‘I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,



and the God of Jacob.’ It is the same of whom it is said, ‘My name is in

Him.’
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