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:Adam Clarke s

Mar 5:1 -

The Gadarenes - Some of the MSS. have Gergasenes, and some of them

Gerasenes. Griesbach seems to prefer the latter. See the note on
Mat 8:28.

The Gadarenes were included within the limits of the Gergasenes. Dr.

Lightfoot supposes that, of the two demoniacs mentioned here, one was
of Gadara, and consequently a heathen, the other was a Gergesenian,
and consequently a Jew; and he thinks that Mark and Luke mention the
Gadarene demoniac because his case was a singular one, being the only
heathen cured by our Lord, except the daughter of the Syrophoenician

woman.
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Mat 8:28 -

The country of the Gergesenes - This word is variously written in the

MSS, and versions:; Gergasenes, Gerasenes, Gadarenes, Gergesions, and

Gersedonians, The three first are supported by the greater authorities.

They might have all been names of the same place or district; but, if we
depend on what Origen says, the people mentioned here could not have
been the inhabitants of Gerasa, which, says he, is a city of Arabia, ovte
0araooav, ovte Mpvny Tinclov gyovta, which has neither sea nor lake
nigh to it. “Gadara was, according to Josephus, the metropolis of Perea,
or the region beyond Jordan: both the city and villages belonging to it
lay in the country of the Gergasenes; whence Christ going into the
country of the Gadarenes, Mar_5:1, is said to go into the region of the
Gergasenes, Mat_8:28.” Whitby.
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Country of the Gergesenes - Mark Mar_5:1 says that he came into the

country of the “Gadarenes.” This difference is only apparent.

“Gadara” was a city not far from the Lake Gennesareth, one of the ten
cities that were called “Decapolis.” See the notes at Mat 4:25.
“Gergesa” was a city about 12 miles to the southeast of Gadara, and

about 20 miles to the east of the Jordan. There is no contradiction,



therefore, in the evangelists. He came into the region in which the two
cities were situated, and one evangelist mentioned one, and the other
another. It shows that the writers had not agreed to impose on the
world; for if they had, they would have mentioned the same city; and it
shows. also, they were familiar with the country. No men would have
written in this manner but those who were acquainted with the facts.

Impostors do not mention places or homes if they can avoid it.
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: John Gill's Exposition of the Entire Bible i

Mat 8:28 - And when he was come to the other side,.... Of the lake, or

sea of Tiberias, right over against Galilee,

into the country of Gergesenes, the same with the Girgashites,
Gen_15:21 whom Joshua drove out of the land of Canaan; and who, as
a Jewish writer (I) says, left their country to the Israelites, and went to a
, ""Gurgestan', of which yxwessmacountry, which is called to this day,
these people were some remains: both in Mar_5:1 it is called "the
country of the Gadarenes''; and so the Syriac and Persic versions read it
here; which is easily reconciled by observing, not that Gergesa and
Gadara were one and the same city, called by different names; but that
these two cities were near each other, in the same country, which was

sometimes denominated from the one, and sometimes from the other.

Origen (m) has a remarkable passage, showing the different situations
of Gadara and Gergesa; and that the latter cannot be Gerasa in Arabia;
and also the signification of the name, for the sake of which, I shall

transcribe it.

""Gerasa (says he) is a city of Arabia, having neither sea nor lake near it;

wherefore the evangelists, who well knew the countries about Judea,

would never have said so manifest an untruth:

and as to what we find in some few copies, "'into the country of the

Gadarenes", it must be said, that Gadara indeed was a city of Judea,

about which were many famous baths; but there was no lake, or sea in

it, adjacent with precipices;
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Mat 8:28 - The country of the Gergesenes - Or of the Gadarenes -

Gergesa and Gadara were towns near each other. Hence the country

between them took its name, sometimes from the one, sometimes from
the other.
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|r‘|5|:r|pt||:|r‘|5 prove that it was sometimes called Antioch on the Chr}fSDrthaSj
the little river by which it is watered, In the Gospel (Matthew 8:28; Mark 5:1;
Luke 8:26, 37) there is question of the country of the Gerasans, but if this
name is to be read instead of Gadarenians or Gergesians, the reference is to
another locality, near the Lake of Tiberias, The prosperity of Gerasa, once
considerable, dates from the first centuries of our era, its buildings date from
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Matthew 8:28

And when he was come to the other side into the country
of the Gergesenes, there met him two possessed with
devils, coming out of the tombs, exceeding fierce, so that

no man might pass by that way.

[Into the country of the Gergesenes.] In Mark and Luke it is, of
the Gadarenes; both very properly: for it was the city Gadara,
whence the country had its name: there was also Gergasa, a city or a
town within that country; which whether it bare its name from the
ancient Canaanite stock of the Gergashites, or from the word
Gargushta; which signifies clay or dirt; we leave to the more
learned to discuss. Lutetia; , aword of such a nature, may
be brought for an example.
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Gadara probably controlled the land where this narrative occurs.
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in the region of the Gadarenes. The name “Gadarenes” comes
from the town of Gadara, the capital of the region about eight miles

southeast of the southern tip of the Sea of Galilee.
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the larger city of Gadara, mainly located a few miles southeast of the
sea but extending all the way to the shore, was, as it were, the capital
of the entire district to which Khersa belonged, the various
geographical designations begin to make sense. Moreover, at Khersa,
situated on the northeastern shore, about six miles diagonally
(oversea) southeast of Capernaum, there is indeed a hill descending
sharply to the edge of the water. There are also many caves—evident

even today—suitable for tombs.
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Thus the “region of the Gadarenes” (cf. Mark 5:1; Luke 8:26) refers
to a district controlled by the city of Gadara, located midpoint on the
eastern side of the Sea of Galilee. The territory was predominantly a
Gentile region, as indicated by the presence of a “large herd of pigs”

(v. 30), which would be strictly forbidden in Jewish territory.
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This phrase refers to a small town on the lake opposite Tiberius,
perhaps where the modern village of Khersa (Kursi) is located. Some
ancient tombs are there, and the shoreline descends steeply into the

water, exactly matching the description of the terrain in this account.
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located southeast of the Sea of Galilee, near the town of Gadara, one

of the most important cities of the region.
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Gergesa has been identified on the east shore of Galilee; the "steep
place" and "tombs" are still seen. It was a village in the district of the
Gadarenes. The Lord landed here after the storm. The Revision has
Gadarenes in Matthew, and Gerasenes in Mark and Luke. The simple
explanation of this difference is, that Gadarenes and Gerasenes are
different names for the inhabitants of the same large district, so called
from Gadara and Gerasa, two cities of that region; while Gergesenes

is the name of the people of a smaller district within the other,

gl g 9 peadls

Dr. Thomson discovered by the lake the ruins of Khersa (Gerasa).
This village is in the district of the city of Gadara some miles

southeastward
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