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The Epistle of Polycarp to the Philippians

Chapter VI11.--Avoid the Docetae, and persevere in fasting and prayer.

"For whosoever does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh, is
antichrist;" [377] and whosoever does not confess the testimony of the cross,
[378] is of the devil; and whosoever perverts the oracles of the Lord to his
own lusts, and says that there is neither a resurrection nor a judgment, he is
the first-born of Satan. [379] Wherefore, forsaking the vanity of many, and
their false doctrines, let us return to the word which has been handed down
to us from [380] the beginning; "watching unto prayer,” [381] and
persevering in fasting; beseeching in our supplications the all-seeing God
"not to lead us into temptation," [382] as the Lord has said: "The spirit truly
is willing, but the flesh is weak." [383]
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The Epistle of Ignatius to the Ephesians
Shorter and Longer Versions

Chapter IX.--Ye have given no heed to false teachers.

Nevertheless, | have heard of some who have passed on from this to you,
having false doctrine, whom ye did not suffer to sow among you, but
stopped your ears, that ye might not receive those things which were sown
by them, as being stones [542] of the temple of the Father, prepared for the
building of God the Father, and drawn up on high by the instrument of Jesus
Christ, which is the cross, [543] making use of the Holy Spirit as a rope,
while your faith was the means by which you ascended, and your love the
way which led up to God. Ye, therefore, as well as all your fellow-travellers,
are God-bearers, temple-bearers, Christ-bearers, bearers of holiness, adorned
in all respects with the commandments of Jesus Christ, in whom also | exult
that | have been thought worthy, by means of this Epistle, to converse and
rejoice with you, because with respect to your Christian life [544] ye love
nothing but God only.
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Chapter XV1.--The fate of false teachers.



Do not err, my brethren. [598] Those that corrupt families shall not inherit
the kingdom of God. [599] And if those that corrupt mere human families
are condemned to death, how much more shall those suffer everlasting
punishment who endeavour to corrupt the Church of Christ, for which the
Lord Jesus, the only-begotten Son of God, endured the cross, and submitted
to death! Whosoever, "being waxen fat," [600] and "become gross," sets at
nought His doctrine, shall go into hell. In like manner, every one that has
received from God the power of distinguishing, and yet follows an unskilful
shepherd, and receives a false opinion for the truth, shall be punished. "What
communion hath light with darkness? or Christ with Belial? Or what portion
hath he that believeth with an infidel? or the temple of God with idols?"
[601] And in like manner say |, what communion hath truth with falsehood?
or righteousness with unrighteousness? or true doctrine with that which is
false?
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Chapter XVII11.--The glory of the cross.

Let my spirit be counted as nothing [606] for the sake of the cross, which
is a stumbling-block [607] to those that do not believe, but t us salvation and
life eternal. "Where is the wise man? where the disputer?" [608] Where is
the boasting of those who are styled prudent? For our God, Jesus Christ,

was, according to the appointment [609] of God, conceived in the womb by



Mary, of the seed of David, but by the Holy Ghost. He was born and
baptized, that by His passion He might purify the water.

The cross of Christ is indeed a stumbling-block to those that do not believe,
but to the believing it is salvation and life eternal. "Where is the wise man?
where the disputer?" [610] Where is the boasting of those who are called
mighty? For the Son of God, who was begotten before time began, [611] and
established all things according to the will of the Father, He was conceived
in the womb of Mary, according to the appointment of God, of the seed of
David, and by the Holy Ghost. For says [the Scripture], "Behold, a virgin
shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and He shall be called
Immanuel.” [612] He was born and was baptized by John, that He might
ratify the institution committed to that prophet.
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The Epistle of Ignatius to the Magnesians



Shorter and Longer Versions
Chapter XI.--1 write these things to warn you.
He also lived a holy life, and healed every kind of sickness and disease
among the people, and wrought signs and wonders for the benefit of men;
and to those who had fallen into the error of polytheism He made known the
one and only true God, His Father, and underwent the passion, and endured
the cross at the hands of the Christ-killing Jews, under Pontius Pilate the
governor and Herod the king. He also died, and rose again, and ascended
Into the heavens to Him that sent Him, and is sat down at His right hand, and
shall come at the end of the world, with His Father's glory, to judge the
living and the dead, and to render to every one according to his works.
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Chapter XVIII.—Continuation of the foregoing argument.

“If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his

cross, and follow Me. For whosoever will save his life, shall lose it; and



whosoever will lose it for My sake shall save it.”*®*'For these things Christ
spoke openly, He being Himself the Saviour of those who should be
delivered over to death for their confession of Him, and lose their lives.

5. If, however, He was Himself not to suffer, but should fly away from
Jesus, why did He exhort His disciples to take up the cross and follow
Him,—that cross which these men represent Him as not having taken up, but
[speak of Him] as having relinquished the dispensation of suffering? For that
He did not say this with reference to the acknowledging of the Stauros
(cross) above, as some among them venture to expound, but with respect to
the suffering which He should Himself undergo, and that His disciples
should endure, He implies when He says, “For whosoever will save his life,
shall lose it; and whosoever will lose, shall find it.” And that His disciples
must suffer for His sake, He [implied when He] said to the Jews, “Behold, I
send you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and some of them ye shall kill
and crucify.”®**2And to the disciples He was wont to say, “And ye shall
stand before governors and kings for My sake; and they shall scourge some
of you, and slay you, and persecute you from city to city.”*®>* He knew,
therefore, both those who should suffer persecution, and He knew those who
should have to be scourged and slain because of Him; and He did not speak
of any other cross, but of the suffering which He should Himself undergo
first, and His disciples afterwards. For this purpose did He give them this
exhortation: “Fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the
soul; but rather fear Him who is able to send both soul and body into
hell;*354 [thus exhorting them] to hold fast those professions of faith which
they had made in reference to Him. For He promised to confess before His
Father those who should confess His name before men; but declared that He

would deny those who should deny Him, and would be ashamed of those
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who should be ashamed to confess Him. And although these things are so,
some of these men have proceeded to such a degree of temerity, that they
even pour contempt upon the martyrs, and vituperate those who are slain on
account of the confession of the Lord, and who suffer all things predicted by
the Lord, and who in this respect strive to follow the footprints of the Lord’s
passion, having become martyrs of the suffering One; these we do also enrol
with the martyrs themselves. For, when inquisition shall be made for their
blood,***and they shall attain to glory, then all shall be confounded by
Christ, who have cast a slur upon their martyrdom. And from this fact, that
He exclaimed upon the cross, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what
they do, %% the long-suffering, patience, compassion, and goodness of
Christ are exhibited, since He both suffered, and did Himself exculpate those
who had maltreated Him. For the Word of God, who said to us, “Love your
enemies, and pray for those that hate you,”®® Himself did this very thing
upon the cross; loving the human race to such a degree, that He even prayed
for those putting Him to death. If, however, any one, going upon the
supposition that there are two [Christs], forms a judgment in regard to them,
that [Christ] shall be found much the better one, and more patient, and the
truly good one, who, in the midst of His own wounds and stripes, and the
other [cruelties] inflicted upon Him, was beneficent, and unmindful of the
wrongs perpetrated upon Him, than he who flew away, and sustained neither
injury nor insult.
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Chapter XC.—The stretched-out hands of Moses signified beforehand

the cross.

“When the people,” replied I, “waged war with Amalek, and the son of Nave
(Nun) by name Jesus (Joshua), led the fight, Moses himself prayed to God,
stretching out both hands, and Hur with Aaron supported them during the
whole day, so that they might not hang down when he got wearied. For if he
gave up any part of this sign, which was an imitation of the cross, the people
were beaten, as is recorded in the writings of Moses; but if he remained in
this form, Amalek was proportionally defeated, and he who prevailed
prevailed by the cross. For it was not because Moses so prayed that the
people were stronger, but because, while one who bore the name of Jesus
(Joshua) was in the forefront of the battle, he himself made the sign of the
cross. For who of you knows not that the prayer of one who accompanies it
with lamentation and tears, with the body prostrate, or with bended knees,
propitiates God most of all? But in such a manner neither he nor any other
one, while sitting on a stone, prayed. Nor even the stone symbolized Christ,

as | have shown.
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Chapter XCVI11.—Other predictions of the cross of Christ.
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Chapter XI.—Baptism and the cross prefigured in the Old Testament.

Mark how He has described at once both the water and the cross. For these
words imply, Blessed are they who, placing their trust in the cross, have
gone down into the water; for, says He, they shall receive their reward in due
time: then He declares, | will recompense them. But now He saith,®%“Their
leaves shall not fade.” This meaneth, that every word which proceedeth out
of your mouth in faith and love shall tend to bring conversion and hope to

many.
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By that which took place in the running [2638] water, in which the wood and
the hyssop and the scarlet were dipped, is set forth the bloody passion of
Christ on the cross for the salvation of those who are sprinkled with the
Spirit, and the water, and the blood. Wherefore the material for purification
was not provided chiefly with reference to leprosy, but with regard to the
forgiveness of sins, that both leprosy might be understood to be an emblem
of sin, and the things which were sacrificed an emblem of Him who was to

be sacrificed for sins.


http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/anf01.vi.ii.xi.html#fnf_vi.ii.xi-p11.2
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/anf01.vi.ii.xi.html#fnf_vi.ii.xi-p11.2

Js Lyl g

Chapter I11.--Texts of Holy Scripture used by these heretics to support their
opinions.

5. They show, further, that that Horos of theirs, whom they call by a variety
of names, has two faculties,--the one of supporting, and the other of
separating; and in so far as he supports and sustains, he is Stauros, while in
so far as he divides and separates, he is Horos. They then represent the
Saviour as having indicated this twofold faculty: first, the sustaining power,
when He said, "Whosoever doth not bear his cross (Stauros), and follow
after me, cannot be my disciple;" [2702] and again, "Taking up the cross,
follow me;" [2703] but the separating power when He said, "l came not to
send peace, but a sword." [2704] They also maintain that John indicated the
same thing when he said, "The fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly
purge the floor, and will gather the wheat into His garner; but the chaff He
will burn with fire unquenchable.” [2705] By this declaration He set forth
the faculty of Horos. For that fan they explain to be the cross (Stauros),
which consumes, no doubt, all material [2706] objects, as fire does chaff, but
it purifies all them that are saved, as a fan does wheat. Moreover, they affirm
that the Apostle Paul himself made mention of this cross in the following
words: "The doctrine of the cross is to them that perish foolishness, but to us
who are saved it is the power of God." [2707] And again: "God forbid that |
should glory in anything [2708] save in the cross of Christ, by whom the

world is crucified to me, and | unto the world."
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